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Note: These minutes are a summary of the proceedings and motions of the November 24, 2015 meeting of the Colorado Healthcare-
Associated Infections Advisory Committee.

CALL TO ORDER

Renee Peters and Tara Janosz called the November 24, 2015 Colorado Healthcare-
Associated Infections Advisory Committee (CHAIAC) to order at approximately 2:05 p.m.
at the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment, 4300 Cherry Creek Drive
South, Denver, Colorado, 80246.

MEMBERS (in person)
(via teleconference)

Colleen Casaceli, Peggy Sabel, Tara Janosz, Ann Kokish, Renee Peters Cindy Thistel
(Via tele) Peggy Sabel, Carole Hemmelgarn, Paul Hill, Allison Sabel, and Katie Cary

CDPHE STAFF

GUESTS

Wendy Bamberg, Tamara Hoxworth, Rosine Angbanzan, Karen Strott, Dale Spencer,

Teri Hulett, Christine LaRocca, and Deanna Curry (Telligen)

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Renee Peters
Tara Janosz

Motion to approve Minutes by Colleen Casaceli and seconded by Tara Janosz

Motion Approved

COMMITTEE BUSINESS

Renee Peters
Tara Jansoz

Renee gave a summary of the presentation given by Dr. Grace Thornhill from 3M on
endoscope contamination at the November 20, 2015 APIC meeting. Dr. Thornhill
discussed the advantages to manual cleaning and forced drying of endoscopes to prevent
biofilm. She suggested that a return to ethylene oxide for sterilization purposes for scopes.
Currently there is not a single guideline available for 100% effective endoscope cleaning.
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PROGRAM UPDATES

Tamara Hoxworth
Wendy Bamberg

Statute Changes and Updates

Annual Report

Tamara introduced Dale Spencer as the new HAI epidemiologist for the Health Facilities
Infection Surveillance Unit and HAI Program. Dale will be exploring other data sources
besides NHSN to examine HALI infections and identify areas where interventions are
needed for prevention. He is currently working with Helen Johnston of the HAI Program
on a project to examine the congruence of c. diff data between NHSN and EIP data
sources.

The advisory committee piece of our HAI disclosure statute (HB 06-1045) scheduled to
sunset June 2016, so this is a good opportunity to update language and get some
stakeholder feedback regarding needed revisions. The state is also working with CHA and
Telligen to get their input in language changes, updating definitions, and striking obsolete
language. Language changes include broadening the definitions of facilities, providers and
health care associated infections. It is hoped that the revised statute will give the
committee more control in the selection of infections to monitor.

Examples of definition changes: health care acquired” to “health care associated and MD
to healthcare provider. There will be a composition change to the advisory committee to
allow for representation from providers dialysis centers, nursing homes, rehabilitation
centers, home care organizations, and outpatient medical offices.

There is a legislative review process that statute changes must go through that include
hearings before House and Senate committees. The first hearing is to occur in January and
the date is not yet known, but we are to be notified of the hearing date approximately one
week before it occurs. Committee members may attend this hearing.

Data were sent to facilities for their review and previewed by the HAI committee. Some
facilities did not get their data in until the 15" of November and November 1% was the data
upload date; data is collected from August 1% through July 31%. The number of infections
is suppressed for facilities conducting less than 20 procedures a year or having less than 50
line days a year. CLABSI used 2013 national averages for comparison this year. Next
year, the baseline data for everything will be from 2015 national data.

NHSN Updates 2016
Tamara Hoxworth

Not too many changes for 2016, however all surgeries will exclude non-primarily
closed incisions, primarily affecting colon procedures. The Antimicrobial Use and
Resistance module and long-term care modules are or will become available in
January. There is a new ATLAS electronic application that will allow states to look at
32 different pathogens and compare to other states.

In the future, NHSN will be doing away with the Confer Rights process and will let
facilities know that by signing on to NHSN they are agreeing to share their data with
states, federal and other entities. The 2016 upload will accommodate ICD-10 codes.
CDC now recommends publishing 2 HAI reports, one directed for consumer audiences
and one directed to health care personnel.

ADJOURNMENT

Meeting adjourned at 4:15 PM. There will be no December meeting; next meeting is
scheduled for January 26", 2015.
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