
PHOTOSENSITIZING MEDICATIONS 
 

Persons taking any of the medications below may first want to consult with their physician before tanning. 
 

Antihistamines 
 

Astemizole 
Azatadine 
Brompheniramine 
Buclizine 
Carbinoxamine 
Chlorpheniramine 
Clemastine 

Cyclizine 
Cyproheptadine 
Dexchlorpheniramine 
Dimenhydrinate 
Diphenhydramine 
Diphenylpyraline 
Doxylamine 

Hydroxyzine 
Meclizine 
Methapyrilene 
Methdilazine 
Orphenadrine 
Pheniramine 
Promethazine 

Pyrilamine 
Terfenadine 
Trimeprazine 
Tripelennamine 
Tripolidine 

 

Coal Tar and Derivatives 
 

Alphosyl 
Aquatar  Medotar 
Denorex Med. Shampoo 
DHS Tar Gel Shampoo 

DOAK Shampoo  
Estar 
Ionil T. Plus 
LAVATAR 

T/Derm Tar Emollient 
T/Gel Therapeutic 
Shampoo 
Tegrin Shampoo 

Zetar Shampoo

 

Contraceptives, Oral & Estrogens 
 

Estrogens 
Diethylstilbestrol 
Estopipate 
Estradiol 

 
Estrogens, conjugated 
Estrogens, esterified 
 

Progestogens 
Ethinyl estradiol 
Medroxyprogesterone 
Megestrol 

 
Norethindrone 
Norgestrel 
Quinestrol

 

NSAID (antiarthritics) 
 

Diclofenac 
Diflunisal 
Estrogens 
Fenoprofen 

Flurbiprofen 
Ibuprofen 
Ketoprofen 
Meclofenamate     

Naproxen 
Phenylbutazone 
Piroxicam 
Progestogens 

Sulindac 
Suprofen 
Tolmetin 

 

Phenothiazines 
 

Acetophenazine 
Butaperazine 
Carphenazine 
Chlorpromazine 
Ethoproprazine 

Fluphenazine 
Mesoridazine 
Methdilazine 
Methotrimeprazine 
Perphenazine 

Piperacetazine 
Prochlororperazine 
Promazine 
Promethazine 
Propiomazine 

Thiethylperazine 
Thioridazine 
Trifluoperazine 
Triflupromazine 
Trimeprazine 

 

Sulfonamides 
 

Acetazolamide 
Sulfacytine 
Sulfadiazine 

Sulfadoxine 
Sulfamethizole 
 

Sulfamethoxazole 
Sulfapyrazone 
 

Sulfasalazine 
Sulfisoxazole 
 

 

Sulfonylureas 
 

Acetohexamide 
Acetohexamide 

Chlorpropamide 
Glipizide 

Glyburide 
Tolazamide 

Tolbutamide 

 

Thiazide Diuretics 
 

Bendroflumethiazide 
Benzthiazide 
Chlorothalidone 

Chlorothiazide 
Cyclothiazide 
Hydrochlorothiazide 

Hydroflumethiazide 
Methyclothiazide 
Ploythiazide 

Trichlormethiazide 

 

Tricyclic Antidepressants 
 

Amitriptyline 
Amoxapine 

Desipramine 
Doxepin 

Imipramine 
Nortriptyline 

Protyiptyline 
Trimipramine 

 
OTHER PHOTOSENSITIZING AGENTS 

 

Antifungals (Fentichlor, Jadit); antimicrobials or antiseptics (Bithionol, Chlorhexidine); artificial sweeteners Cyclamates); coal tar and 
derivatives for psoriasis and chronic eczema in shampoo (Anthracene, phenolic agents); certain cosmetics and dyes (Acridine, 
Fluorescein, Methyl blue/violet, Trypaflavin ); deodorant and bacteriostatic agents in soaps (Halogenated carbanilides/phenols); 
fluorescent brightening agent for cellulose, nylon, or wool fibers (Blankophor); herbal supplements (Ginko Biloba, St. John's Wort); 
melanogenics (furocoumarins--petroleum products); perfumes and toilet articles (essential oils—cedar, citron, lavendar); perfumes and 
colognes (flavoring/spices—Rutaceae, Umbelliferae); psoralens (Methozsalen, Triozsalen); tattoos (Cadmium sulfide) 
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