< LETTERHEAD>

Important Notice to Parents

<Date>

A child who attends <facility name> was diagnosed with pneumococcal disease, which is caused by the bacteria called Streptococcus pneumoniae or pneumococcus.  This bacteria frequently causes ear infections in children and less frequently may cause more serious infections such as pneumonia, meningitis (infection of the tissues surrounding the brain and spinal cord), and bloodstream infections.  

There is a vaccine that protects children against the most common strains of the pneumococcal bacteria called PCV7 or Prevnar® vaccine.  This vaccine is recommended for all children less than 5 years of age attending childcare.  If your child is less than 5 years of age, please review their immunization record to ensure they are fully vaccinated against pneumococcal disease.  If your child less than 5 years of age is not fully vaccinated, contact your child’s health care provider to receive a pneumococcal vaccination.  

The symptoms of serious pneumococcal disease can include the following: fever, stiff neck, confusion, drowsiness, irritability, vomiting, and shortness of breath or rapid breathing.  If your child develops some of these symptoms, please contact your doctor immediately.

There is no known benefit to taking preventative antibiotics in this type of situation.

For further information contact <contact person’s name> (phone number) at the <name of health department or nursing service>.

