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Resources for Affordable Healthcare Work

 NCSL Cost Containment and Efficiencies - Resource Library

 “Aiming Higher – Results from a Scorecard” – Dec. 2015 

 “Bending the Cost Curve” – December 2015 update

Using research/publication by the Commonwealth Fund

 ACA Section 1332 Waiver options







Colorado: What are Uses for the “Scorecard”?



Source: Commonwealth Fund Scorecard on State Health System Performance, 2015.

6Scorecard rankings: leading states offer targets to 
aim higher: disparities persist for vulnerable groups

Top Quartile

Second Quartile

Third Quartile

Bottom Quartile

1 Minnesota 1 1 1 1 1

1 Vermont 1 1 2 1 1

3 Hawaii 1 2 1 1 1

4 Massachusetts 1 1 3 1 1

5 Connecticut 1 1 3 1 1

5 New Hampshire 1 1 2 1 1

5 Rhode Island 1 1 2 1 1

8 Colorado 3 1 1 1 1

9 Iowa 1 1 2 2 2

10 Washington 2 3 1 1 1

11 Maine 2 1 2 3 2

11 Wisconsin 2 1 2 2 3

13 Nebraska 2 2 2 2 2

13 New York 2 3 3 2 1

15 Delaware 1 1 2 3 2

15 Oregon 3 3 1 2 1

15 South Dakota 2 2 1 3 2

18 Maryland 1 2 4 2 2

18 Utah 3 3 1 1 2

20 District of Columbia 1 2 4 2 1

20 New Jersey 2 2 3 1 2

20 Pennsylvania 1 1 3 3 2

23 California 3 3 2 1 2

23 Virginia 2 2 3 2 2

25 Idaho 4 3 1 2 2

26 Ill inois 2 2 4 2 2

26 North Dakota 2 2 2 3 3

28 Kansas 2 2 3 3 3

28 Montana 4 3 1 2 3

28 Wyoming 3 3 2 2 3

31 Michigan 2 2 3 3 3

32 Alaska 4 3 1 3 3

33 Arizona 4 4 1 3 2

33 New Mexico 4 4 1 3 2

33 Ohio 2 2 3 4 4

36 Missouri 3 2 3 4 3

37 Florida 4 3 3 2 3

37 North Carolina 3 3 3 3 4

39 West Virginia 3 2 4 4 3

40 Kentucky 3 2 4 4 4

40 South Carolina 4 3 2 4 4

40 Texas 4 4 3 2 3

43 Indiana 3 3 3 4 4

43 Nevada 4 4 2 3 4

43 Tennessee 3 3 4 4 4

46 Georgia 4 4 3 4 4

47 Alabama 3 3 4 4 4

48 Louisiana 3 4 4 4 4

49 Arkansas 4 4 3 4 4

50 Oklahoma 4 4 4 4 4

51 Mississippi 4 4 4 4 4



Source: Commonwealth Fund Scorecard on State Health System Performance, 2015.
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Adopted/added by NCSL 12/14/2015

http://datacenter.commonwealthfund.org/


Source: Commonwealth Fund Scorecard on State Health System Performance, 2015.

8Download the reports online at:
http://www.commonwealthfund.org

http://www.commonwealthfund.org/
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Example ”Cost Curve” updates  



Beginning Jan. 2017, section 1332 of the ACA invites states to find alternative ways to 

meet the coverage goals of the law while staying within its fiscal constraints

What May Be Waived?

States may propose alternatives to “four pillars” of the ACA

 Benefits and Subsidies. States may modify the rules governing covered benefits, as 

well as the subsidies that are available through the marketplaces

 Marketplaces and Qualified Health Plans. States may replace their marketplaces 

or supplant the plan certification process with alternative ways to provide health 

plan choice, determine eligibility for subsidies, and enroll consumers in coverage

 The Individual Mandate. States may modify or eliminate the requirement

 The Employer Mandate. States may modify or eliminate the requirement

What’s Next?

“1332” Innovation Waivers 
An Opportunity for States to Pursue Own Brand of  Health Reform

Adopted from The Commonwealth Fund, April 15, 2015



 Comprehensive Coverage. States must provide coverage that is “at least 

as comprehensive” as coverage absent the waiver

 Affordable Coverage. States must provide “coverage and cost-sharing 

protections against excessive out-of-pocket spending that are at least as 

affordable” as coverage absent the waiver 

 Scope of Coverage. States must provide coverage to “at least a 

comparable number of residents” as would have been covered without the 

waiver

 Federal Deficit. The waiver must not increase the federal deficit

 An act of the legislature is required to begin a 1332 waiver.  No end 

deadline (yet) for submitting a waiver application. 

Future Limits or “Waiver Guardrails” 

State 1332 Innovation Waivers Must Satisfy Four Criteria:


