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What natural resource problem(s) did the project address?


The Cheyenne Conservation district in far eastern Colorado encompasses many acres of rangeland. This open range is often subject to wind that creates soil erosion and produces harsh weather conditions for livestock, particularly in winter or during the spring calving season. The frequent winds also increase heat loss from building leading to more energy usage and creating dust. The district used Matching Grant funds to cost-share the planting of living tree windbreaks to mitigate wind problems and create wildlife habitat. Drought is a frequent occurrence in this region of Colorado and drip irrigations systems were critical to ensure tree survival. Landowners not eligible or unable to secure other cost-share funds were targeted with the district program. 
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What was achieved?


7,724 feet of windbreaks installed to provide livestock shelter, wildlife habitat and reduce energy use around homesteads


Species planted included those providing wildlife habitat


Drip irrigation systems installed for all windbreaks to optimize tree survival


District provided tree planter and weed barrier machine rental to help landowners with installations


One urgently needed well replaced to provide stock water and drip irrigation for3 windbreaks.


Projects will be followed-up to ensure replacement of any dead trees








Eastern Colorado faces many challenges caused by wind – soil erosion, livestock exposure to winter storms, and energy loss from heated buildings. Living windbreaks address all these issues and can also provide wildlife shelter and food. Weed barrier and drip irrigation is near-essential for good establishment of the trees under such droughty and exposed conditions.








