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DOME GOLD LEAF FACTS

· All the gold for the leaf was mined in Colorado (AngloGold Ashanti and Cripple Creek & Victor Gold Mining Company).

· The Colorado gold was then refined in Utah to 24 karat (.9999 pure) gold and hammered into gold leaf in Florence, Italy

· Gold leaf is applied (burnished) by brush from the back of a paper roll to tacky oil adhesive (sizing) over primer on copper.

· Each leaf is 3 1/8” x 3 1/8” square and rolled to between 1/8,000 and 1/10,000 inch thick (21 grams per 1,000 leaves).

· A single roll of gold leaf is 4 1/8” by 67’ (100 rolls, 240 leaves per roll).  A double roll is 7¾” x 67’ (90 rolls, 480 leaves per roll).

· Application of the leaves has proceeded at approximately 50 – 100 square feet per day.

· 60 – 65 ounces of gold will be required to cover the dome and lantern (approximately 140,000 leaves).

· Gilding of the dome began in early November 2013 and it is estimated to take four to six weeks to complete.

· This is the first time scaffolding has been placed on the capitol roof to accommodate restoration.  In the past, workers rappelled down the outside of the structure to re-gild the dome.
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