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SUBJECT: HACCP Plan Approval for Specialized Food Processing Methods

Retail food establishments that use specialized food processing methods such as curing, smoking, and
sprouting beans are required to submit a Hazard Analysis Critical Control Point (HACCP) plan to the
department and obtain approval prior to implementing the process, in accordance with Section 3-606 of
the revised Colorado Retail Food Establishment Rules and Regulations.

In an effort to create a uniform application of the requirements and adequately protect consumers from
the increased risk of foodborne iliness from Specialized Processing Methods, the department requires
that the HACCP plan initially be submitted to, and approved by, a recognized Process Authority or
other HACCP specialist approved by the department. All documentation shall then be submitted to the
applicable local or state public health agency for final approval prior to implementing the process.

Please see the attached Process Authority or Equivalent List for a list of contacts. This is not an
exhaustive listing, and mention of a company or university on it does not represent an endorsement by
the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment.

Failure to follow the above provisions may result in the regulatory authority citing the violative condition
and seeking corrective action such as denaturing and disposing of the mishandled product.

All previous interpretive memoranda issued pertaining to this subject are hereby superseded as of the
effective date above.

Jeff Lawrence, Director
Division of Environmental Health and Sustainability

Attachment A: Process Authority or Equivalent Contact List

25-4-1601 C.R.S. provides CDPHE’s authority for the uniform statewide administration, implementation, interpretation, and enforcement of
The Colorado Retail Food Establishment Rules and Regulations. This interpretive memo is issued in accordance with this authority and
CDPHE expects its contents to be implemented in accordance with the statutory requirement.
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