
Cancer Disparities in Colorado 

Slides from the chronic disease factsheet 
series 



Facts for Action: Chronic Diseases and Related Risk Factors 
in Colorado 

Disparities in Cancer Diagnoses 

• Breast and prostate cancer were the leading cancer diagnoses regardless of race/ethnicity in Colorado during 
2007-2011. 

• Kidney cancer ranked 5th for both White, Hispanic Coloradans and for Black Coloradans, but only 10th for 
White, non-Hispanic Coloradans.  



Disparities in Cancer Incidence and Mortality 
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• Overall in 2011, males had higher cancer incidence and mortality rates compared to 
females.  Differences also existed between racial and ethnic groups.   
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Cancer Incidence and Mortality by Race/Ethnicity, 2011 

Data source: Colorado Central Cancer Registry 

Breast 
• Incidence is highest among White, non-Hispanic women (126.8 per 100,000 persons). 
 
Prostate 
• Black Coloradans had a significantly higher incidence of prostate cancer (182.9 per 100,000 

persons) and a higher mortality rate (51.5 per 100,000 persons). 
 
Lung 
• White, Hispanic Coloradans experienced significantly lower incidence and mortality rates of 

lung cancer compared to the other race/ethnicities. 
 
Colon and Rectum 
• Early detection through screening was less frequent among White, Hispanic and Black 

Coloradans with colorectal cancer compared to White, non-Hispanic Coloradans. 
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