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MINUTES 
GREATER BRIGHTON FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 
5 FIREHOUSE ROAD, BRIGHTON, COLORADO 80601 

 
December 12, 2012 

 
 

1. Call to Order 

 
President Morris called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  

 
2. Roll Call 

 
Present 

 
Dean Morris, President  
Scott Gerhardt, Vice President (Absent and Excused) 
Frank Serafini, Treasurer  
Arlin Riggi, Secretary 
Mike Benallo, Assistant Secretary  
 
Also in Attendance 
 
Mark A. Bodane, Fire Chief Gerard Lutz, Battalion Chief Ken Maine, Firefighter 
Kris Krengel, Division Chief- Fire Marshal Mark Brasel, Lieutenant Steve Choe, Firefighter 
John Schissler, Division Chief- Tech Services Brad Cogburn, Lieutenant Theron Virtue, Firefighter 
Mike Schuppe, Division Chief - Operations Gary Dawson, Lieutenant Mario Molinaro, Firefighter 
Rita Saunders, Finance Manager Mike Prill, Lieutenant Brian Lopez, Firefighter 
Carol Thompson, Administrative Assistant Kevin Carson, Engineer Devin Mellars, Firefighter 
Michelle Ferguson, District Legal Counsel Chris Kennison, Engineer Ron Chavez, Firefighter 
Cynthia Martinez, Brighton Councilwoman John Stevens, Engineer Travis Hahl, Firefighter 
Carl Craigle, PVA Aaron Schissler, Firefighter Sara Dawson 
Thom Hillson, PVA  Robert Baumgartner, Retired  
Phil Beehler, Battalion Chief Jeff Jacobucci, Retired  
   

3. Presentations  
 
Battalion Chief Gerard Lutz introduced the six new firefighters to the board; Ron Chavez, Cole Miller, 
Brian Lopez, Theron Virtue, Steve Choe, and Devin Mellars (absent).  Chief Lutz also showed a slide 
presentation of the North Area Fire Academy.   
 

4. Call for Changes to the Agenda  
 
Sub-section C.R.S. 24-6-402 (4)(b) to receive advice of legal counsel was added to Item 11, Executive 
Session.  
 
MOTION:   Secretary Riggi made a motion to approve the agenda as amended.  

SECOND: Treasurer Serafini 

APPROVAL:   Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 

5. Public Comment 
 
None.   
 

6. Action Items 
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Consent Agenda 
 

1. Approval of Financial Report year to date ending October 31, 2012 
2. Approval of November 2012 accounts payable checks. 

GF check numbers 23795 to 23862 and ACH AFLAC 
CD check numbers 26178 to 26181   
HW check numbers 1605 to 1610 Medical Reimbursement and 
       check numbers 195 to 202 and ACH Anthem and on- 
       going Flexible Spending Account 
Total November 2012 expenditures $606,083  

3. Approval of November 26, Board Meeting Minutes.  
 

  MOTION:  Treasurer Serafini made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda. 

 SECOND: Assistant Secretary Benallo   

 APPROVAL:  Motion carried unanimously.      

 
 
 

9. Reports/Informational Items 
 

Chief’s Report: 

In addition to his written report, Chief Bodane highlighted the following to the Board:  

• Worker’s compensation experience modifier is at the lowest level we have had for many years 
and have been placed on the superior tier level.  Our positive experience with reducing injuries 
will provide a 19% credit to our premium.      

• Asked whether the Board wanted to hold the Study Session scheduled for December 26th.  The 
Board agreed to cancel it. 
 

Division Chief – Fire Marshal Report: 

In addition to his written report, Division Chief Krengel reported:  

• The District has thirteen (13) members that are now certified car seat technicians.   

• Final job offer was given to Tim Thompson for the Fire Inspector position.  Tim accepted and will 
start on January 1st.  Tim will be sworn in at the January 9th Board Meeting.   

 

Division Chief – Technical Services Report: 

Division Chief Schissler added the following to his written report: 

• Division Chief’s Schissler and Beehler reviewed the revised specifications for the new engine.  
Bid package will be sent to vendors by end of the week.  Bids are due back by January 14th.  
Board will review bids at the January 23 Study Session.   

• The opticom at Bromley Lane should be fixed by the end of the week.   

• The water systems at Station 54 and Station 55 need to be replaced.  Project is not in the 
budget and will need to come out of capital development.  Current filtration systems will be 
replaced with an air injection system.   
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Division Chief – Operations: 

• The Officers Development Class is finished. Over the 11-week program, class average was 19 
members per class.  Chief Schuppe thanked Chief Bodane, Division Chief Schissler, and 
Division Chief Krengel for their teaching time.   

• Board was updated on the false alarm process and fee schedule.  
 

Financial Report: 

• District received $70,000 in grant funds. 
• SAFER Grant reimbursement request will be submitted on December 13.   

 
Attorneys' Report 

In addition to her written report, Attorney Ferguson noted: 

• Governor has signed Amendment 64.  The Federal Government has not taken a position as of 
yet on whether to challenge the state’s action.  At this point we are recommending the District 
wait for further guidance or information before making any changes to its policies. The real 
issue involved is drug tests that may reveal use that is legal off-duty.  City Councilwoman 
Cynthia Martinez also noted that the City of Brighton is taking a wait and see position on this 
issue for about 6 months to see how Adams County and other cities do on the issue.  
 

10. Old Business 
 

Collective Bargaining 
 
During discussions Chief Bodane noted that the union certified to the District that 82 percent of the 
51 eligible union members voted in favor of this collective bargaining agreement.  Effective date of 
agreement would be January 1, 2013 through December 31, 2013. 
 
MOTION:  Secretary Riggi - I hereby make a motion to approve the Collective Bargaining Agreement 
between the Greater Brighton Fire Protection and the Brighton Professional Firefighters Association 
I.A. F.F. Local 4477, effective January 1, 2013 through December 31, 2013, and further move that 
the adoption of this Collective Bargaining Agreement include rescission to the prior Resolution 
adopted by this Board (Resolution No. 2008-03) on March 12, 2008 providing limited recognition to 
the Local 4477.     
 
SECOND:  Assistant Secretary Benallo 
 
APPROVAL:  Motion carried - 3 Yea’s - Assistant Secretary Benallo, President Morris, and 
Treasurer Riggi ; 1 Nay – Treasurer Serafini 
 
 

11. Public Hearing for 2013 Proposed Budget 
 

 
MOTION:  Treasurer Serafini made a motion to open public hearing at 6:41p.m. 
 
SECOND:  President Morris 
 
APPROVAL:  Motion carried unanimously 
 
Chief Bodane noted that the public hearing was published in the Brighton Standard Blade and that 
copies of the draft budget were available at headquarters for anyone to view.  There were no public 
comments received and no one came in to view the budget.   There were no comments from those 
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present at the meeting. 
 
MOTION:  Treasurer Serafini made a motion to close public hearing at 6:43 p.m. 
 
SECOND:  Secretary Riggi  
 
APPROVAL:  Motion carried unanimously 
 
 

12. New Business   
 
A. Resolution 2012-03 Adopting the 2013 Budget.     
 

MOTION:  Treasurer Serafini made a motion to approve the 2013 Budget as presented.   
 
A RESOLUTION SUMMARIZING REVENUES AND EXPENDITURES FOR EACH FUND, ADOPTING A 
BUDGET FOR THE YEAR 2013, LEVYING GENERAL PROPERTY TAXES FOR THE YEAR 2013 TO HELP 
DEFRAY THE COSTS OF GOVERNMENT, ESTABLISHING RESERVES AND APPROPRIATING SUMS OF 
MONEY TO THE VARIOUS FUNDS IN THE AMOUNTS AND FOR THE PURPOSES SET FORTH HEREIN 
FOR THE GREATER BRIGHTON FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT, ADAMS AND WELD COUNTIES, 
COLORADO, FOR THE CALENDAR YEAR BEGINNING ON THE FIRST DAY OF JANUARY, 2013 AND 
ENDING ON THE LAST DAY OF DECEMBER 2013. 
 
SECOND:  Secretary Riggi  
 
APPROVAL:  Motion carried unanimously. 
 

Before entering into executive session Secretary Riggi thanked District Members for a good job done in 
2012.  You kept the public safe.  Keep up the good work.   

 
13. Executive Session 

 
MOTION:  Treasurer Serafini made a motion to enter into an Executive Session at 6:46p.m., 
pursuant to C.R.S. §24-6-402 (4)(b)and (f), to Receive Advice of Legal Counsel and to Discuss 
Personnel Matters.  No further action will be taken after the Executive Session.  
 
SECOND: Assistant Secretary Benallo 
 
APPROVAL:  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 
MOTION:  Secretary Riggi made a motion to return to general session at 10:14 p.m. 
 
SECOND: Treasurer Serafini  
 
APPROVAL:  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 
Adjournment 
 
MOTION: Secretary Riggi made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 10:14 p.m.  
 
SECOND: Treasurer Serafini 

 
APPROVAL: Motion carried unanimously. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:14 p.m. 
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Arlin Riggi, Secretary 
 

 

I hereby attest that the information communicated during the first Executive Session, which was not recorded, 
constituted privileged attorney-client communications. 
 
 
_______________________________________ 
Michelle Ferguson, Esq. 
 
I hereby attest that the first  Executive Session, which was not recorded, was confined to the topics authorized 
for discussion in Executive Session, pursuant to C.R.S. §24-6-402(4)(b) and (f). 
 
 
_______________________________________ 
Dean Morris, President 
 
 
 
 


