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STATE OF COLORADO RULES AND REGULATIONS PERTAINING TO EPIDEMIC 
AND COMMUNICABLE DISEASE CONTROL 

. . .  

Regulation 8. Reporting of Diseases Among Animals AND WAIVER PROCESS FOR RABIES  
  

7 
INOCULATION 8 

A. Every veterinarian, livestock owner, veterinary diagnostic laboratory director, or other person 
having the care of, or knowledge of, the existence of animals having or suspected of having any 
disease which may endanger the public health such as rabies, anthrax, encephalitis, bovine 
spongioform encephalopathy, etc., shall promptly report the facts to the local health department 
or health agency or the State Department of Health.  
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B. PURSUANT TO C.R.S. § 25-4-607 (2), A VETERINARIAN LICENSED IN COLORADO MAY ISSUE A WRITTEN 
WAIVER AS PROVIDED IN THIS SECTION EXEMPTING AN ANIMAL FROM A RABIES VACCINATION ORDER IF 
THE VETERINARIAN, IN HIS OR HER PROFESSIONAL OPINION, DETERMINES THE RABIES INOCULATION IS 
CONTRAINDICATED DUE TO THE ANIMAL’S MEDICAL CONDITION. THE TERMS “WAIVER” AND “EXEMPTION” 
AS USED IN THIS SECTION ARE INTERCHANGEABLE.  A VETERINARIAN MAY ISSUE A WAIVER IF: 
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1. THE ANIMAL TO BE EXEMPTED HAS A MEDICAL CONDITION DEFINED AS “A DISEASE, ILLNESS, OR 
OTHER PATHOLOGICAL STATE” FOR WHICH, IN THE OPINION OF THE EXEMPTING VETERINARIAN, A 
RABIES INOCULATION IS CONTRAINDICATED; 

2. A VALID VETERINARY-CLIENT-PATIENT RELATIONSHIP, AS DEFINED UNDER C.R.S. §12-64-103 
(15.5), HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED BETWEEN THE VETERINARIAN, OWNER AND ANIMAL TO BE 
EXEMPTED FROM RABIES INOCULATION; 

3. THE VETERINARIAN COMPLETES AND SIGNS THE VETERINARY SECTION OF THE EXEMPTION FROM 
RABIES VACCINATION FORM PROVIDED BY THE DEPARTMENT; 

4. THE ANIMAL OWNER SIGNS THE INFORMED CONSENT SECTION OF THE EXEMPTION FROM RABIES 
VACCINATION FORM; 

5. THE VETERINARIAN MAINTAINS THE SIGNED EXEMPTION AS PART OF THE ANIMAL’S MEDICAL 
RECORD AND PROVIDES A COPY TO THE OWNER;  

6. THE EXEMPTION ISSUED IS LIMITED TO THE ANTICIPATED DURATION OF THE ANIMAL’S MEDICAL 
CONDITION THAT PRECLUDES INOCULATION; AND 

7. THE VETERINARIAN PROVIDES A COPY OF THE EXEMPTION FORM TO THE DEPARTMENT, THE 
LOCAL HEALTH DEPARTMENT OR ANIMAL CONTROL AGENCY WHEN REQUESTED.  

C. A WAIVER MAY NOT EXCEED A PERIOD OF THREE YEARS FROM THE DATE OF ISSUANCE.  IF THE MEDICAL 
CONDITION PERSISTS BEYOND A THREE YEAR PERIOD AND, IN THE PROFESSIONAL OPINION OF A 
VETERINARIAN LICENSED IN THE STATE OF COLORADO THE EXEMPTION CONTINUES TO BE APPROPRIATE, 
A NEW WAIVER MAY BE ISSUED.    
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D. UPON RECEIVING A COMPLAINT REGARDING THE VALIDITY OF A RABIES INOCULATION EXEMPTION, THE 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OR HIS/HER DESIGNEE(S) MAY REVIEW EXEMPTION FROM RABIES VACCINATION 
FORMS AND EXAMINE THE VETERINARY RECORDS PERTAINING TO THE MEDICAL CONDITION TO DETERMINE 
IF THE MEDICAL CONDITION LEGITIMATELY CONTRAINDICATES RABIES INOCULATION. IF APPROPRIATE, THE 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OR HIS/HER DESIGNEE(S) MAY REFER THE CASE TO THE STATE BOARD OF 
VETERINARY MEDICINE. 
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