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About this meeting 
• Purpose: to give local public health 

agencies the opportunity to learn more 
about the regulation of marijuana, both 
retail and medical, in Colorado   
 

• Guest Speakers: subject matter experts 
in marijuana issues from other state 
agencies invited to provide information 
and be available to respond to local 
public health agency questions   

 
 



About this meeting 
• Open Meetings Law: Not required to be an open 

meeting in accord with the Open Meetings Law, as no 
activity is being undertaken by what the law refers to 
as a "state public body"; however, in the interest of 
broadly sharing information, we have elected to open 
up to the public for observation.   
 

• Public questions:  Due to limited time, no questions 
from the public/media, as purpose is to give the local 
health officials opportunity to have questions 
answered.  Public questions can be sent to 
medical.marijuana@state.co.us. 

mailto:medical.marijuana@state.co.us


• Amendment 20 - November 2000 
– July 2001 – Registry established 

• Ogden Memorandum – 10/2009 
• Commercial production/distribution  - 

2010 
– HB 10-1284 & SB 10-109 

 

 

History of Medical Marijuana 
in Colorado 



Medical Marijuana Registry 

– Issue registry identification cards 
– Maintain database of registered users 
– Review petitions for adding 

debilitating medical conditions to the 
medical use of marijuana regulations 



Medical Marijuana Research 

• $9 M scientific grants program authorized 
by SB-14-155 

• Program goal: “to provide objective 
scientific research regarding the efficacy 
of marijuana as part of medical 
treatment” 

• RFA expected in Fall of 2014 



History of Retail Marijuana  
in Colorado 

• November 2012:  Amendment 64 passes 
• December 2012: Creation of Task Force on the 

Implementation of Amendment 64 
• March 2013: Task Force issues recommendations on 

marijuana regulation and taxes 
• May 2013: Governor signs bills related to Task Force 

recommendations 
• September 2013: Colorado Dept. of Revenue (CDOR) 

adopts Colorado Retail Marijuana Code (HB – 13-1317) 
• November 2013: Vote on Proposition AA, a 15% excise 

tax plus 10% sales tax  
• January 2014: Sales go into effect  
• May 2014: Governor signs bill to allocate funding for 

prevention and education  
 
 



CDPHE and Retail Marijuana 
(C.R.S.  25-1.5-111 & SB-13-283) 

 

Surveillance Role 
 
"Monitor changes in drug use patterns, broken 
down by county and race and ethnicity, and the 
emerging science and medical information 
relevant to the health effects associated with 
marijuana use.” 



CDPHE and Retail Marijuana 
(C.R.S.  25-1.5-111 & SB-13-283) 

Retail Marijuana Public Health Advisory Committee 
 
 

"The Department shall appoint a panel of health care professionals 
with expertise in cannabinoid physiology to monitor the relevant 
information.  The panel shall: 
 Provide a report by 1/31/15 and every 2 years thereafter* 
 Establish criteria for 1) studies to be reviewed, and 2) reviewing 

studies and other data*, and  
 Make recommendations, as appropriate, for policies intended to 

protect consumers of marijuana or marijuana products and the 
general public*. 



CDPHE and Retail Marijuana  
(C.R.S. 25-3.5-1001-7 & SB 14-215) 

Public Education and Prevention Campaign 
 
• 18-month campaign: health effects of marijuana, legal use 
• Ongoing education and prevention campaign: educates the 

public on legal use, retailers on youth access, high risk 
groups and the over-consumption of edibles 

• Maintenance of the colorado.gov/marijuana website  
• Alignment of messaging across state agencies 
• Evaluation of the campaigns 

 
*SB14-215 allocated $5,683,608 and 3.7 FTE 

http://www.colorado.gov/marijuana


Consultation Role 
 with Dept Of Revenue  

 
• Contamination limits and 

laboratory certification 
• Marijuana edibles safety 
• Safe disposal of product 

and byproducts 

 
 

 
 



Marijuana and Public Health 
• Monitor health effects 

– Changes in use 
– Poisonings and Accidents 
– Contaminated products 
– Chronic health issues 

• Education and Prevention 
– Adult abuse 
– Adolescent use 
– Pregnant or nursing mothers 
– Product safety and storage 
– Harm reduction 
– Occupational Health and Safety 

• Infused product safety 
• Laboratory practices 
• Waste disposal 



CDPHE Internal Governance 

Retail Marijuana Public 
Health Advisory 

Committee (SB-13-283) 

CDPHE Internal 
Retail Marijuana 

Steering 
Committee 

Disease Control and 
Environmental 
Epidemiology 

Health Surveillance, Medical Literature 
Reviews, Outbreak  Investigations, 

Occupational Health and Safety 

Preventative Services Prevention and Education Campaign, 
Clean Indoor Air Act 

Environmental Health and 
Sustainability 

Infused Product/Edible Safety 
(consultative) 

Center for Health and 
Environmental Data Health Behavior Surveys, Data Analysis 

Laboratory Services Laboratory Certification, Contaminant 
Analysis Consultation 

Hazardous Waste and 
Waste Management 

Marijuana and Byproduct Disposal Issues 
(consultative) 

Health Facilities and 
EMS 

Trauma Registry, Guidance for Health 
Facilities 



• Injury 
• Lab/Toxicology 
• Food/Edible Safety 
• Occupational Health 
• Hazardous and Solid Waste 
• Health Facilities and Trauma  
• Tobacco 
• Health Surveillance 
• Health Statistics 

 

Marijuana and Public Health 
Multi-Disciplinary Effort 



Recent Surveillance Data 

• Preliminary results from the 2013 Healthy Kids 
Colorado Survey  
–  Perception of moderate or great risk from marijuana 

use declined from 58% in 2011 to 54%  in 2013  
– Marijuana use in past 30 days fell from 22% in 2011 to 

20% in 2013 
– Not statistically significant 

• Implications related to medical marijuana 
• More data needed to monitor trends over time 

 

 



Current Educational Efforts 

 

www.colorado.gov/marijuana 
 
 



Current Prevention Campaign 

Dontbealabrat.com 

http://dontbealabrat.com/


Today’s meeting 

• Medical Marijuana Registry Overview 
• Medical Marijuana Research Program Overview 
• Surveillance for Health and Safety Issues 
• Infused Product (Edibles) Safety 
• Outside perspectives  
• Department of Revenue  
• Department of Human Services 
• Prevention Campaigns 
• Discussion: for local and state officials 

 
 
 



Future considerations 

• Opportunities to harmonize retail and 
medical marijuana 
– Contamination and potency testing 
– Labeling and packaging issues 
– Purchase and possession limits 
– Home grow plant counts 
– Pricing and taxes 



  Questions from local or state 
government officials? 
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