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REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING

The City Council of the City of Las Animas, County of Bent, State of Colorado, met in regular session in the City Council Chambers on Tuesday, January 12, 2016, at 7:00 p.m.  There being present at roll call were the following members: 

Mayor:


Jim Collins
Council members:
Troy Abdulla

Janice Cline
Eloy Salazar



Frank Schmeiser



Robert Smith

Elizabeth Ybarra

Absent:

 
None




Mayor Jim Collins declared a quorum present.


Others Present:



Ron Clodfelter:

Superintendent of Light & Power



Charmaine Tripp:
City Clerk & Treasurer 


Ken Wagner:

Public Works Director


Sharon Barber:

Las Animas Helping Hands


Penny Calhoon:

Interested Citizen



Steve Cordova:

Housing Authority & Tri County Housing



Bill Deal:

Las Animas Light & Power Board

Kathy Dieterle:

Interested Citizen

Mary Feik:

Interested Citizen

Lee Harvey:

Interested Citizen

Jesslyn Hogue:

Girl Scout

Madison Huffman:
Girl Scout

Andrew Huffman:
Interested Citizen

Mike Kester:

Interested Citizen

Peggy Kester:

Interested Citizen

Chanel La Barge:
Girl Scout

James Lopez:

Bent County Sheriff’s Office

Jennie Maes:

Interested Citizen

Roberta Calkins Mendoza: Valley Wide
Roberto Montoya:
Las Animas Light & Power Board

Debra Owns:

Valley Wide
Dave Roberts:

Interested Citizen

Janelle Roberts:

Interested Citizen

Brandi Ronquillo:
Girl Scout Leader

R J Stavely:

Bent County Health Care Center & Day Care
Bob Stwalley:

Interested Citizen

Sam Vigil:

City Attorney
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PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Mayor Jim Collins invited the Girl Scouts to lead the group in the Pledge of Allegiance.


DISPOSITION OF MINUTES

Councilman Eloy Salazar moved, Councilman Frank Schmeiser seconded to adopt the Minutes of the Regular meeting of December 8, 2015 as presented. On a voice vote, Mayor Jim Collins declared the Motion carried.

NEW BUSINESS: Mayor Jim Collins reported that the City is updating the City Policy.  A copy of the new policy will be given to each City employee upon adoption by the City Council.
CITIZEN PARTICIPATION:


Mayor Jim Collins recognized Janelle Roberts.  Ms. Roberts informed the City Council that she has been concerned about the recent burglaries occurring in the City.  Ms. Roberts is also concerned about the pit bull dogs running at large.  Ms. Roberts stated that she has been approached by pit bulls dogs running at large at her home and that two pit bull dogs attacked a neighbor’s beagle while she was out walking the dog.
Robert Stwalley confirmed the incident and stated that it was his wife Debbie that was involved in the animal attack.  Mr. Stwalley stated that the dogs running at large is worse during the summer months

Mayor Jim Collins responded by inviting the citizens to a meeting to be held with the Sheriff’s Office to address the burglaries and the dogs running at large issue.  Mayor Collins stated that the owners of the dogs will be held responsible for owning vicious dogs.  A neighborhood watch program is in the development stages with several concerned citizens.
COMMUNITY ORGANIZATION/COMMUNITY REPORTS:

a.   Sharon Barber-Helping Hands

Ms. Barber informed the Council about the various programs Helping Hands sponsors.  

A food pantry is available to help with food needs as well as shopping trips to the 


grocery store to show clients how to save money on food purchases.  Commodities are


also given out once a month at the garage located behind the courthouse.  Crises relief 


services are also available to those in need.  Sharon also serves on the Health Care


Advisory Board where she has been a member for the past 10 years.

b.   R J Stavely-Bent County Healthcare Center and Bent County Early Learning Center

R J Stavely from the Bent County Healthcare Center reported that it was a good year

for the nursing home.  They recently finished a tile replacement and remodeling project.


Future projects include remodeling Prairie View Village and building a pergola for the


residents to enjoy during hot weather.  The assisted living facility is full and has a 


waiting list.  The facility is offering C N A classes for free if you sign a contract to work


for a specified amount of time.
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Mr. Stavely also reported on the new day care facility.  The day care board is currently


pursuing grant funds to enhance the program.  The infant program is full and has a


waiting list to get in.  The toddler program is almost full and the hours have been 


expanded to accommodate parents.  


 c.   Steve Cordova-Las Animas Housing Authority and Tri County Housing   

Steve Cordova gave an overview of the programs offered by Tri County Housing and the 


Las Animas Housing Authority.  Tri County Housing serves a three county area while 


the Las Animas Housing Authority only serves Las Animas residents.  The Housing 


Authority has been upgraded to a high performing status from a troubled status.  A total


of 111 families have been served through the section 8 housing program.  


d.   Roberta Caulkins-Mendoza


Ms. Roberta Caulkins-Mendoza introduced herself to the City Council and stated that


she was from the Valley Wide Health Services.  Ms. Caulkins-Mendoza informed the

Councilors about the services offered through the clinic including medical services,


dental services and mental health services being offered at the Las Animas Clinic. 

Mayor Jim Collins thanked Ms. Caulkins-Mendoza for coming to the meeting.

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ARTICLE III SECTION 2-22 OF THE LAS ANIMAS MUNICIPAL CODE ENTITLED “POWERS OF THE POWER BOARD” TABLED INDEFINATELY

Upon recommendation from the Las Animas Light & Power Board, Councilman Frank Schmeiser moved, Councilman Eloy Salazar seconded to table indefinitely AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ARTICLE III SECTION 2-22 OF THE LAS ANIMAS MUNICIPAL CODE ENTITLED “POWERS OF THE POWER BOARD”.  On a voice vote, with Councilman Robert Smith abstaining, Mayor Jim Collins declared the Motion carried.

SECOND READING AND ADOPTION OF ORDINANCE NO. 708, AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LAS ANIMAS OF BENT COUNTY, COLORADO, REGULATING THE CONSUMPTION AND GROWING OF MARIJUANA 
Councilman Frank Schmeiser moved, Councilman Eloy Salazar seconded to adopt on second reading and have published in the Bent County Democrat newspaper ORDINANCE NO. 708, AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LAS ANIMAS OF BENT COUNTY, COLORADO, REGULATING THE CONSUMPTION AND GROWING OF MARIJUANA.  On a voice vote, Mayor Jim Collins declared the Motion carried.

INTRODUCTION AND FIRST READING OF AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ARTICLE V SECTION 5-51 THROUGH 5-65 OF THE LAS ANIMAS MUNICIPAL CODE ENTITLED “VICIOUS DOGS”

Councilman Eloy Salazar moved, Councilman Frank Schmeiser seconded to approve on first reading and have published in its entirety in the Bent County Democrat newspaper AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ARTICLE V SECTION 5-51 THROUGH 5-65 OF THE LAS ANIMAS MUNICIPAL CODE ENTITLED “VICIOUS DOGS”.  On a voice vote, Mayor Jim Collins declared the Motion carried.
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APPROVAL OF THE LIQUOR LICENSE RENEWAL APPLICATION FOR J R LIQUOR INC.
Upon recommendation of the City Clerk & Treasurer Charmaine D. Tripp, Councilman Frank Schmeiser moved, Councilwoman Elizabeth Ybarra seconded to approve the liquor license application for J R Liquor, Inc..  On a voice vote, Mayor Jim Collins declared the Motion carried.
APPROVAL OF PAY REQUEST AND CERTIFICATION OF SUBSTANTIAL COMPLETION

FOR THE NORTH STAR LANE DRAINAGE PROJECT
Upon recommendation of the Public Works Board, Councilwoman Janice Cline moved, Councilwoman Elizabeth Ybarra seconded to approve the final pay request for the North Star Lane Drainage Project.  On a voice vote, Mayor Jim Collins declared the Motion carried.

Upon recommendation of the Public Works Board, Councilman Eloy Salazar moved, Councilwoman Janice Cline seconded to approve the certification of substantial completion for the North Star Lane Drainage Project.  On a voice vote, Mayor Jim Collins declared the Motion carried.

APPROVAL OF INCREASE TO CONCRETE PRICES

Upon recommendation of the Public Works Board, Councilman Frank Schmeiser moved to increase the cost of concrete by the cubic yard from $310.00  to $320.00 per cubic yard and to increase the cost of concrete by the foot from $31.00 to $32.00 a foot.  On a voice vote, Mayor Jim Collins declared the Motion carried.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: None 

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS
Councilman Eloy Salazar moved, Councilwoman Elizabeth Ybarra seconded to approve the
vouchers for December 2015 as presented.  On a voice vote, Jim Collins declared the 

Motion carried.
ADJOURNED

Mayor Jim Collins adjourned the meeting at 9:15 p.m.
_________________________________







Charmaine Tripp







City Clerk & Treasurer 
ATTEST:
_______________________________________
Jim Collins, Mayor 

