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STAFF SUMMARY OF MEETING

 COMMITTEE ON JOINT STATE VETERANS & MILITARY AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

Date: 12/19/2013 ATTENDANCE

Time: 10:34 AM to 11:50 AM Aguilar E
Conti E

Place: HCR 0107 Dore X
Foote E

This Meeting was called to order by Harvey E
Representative Ryden Herpin X

Humphrey X
This Report was prepared by Jones X

Bo Pogue Labuda X
Melton X

Moreno *
Nordberg E

Salazar X
Williams E

Ryden X
Ulibarri X

X = Present, E = Excused, A = Absent, * = Present after roll call

Bills Addressed: Action Taken:
Secretary of State SMART Act Presentation
Public Testimony

Witness Testimony and/or Committee Discussion Only
Witness Testimony and/or Committee Discussion Only

10:35 AM  --   Secretary of State SMART Act Presentation

The committee was called to order.  Mr. Scott Gessler, Secretary of State, presented to the committee the 
Department of State's briefing under the "State Measurement for Accountable, Responsive, and Transparent 
Government Act" (SMART Act).  Secretary Gessler was joined by his department's Chief of Staff, Mr. Gary 
Zimmerman, and Deputy Secretary of State Suzanne Staiert.  Committee members received the department's 2014 
regulatory agenda (Attachment A), the FY 2014-15 Joint Budget Committee (JBC) Staff Budget Briefing for the 
Department (Attachment B), and the JBC hearing document for the department (Attachment C).  Secretary Gessler 
read a prepared statement providing an overview of the Department of State's activities over the past year, issues 
facing the department, and the department's budget.
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10:45 AM

Secretary Gessler continued to brief the committee on the Department of State's activities, including 
undertakings and initiatives by the department's various divisions during 2013, and goals for the coming year.  
Secretary Gessler also discussed the impact of House Bill 13-1303, which made numerous changes to Colorado's 
election code, and potential election-related legislative initiatives for the upcoming legislative session.

10:56 AM

Secretary Gessler continued to brief the committee on the Department of State's activities, including efforts 
to clean voter rolls overseen by the department.  Discussion ensued regarding Secretary Gessler's presentation and 
its pertinence to the department's performance goals.  Secretary Gessler resumed his presentation, continuing to 
discuss efforts to ensure voter rolls are accurate, as well as to update voting machinery in the counties.  Secretary 
Gessler then discussed his department's budget, focusing in particular on how elections are funded.  Discussion 
ensued regarding oversight of the Department of State by the committee, and the department's efforts in meeting 
performance measures as outlined by the SMART Act.  Discussion followed regarding the recent briefing 
conducted for the JBC by its staff concerning the Department of State; the briefing indicated a potential budget 
deficit for the department associated with funding elections (see Attachment B).

11:12 AM

Discussion continued regarding the Department of State's budget, a potential departmental budget shortfall, 
and the impact of HB 13-1303 on the department's budget.  Discussion followed regarding the impact of HB 
13-1303 on the conduct of the 2013 election, and recent legal costs incurred by the department.  Senator Ulibarri 
requested a copy of the department's strategic plan.  Secretary Gessler responded to questions regarding certain 
expenditures made by the department to track potentially improper voter registrations.

11:24 AM

Secretary Gessler responded to questions regarding the Department of State's staffing levels, and the type 
of work performed by the department's customer service center.  Secretary Gessler responded to further questions 
regarding a recent case of potential fraudulent voter registration.  Ms. Staiert briefed the committee on the 
department's regulatory agenda and rulemaking activities in general.  Discussion ensued regarding the potential for 
the committee to conduct a future hearing to discuss the Department of State's strategic plan.  Committee members 
received copies of the department's strategic plan and FY 2014-15 budget request (Attachment D).
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11:32 AM  --   Public Testimony

The following persons testified regarding the Department of State and its activities:

11:33 AM    --    Mr. Harvie Branscomb, representing himself, testified before the committee regarding 
Colorado's election process.  Committee members received a document containing a number questions pertaining to 
elections in Colorado, prepared by Mr. Branscomb (Attachment E).  Mr. Branscomb mentioned a potential 
legislative initiative concerning approval voting.  Mr. Branscomb discussed the Department of State's leadership 
among states in the area of the conduct of elections, and related his experiences as a canvass board member.  Mr. 
Branscomb discussed certain impacts of the passage of HB 13-1303 on the 2013 general election, and potential 
improvements that may be made to election law.  He also discussed the benefits of voting in person.
 

11:45 AM

Mr. Branscomb continued to discuss the benefits of in-person voting and to catalog a number of potential 
improvements to the voting process.  Mr. Branscomb also referenced the questions he poses in Attachment E.

11:50 AM

The committee adjourned.
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