
 

 
 

 
2013-2014 Influenza Season  

Reporting through the week ending May 24th, 2014 
(All data are provisional and may change as more reports are received.) 

 
 

Synopsis:  For the week ending May 24th, influenza activity was minimal.  This week marks the end of the 
official influenza season, although reporting of influenza-like illness (ILI) will continue throughout the 
summer.  Reporting of hospitalizations and death surveillance due to influenza, testing activities by sentinel 
hospital labs, outbreak reporting, and virology typing at the state lab will be suspended over the summer and 
resume in week 40 of the 2014/15 season. 
 

 A cumulative total of 1759 hospitalizations from 53 counties have been reported. 
 

 Influenza-like illness (ILI) levels from Kaiser Permanente for the Denver-Boulder 
metropolitan remained low at 0.7%.  Mesa County ILI was 0.1%. 

 No influenza-associated pediatric deaths have been reported as of the week ending 05/24. 

 No additional outbreaks were reported during the most recent week.  There have been a 
total of seven influenza-associated outbreaks reported in long-term care facilities since 
the season began.   

 

Hospitalizations:  From the week ending November 30th, 2013 through the week ending April 26th, 
2014, a hospitalized patient with any positive influenza test is being counted as an influenza-
associated hospitalization. During the summer, early season, and late season month’s only cases 
confirmed by PCR, DFA, or viral culture are counted as cases.   

There have been a total of 1759 influenza hospitalizations reported from 53 counties.  Of these, 1684 (96%) 
are influenza type A, and the remaining 75 (4%) are influenza type B (figure 3).  Surveillance shows that 
the 2013/14 influenza season peaked during the week ending 1/4/2014 with 330 hospitalizations reported.  
This is the highest number of hospitalizations reported during a single week since hospitalizations became 
a reportable condition (2004/2005 season), excluding the pandemic (2009/2010 season) when 355 
hospitalizations were reported. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Figure 1 
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Figure 3 

 

 
Children less than 6 months represent 2.8% of all hospitalizations but have the highest hospitalization 
rate (150.3).  The 6-23 month and 65+ year age groups have the next two highest hospitalization rates.  
The 50-64 year age group accounts for the largest proportion of hospitalizations (29%) (table 1, figures 
4 and 5).   
 
 
Table 1 

Influenza-Associated Hospitalizations 
by Age Group, Colorado 2013-14                                                                

10/05/13-5/24/14 
 

Age No.* % CO pop dist 
Rate per 
100,000 

<6 mo 50 2.8  33257 150.3 
6-23mo 83 4.7  99744 83.2 
2-4 86 4.9  208449 41.3 
5-18 119 6.8  968572 12.3 
19-24 60 3.4  418412 14.3 

25-49 417 23.7  1810130 23.0 

50-64 510 29.0  1002508 50.9 

65+ 434 24.7  577445 75.2 
Total 1759 100.0  5118517 34.4 
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Figure 4 

 

 

Figure 5                     
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The county distribution of influenza-associated hospitalizations shows local influenza activity with only two 
cases reported from two counties (El Paso and Jefferson).  There have been a total of 1759 influenza-associated 
hospitalizations reported in 53 counties.  Influenza activity levels remains minimal (figure 7).   
 
 
Table 2      Influenza-Associated Hospitalizations  

By County by Diagnosis Date 
2013/14 

County 

4/27/14 through 5/24/14  
Current Week Diagnosed Cases 

10/05/13 through 5/24/14 
Cumulative Diagnosed      Cases   

2009 
H1N1 H3 

 
Type                

A        
Type  

B TOTAL 
2009     
H1N1 H3 

Type   
A 

Type   
B TOTAL 

Rate 
per 

100,000 
Total 0 1 1 0 2 970 23 690 76 1759 34.4 

Adams         0 116 6 30 5 157 34.8 
Alamosa         0 0 0 4 0 4 25.6 
Arapahoe         0 163 5 88 14 270 46.2 
Archuleta         0 2 0 0 0 2 16.6 
Baca         0 0 0 4 0 4 105.7 
Bent         0 0 0 1 0 1 15.8 
Boulder         0 18 0 29 5 52 17.3 
Broomfield         0 7 0 6 0 13 22.7 
Chaffee         0 3 0 1 0 4 22.3 
Cheyenne         0         0 0.0 
Clear Creek         0 0 0 1 0 1 11.2 
Conejos         0 0 0 1 0 1 12.1 
Costilla         0 1 0 0 0 1 27.3 
Crowley         0 1 0 0 0 1 17.2 
Custer         0         0 0.0 
Delta         0 3 1 9 1 14 46.0 
Denver         0 190 5 96 11 302 48.6 
Dolores         0         0 0.0 
Douglas         0 23 1 48 7 79 27.0 
Eagle         0 7 1 0 1 9 17.4 
El Paso 0 0 1 0 1 162 0 44 6 212 33.3 
Elbert         0 4 0 2 0 6 25.9 
Fremont         0 5 0 10 0 15 31.7 
Garfield         0 6 0 7 1 14 24.9 
Gilpin         0         0 0.0 
Grand         0 2 0 0 0 2 13.8 
Gunnison         0 0 0 2 0 2 13.0 
Hinsdale         0         0 0.0 
Huerfano         0 2 0 3 0 5 77.2 
Jackson         0         0 0.0 
Jefferson 0 1 0 0 1 85 2 56 5 148 27.4 
Kiowa         0 0 0 1 0 1 69.8 
Kit Carson         0 1 1 2 1 5 61.3 
La Plata         0 2 0 9 1 12 23.1 
Lake         0 2 0 0 0 2 27.0 
Larimer         0 44 1 25 3 73 23.9 
Las Animas         0 1 0 0 0 1 6.7 



Lincoln         0 1 0 0 1 2 37.0 
Logan         0 5 0 7 0 12 54.1 
Mesa         0 22 0 43 2 67 45.3 
Mineral         0         0 0.0 
Moffat         0 1 0 2 0 3 22.3 
Montezuma         0 0 0 1 0 1 3.9 
Montrose         0 4 0 2 1 7 17.1 
Morgan         0 0 0 20 3 23 81.2 
Otero         0 2 0 6 0 8 42.4 
Ouray         0         0 0.0 
Park         0 0 0 2 0 2 12.4 
Phillips         0 1 0 1 0 2 45.6 
Pitkin         0 0 0 3 1 4 23.4 
Prowers         0 0 0 1 1 2 16.0 
Pueblo         0 33 0 38 1 72 44.9 
Rio Blanco         0 1 0 0 0 1 14.7 
Rio Grande         0 1 0 3 0 4 33.6 
Routt         0 1 0 3 0 4 17.2 
Saguache         0 0 0 0 1 1 16.0 
San Juan         0         0 0.0 
San Miguel         0 0 0 1 0 1 13.3 
Sedgwick         0 2 0 0 0 2 84.8 
Summit         0 2 0 0 1 3 10.7 
Teller         0 3 0 2 0 5 21.4 
Washington         0 1 0 5 0 6 126.1 
Weld         0 40 0 71 3 114 44.1 
Yuma         0         0 0.0 
Unknown         0         0 0.0 
Counties in bold have reported influenza-associated hospitalizations during the 2013/14 
season 

 
 
 
Virology Surveillance:  One additional specimen (out of two submitted) tested positive for influenza 
by PCR at the state laboratory.  Since the season began on September 29th, among 1028 PCR positive 
specimens tested at the state laboratory, 44 (4%) have subtyped as H3, 966 (94%) as 2009 H1N1, and 
18 (2%) specimens confirmed positive as type B (table 3).   
 
Table 3                    

CDPHE laboratory Influenza Type and Subtyping Results* 
2013-2014 Influenza Season 

  Current Week            
(Week Ending 5/24/14) 

Cumulative      
(10/05/2013-5/24/2014) 

Total Positive for A  1 (100%) 1010 (98%) 
     2009 H1N1            0  (0%)            966 (96%) 
     H3            1  (100%)            44   (4%) 
Total Positive for B 0 (0%)  18 (2%) 
Total Positive by PCR 1 1028 
*By week of diagnosis 

 



Influenza-Like Illness (ILI) Surveillance:  The percentages shown in the graph are based on the 
number of Kaiser Permanente Colorado primary care office visits in the Denver-Boulder area assigned 
a diagnosis consistent with influenza-like illness divided by the total number of clinic visits for the 
week.  For the week ending May 24th, the percent of Kaiser ILI visits was 0.7%.  Mesa County ILI was 
0.1%. 

Figure 6 

 

Figure 7 
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