
Proposal for an Affordable Health Coverage 
Option (HB-1004)

July 26, 2019

Gretchen McGinnis
Sr. Vice President of Healthcare 
Systems and Accountable Care 



Colorado Access

Colorado Access is a local, nonprofit health plan that serves more 
than 500,000 members. The company’s members receive health 
care under Child Health Plan Plus (CHP+), and Health First 
Colorado (Colorado’s Medicaid Program) behavioral and physical 
health, and long term support programs.

To learn more about Colorado Access, visit coaccess.com.



CHP+: A Model for Affordable Coverage



• Successful, public-private partnership with bipartisan support

• A full-risk managed care model run through contracts with 
insurers

• Results in more affordable coverage for kids than other 
sources

• Provides comprehensive health care, with a  benefit 
package similar to Medicaid

Background on CHP+



AFFORDABILITY: 
• Consumers and the state could achieve substantial savings 

by basing provider rates on the Medicaid fee schedule (plus 
a certain percentage)

• Affordability set on a sliding scale and should be inclusive 
of premiums and cost sharing

• Eliminate cost sharing on primary care

ELIGIBILITY:
• Initially offer the public option to the subsidy-eligible 

population in the individual market

Building on CHP+ model



BENEFIT DESIGN:
• Include comprehensive benefits (physical, behavioral, oral) 

and network similar to Medicaid

ADMINISTRATION & RISK:
• Rely on health plans that can support the complex and 

unique needs of a lower-income population

FINANCING:
• As the state and partners invest in improving health, the long 

term cost savings of preventive and primary care should be 
shared among the public sector and consumers

Building on CHP+ model



Colorado Access is eager to collaborate with DOI, HCPF, and 
other stakeholders to further refine how the public option is 
designed and implemented. 

Thank you! 
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