
 
 
Algorithm for Managing 
Cat, Dog and Ferret  
Bites in Colorado 

 

 

Report bite to local 
health department, 
animal control, or 
sheriff department

Location of 
biting animal 

known? 

Did the 
bite occur 

in 
Colorado?

Bite unprovoked?
Did animal appear 

ill? 
Unusual or 
extenuating 

circumstances? 

Did the bite 
occur in the 

U.S.? 

Did the bite 
occur in 

Mexico or 
other 

developing 
country? 

Delay treatment 
and consult with 
the local or state 

health department

Administer rabies 
prophylaxis* 

No rabies 
prophylaxis

Confirm 
rabies 

vaccination 
status 

Animal alive and 
healthy? 

  No

Animal 
dead? 

Animal ill with 
neurobehavioral 
signs consistent 

with rabies?

Animal alive 
and healthy 10 
days post-bite? 

Submit for 
rabies testing

Test result 

NoYes 

 No 

No 

 

No 

 

 

 Yes 

10-day observation 
period (recommended) 

OR 
Animal sacrificed and 

tested 
($50 for test + vet 

costs to owner) 

     Negative

Positive

No Yes 

 No

 Yes 

 No

Yes

Yes

No

Yes

No 

Did the bite 
occur in an 
area with 
skunk rabies? 

Yes

*Although not required, the state 
health department requests reports 
of persons given rabies prophylaxis 

Bite by cat, dog or 
ferret 

Skin was broken

Yes 

   

 Yes


