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Welcome!

Welcome to the spring 2015 issue of the

Environmental Agriculture Program's quarterly

newsletter. We offer news, updates, insights and

trainings through this newsletter. Our hope is to

foster understanding and cooperation between the

Ag Program and the community we serve.

2015 Waste to Worth Conference

Ag Program staff attended the Waste to Worth 2015

conference held in Seattle, WA from March 30 to

April 4, 2015. The conference, hosted by the National

Livestock and Poultry Environmental Learning Center,

brings together agricultural professionals to address

issues related to air, water, soil and climate. This

year’s discussion topics included an air quality

symposium, which looked at emissions from

agricultural operations, innovations in anaerobic

digestion design and operation, measurement and

fate of nitrogen from manure application, and

nutrient recovery and utilization technologies. The

conference also offered the opportunity to

participate in tours that highlighted the agricultural

sector and innovative nutrient management

processes being implemented in Washington.

For more information regarding topics covered during

the 2015 conference and to view the various

presentations and literature, please

visit: www.extension.org/72719.

2015 Inspection Season Coming To a Close

The 2015 inspection year is drawing to a close. Only a

few CAFO and HCSFO inspections remain this quarter.

If you had a CAFO inspection this year, you should

have received the new Post Inspection Summary Form

on the day of the inspection. Although these forms

are not the official inspection report they are

intended to summarize the more obvious compliance

issues noted during the inspection and give operators

a head start on returning to compliance. Early

indications are that the forms did their job! The Ag

Program is seeing the number of days out of

compliance drop in our preliminary analysis of the

data. We even had a few facilities end up with no

ECAs at all! 

The Ag Program wants to send out a big "Thank You"

to all of the operators that got to work quickly on

their compliance issues and sent in responses before

their deadline! Keep up the good work!

Ag Program Fee Bill

The Ag Program's fee ill was introduced to the

legislature as part of a larger fee bill proposed by the

Water Quality Control Division (HB15-1249). This year's

bill does not increase the Ag Program fees but

extends the current fees adopted in 2009 for

another three years until 2018. HB15-1249 was

reviewed by several committees in both chambers

and is now headed to the Governor's desk for

signature. Please visit the Colorado General Assembly

website for additional information.

DEHS Milk Program's Top 10

Violations 

The Division of Environmental Health and

Sustainability' is not only home to the Environmental

Agriculture Program but is also home to the State's

Milk Program. Many of Colorado's dairies are

regulated to some degree by both programs so we

thought it would be beneficial to include some of the

data from the Milk Program's  Grade A inspections. In

an effort to raise awareness of these common issues,

which can often be addressed with adequate training

and supervision, they have compiled the following list

of the top ten violations found:

1. 3a. Milking Parlor - Cleanliness: occurs over

30% of the time. Keep parlor and equipment

maintained and clean between milkings.

2. 10a. Utensils and Equipment - cleanliness:

when combined with No. 6 below this item

can impact milk safety and quality.

3. 19d. Insect and Rodent Control: keep doors

and windows in good repair, properly sealed

and/or shut.

4. 5a. Milk Room - Floors: expensive but

necessary item. Floors cannot be adequately

cleaned if worn, cracked and have exposed

aggregate.

5. 6a. Milk Room - Cleanliness: keep floors,

walls, tables, windows and sills free of manure,

dirt, insects, etc.

6. 11a. Utensils and Equipment - Sanitation: if a

bulk tank or silo has to be cleaned (see 10a

above) and sanitized, you can't have one

without the other. 

7. 14e. Milk and Equipment Properly

Protected: ensure that the bulk tank vent

caps and drip deflectors are in place and all

product lines are properly connected or

capped.

8. 7d. Toilet Room in Compliance: 10% of dairy

farms have issues ranging from no toilet paper

or paper towels at the hand sink to human

waste in the trash can.

9. 8C. Water Supply - Cross Connections: this

item can cause contaminated water to end up

in a bulk tank or CIP system.

10. 12a. Storage - Equipment and

Containers: keep items like hoses, jetter

cups, divert plugs and milk cans where they

can be maintained clean, allowed to drain, or

protected from contamination.

To learn more about the milk inspection process and

what compliance assistance the Milk Program can

offer your facility; please contact Paul Klug at 303-

692-3633 or paul.klug@state.co.us.

On-line Tools and Potential Funding Available

for Producers!

There are several resources available for producers

who are looking to reduce air emissions; reduce

energy costs; or invest in anaerobic digestion for

waste management and energy production:

National Air Quality Site Assessment Tool

Wondering if there's anything you can do to reduce

air emissions from your facility? NAQSAT is a powerful,

easy to use on-line program that was developed for

livestock producers to identify opportunities to

reduce air emissions. In addition, NAQSAT will be a

key component in ranking eligible projects for NRCS

EQIP Air Quality Initiative funding. It is anticipated

that $1.8 million will be available through

the initiative later in 2015. For more information and

to access the NAQSAT tool,

please click here.

Colorado Dairy and Irrigation Efficiency Program

Do you want to lower the energy costs for your dairy

and electric irrigation equipment? The Colorado Dairy

and Irrigation Efficiency Program can provide free

energy audits and technical support and access to

financial resources to help offset the upfront cost of

energy efficiency improvements. For additional

information regarding the Colorado Dairy and

Irrigation Efficiency Program and to read how the

program has already positively affected one Colorado

diary,

please click here.

Anaerobic Digestion

Tool Kit & Sales Tax Exemption

Interested in turning waste from your facility into

electricity? Anaerobic digestion may be more feasible

than you think. The Colorado Energy Office is

promoting the development of anaerobic digestion

through its new on-line tool kit. In addition,

legislation has been passed to provide a sales tax

exemption for anaerobic digestion equipment. For

more information on anaerobic digestion and the

tools available to help you get started, 

please click here.

Spring Time Reminders

With Spring upon us, here are a few helpful

reminders from common issues we often see during

inspections:

Record keeping - be sure to maintain accurate

records of all land application events.

Ensure adequate storage in your facility

impoundments for the designed storm event. 

Prevent the unintentional ponding of wastewater

from the melting snow by maintaining the production

area.

Questions? Concerns?

Do you have an idea for a newsletter article? Do you

have a complaint or questions or concerns regarding

regulatory compliance, inspections, or enforcement?

Please contact us at the email or phone numbers

listed above and we will be glad to assist you. 
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