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REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING

The City Council of the City of Las Animas, County of Bent, State of Colorado, met in regular session in the City Council Chambers on Tuesday, May 10, 2016, at 7:00 p.m.  There being present at roll call were the following members: 

Mayor:


Jim Collins
Council members:
Troy Abdulla

Eloy Salazar



Frank Schmeiser



Robert Smith



 
Janice Cline (joined the meeting at 7:23 p.m.)
Elizabeth Ybarra




Mayor Jim Collins declared a quorum present.


Others Present:



Ron Clodfelter:

Superintendent of Light & Power



Charmaine Tripp:
City Clerk & Treasurer 


Ken Wagner:

Public Works Director


Ashley Brandon:
Interested Citizen



Kathy Dieterle:

Interested Citizen



Stephanie Gonzales:
SECED

Jason McDonald:
Interested Citizen

Kim MacDonnell:
Bent County Development Foundation
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Mayor Jim Collins asked Councilman Frank Schmeiser to lead the group in the Pledge of Allegiance.


DISPOSITION OF MINUTES

Councilman Frank Schmeiser moved, Councilman Eloy Salazar seconded to adopt the Minutes of the Regular meeting of April 10, 2016 as presented. On a voice vote, Mayor Jim Collins declared the Motion carried.

Councilman Frank Schmeiser moved, Councilman Eloy Salazar seconded to adopt the Special Call meeting of April 21, 2016 as presented.  On a voice vote, Mayor Jim Collins declared the Motion carried.

Councilman Frank Schmeiser moved, Councilman Troy Abdulla seconded to adopt the Special Call meeting of May 3, 2016 as presented.  On a voice vote, Mayor Jim Collins declared the Motion carried.

COMMUNITY ORGANIZATION/COMMUNITY REPORTS:  Kim MacDonnell, Bent County Development Foundation Director and Stephanie Gonzales, SECED Director.  
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Mayor Jim Collins recognized Kim MacDonnell from the Bent County Development Foundation and Stephanie Gonzales, SECED Director.  Kim MacDonnell addressed the City Council and reported that she has been working with Stephanie Gonzales on a County economic development survey (CEDS) for the State.  Once completed, the CEDS identifies specific needs and can help with grants and loans that may be available for this area.  A public input meeting is scheduled for June 6, 2016 at 5: 30 p.m. at the John Rawlings Museum to identify specific needs.  All City Council members are encouraged to attend the public meeting.  Stephanie Gonzales handed out information regarding the SECED agency in Lamar and explained some of the benefits of the programs offered including business loans, facade loans and enterprise zone credits.  Stephanie encouraged the Councilors to inform local businesses about the program benefits.   
Public Works Board:  Upon a recommendation from the Public Works Board, Councilman Frank Schmeiser moved to allow Kenny Wagner, Public Works Director to sign the discharge monitoring reports for the City of Las Animas.  On a voice vote, Mayor Jim Collins declared the Motion carried.

CITIZEN PARTICIPATION: Mayor Jim Collins recognized Matthew Russell and Jason MacDonald.  Matthew Russell addressed the City Council about reinstating the City of Las Animas Police Department.  Mr. Russell said that he did not feel that the City should have to contribute additional funds to the Sherriff’s office stating that the City is not getting the basic services that the City is paying for now.  
Councilman Frank Schmeiser moved, Councilman Troy Abdulla seconded to re-evaluate the City’s position strictly for the cost of the additional deputy.  On a voice vote, Mayor Jim Collins declared the Motion carried.

NEW BUSINESS: None 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: Councilwoman Jan Cline moved, Councilman Frank Schmeiser seconded to open the discussion of lifting the current ban on the sale of marijuana.  On a voice vote, Mayor Jim Collins declared the Motion carried.

A discussion ensued and a Public Hearing with a Community meeting was suggested.  No meeting was set at this time.

Councilman Frank Schmeiser moved, Councilman Eloy Salazar seconded to table the issue until the Public Hearing/Community meeting could be set.  On a voice vote, Mayor Jim Collins declared the Motion carried.

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS
Councilwoman Jan Cline moved, Councilwoman Elizabeth Ybarra seconded to approve the
vouchers for April 2016 as presented.  On a voice vote, Jim Collins declared the Motion carried.
ADJOURNED

Mayor Jim Collins adjourned the meeting at 8:38 p.m.
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_______________________________







Charmaine Tripp







City Clerk & Treasurer
ATTEST:
_______________________________________
Jim Collins, Mayor 

