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CDPHE on YouTube

Environmental Agriculture

Program

Welcome!

Welcome to the Environmental Agriculture Program's

quarterly newsletter.  We hope to offer news, updates,

insights and trainings through this newsletter.  Our hope

is to foster community and cooperation between the Ag

Program and the community we serve.

News and Events

9th Annual Ag Program Stakeholder Meeting

The 9th annual Ag Program stakeholder meeting was held

on Tuesday, February 12, 2014 at the CDPHE laboratory

services building. Topics of this years annual meeting included:

new staff, regulation updates, enforcement issues, program goals

and priorities, inspections, budgets and more. If you would like to

see the slide presentation of the Stakeholder Meeting click the

link below.

Stakeholder Meeting Presentation Slides

Annual Reports Due

The 2013 Annual Reports for permitted facilities were due

March 31, 2014 for the reporting year of January 1 - December

31, 2013.  Please be sure to send a copy of your annual report to

the local health department for your county. 

click here to find your local health agency

If you have not submitted your annual report please submit your

report as soon as possible.  In addition, please contact the Ag

Program representative for your county and let them know your

report is on the way!

Regulatory Guidance

Proposed Rule for the Clean Water Act

The US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the US

Army corps of Engineers have proposed a new rule to clarify

protection for streams and wetlands under the Clean Water Act. 

The proposed rule is designed to define some types of streams

and wetlands more clearly in order to eliminate confusion

over which streams and wetlands are eligible for protection under

the Clean Water Act.  The proposed rule does not affect any of

the Clean Water Act exemptions and exclusions for agriculture. 

In development of the rule the EPA and Army Corps

coordinated with the US Department of Agriculture to develop

an interpretive rule to protect an additional 56 specific

conservation practices that protect or improve water

quality. The EPA is currently accepting comments and input on

the proposed rule for the next 90 days. For more information on

the proposed rule and the implications for agriculture you can

visit the EPA website by selecting the link below.

www.epa.gov/uswaters

Change is Inevitable

Has your facility had any changes lately?  Have you sold your

facility?  Please be sure to notify the Ag Program of any

changes that may have occurred at your facility.  Changes may

include changes of ownership, contact information, animal

numbers, land application sites and much more.  Updating your

facility information ensures that the Ag Program has the most

accurate information and allows us to contact you if needed. 

Forms for updating your records can be found at our website at:

http://colorado.gov/cdphe/cafos

Inspection Responses

Did you have an inspection this year?  If you did, your

inspection report may have identified items at your facility to

address. These items must be corrected and reported to the

Ag Program within 120 days of the date you receive your

inspection report. When you submit your response to the Ag

Program, please be sure to submit documentation or photographs

showing that the corrective action items have been properly

addressed and the work has been completed.  We can not return

your facility to compliance without this documentation.

Coming this summer...

What’s that in the Sky? A bird?
Superman?…

No, just some big planes!

The Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment’s
Air Pollution Control Division (APCD) is participating in an air

monitoring study called the Front Range Air Pollution and

Photochemistry Experiment (FRAPPÉ). The study will occur in
mid-July to mid-August of this year.

FRAPPE, one of a series of studies to occur this summer, will

include collecting air monitoring data to examine the effects of

local and transported sources of pollution and how they interact

to affect air quality in Colorado.  The study will look at multiple

sources of air emissions including: motor vehicles, power plants,

oil and gas operations, wildfires, and agriculture. The study will

utilize large, low flying aircraft to collect air samples.  In

addition to low flying aircraft, there will also be mobile labs

collecting information at ground level.

A presentation about the study will be given by Daniel Bon from

the Air Pollution Control Division during the next meeting of

the Rocky Mountain National Park Agriculture Subcommittee

on May 21, 2014. This meeting will take place at the Southwest

Weld County Services Complex in Longmont. For additional

information about the meeting please contact Liz Sapio at:

elizabeth.sapio@state.co.us.  For additional information on the

study please visit the following web sites:

http://www2.acd.ucar.edu/frappe

http://www.nasa.gov/mission_pages/discover-aq/

Environmental Leadership Program

The Colorado Environmental Leadership Program (ELP), is

looking for participants from the Colorado agriculture

community.  The ELP is a voluntary program recognizing

Colorado entities which go beyond environmental regulations

and reach towards the goal of sustainability.  The ELP consists

of three levels: Bronze, Silver and Gold.  There is no fee for

participation and members can receive state incentives!  For

more information on the program visit their website:

www.colorado.gov/cdphe/elp

or contact Lynette Myers, the program administrator at

303-692-3477.

Questions? Concerns?

Do you have an idea for an newsletter article? Do you have

questions or concerns regarding regulatory compliance,

inspections, and enforcement? Please feel free to contact us at

the email or phone numbers listed above and we will be glad to

assist you. 
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