
What is CATPA 

2018 

92% Recovery Rate of Colorado stolen vehi-

cles—40 percentage points above the national av-

erage. 

97% Adult Auto Thieves involve charges of ad-

ditional crimes, including drugs, other property 

crimes, and violent crimes. 

121 Multiagency Task Force Partnerships 

from law enforcement agencies in the metro area, 

southern, southwest, western, and northern Colo-

rado. 

965 Major Crime Investigations involving 

criminal enterprises, multiple thefts and other vio-

lent crimes. 

$1 Annual Fee supported and collected from 

companies issuing Colorado auto insurance policies. 

Investment Value of more than $12.00 for every 

$1 invested from the CATPA Cash Fund by vehicle 

loss value of recovered stolen vehicles. 

Comprehensive Approach to assist in com-

batting auto theft by providing specialized pro-

grams for education, training, enforcement and 

prosecution to prioritize auto theft  

National Leader in auto theft prevention pro-

grams and best practices. 

Renewal Recommended by Department of Reg-

ulatory Agencies 2017 CATPA Sunset Review Re-

port. 

Financial Stewardship of the CATPA Cash Fund 

proofed in the 2017 Office of State Auditor Report 

(Pages II-162 through II-171). 

Key Notes 

The Colorado Automobile Theft Prevention Authori-

ty (CATPA) was created in 2003 under the Colorado 

Department of Public Safety through enactment of 

statutory authority (§43-5-112 C.R.S.).   

The mission of CATPA is to assist in deterring and 

reducing vehicle theft and insurance fraud through a 

statewide cooperative effort of generating funds to 

support law enforcement, prosecution and public 

awareness through a partnership between industry 

and state government. 

CATPA is funded by the insurance industry where $1 

is assessed and paid on each issued motor vehicle 

insurance policy.  Annually, there is about $5 million 

collected, where these funds are deposited into a 

CATPA Cash Fund. 

The CATPA Cash Fund is utilized by the CATPA Board 

of Directors, composed of eleven (11) members ap-

pointed/approved by the Governor.  The Board of 

Directors provide financial and programmatic 

awards to grant projects for specialized auto theft 

training, education, enforcement and prosecution 

within the State of Colorado. 

 The CATPA Office administers grant processes and 

facilitates stewardship of the CATPA Cash Fund.  

Currently there are three (3) full-time State Patrol 

employees  operating the CATPA Office.  No more 

than 8% of revenues generated through the CATPA 

Cash Fund are used for the administrative purposes. 

710 Kipling Street, Suite 106 

Lakewood, Colorado 80215 

303-239-5880 

cdps_catpa@state.co.us 
https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/csp/catpa-office 



Board of Directors 

Pursuant to Colorado law (§42-5-112), the Board of 

Directors are tasked to solicit monies and award grant 

funds to qualified applicants for the general purpose of 

improving and supporting motor vehicle theft preven-

tion programs, and for the enforcement and prosecu-

tion of motor vehicle theft crimes. 

The eleven (11) member Board was established to rep-

resent and enable a public and private partnership to 

address the concerns of auto theft within Colorado.  

Board members include: 

 Two (2) Executive Directors/Designees including: 

 One (1) Department of Public Safety, and 

 One (1) Department of Revenue, 

 Nine (9) Governor appointments including: 

 Five (5) insurance industry representatives, 

 Two (2) law enforcement representatives, 

 One (1) statewide district attorney association 

representative, and 

 One (1) public or consumer group representa-

tive. 

Responsibilities of the board include: 

 Soliciting and reviewing applications for grants, 

 Approving grants utilizing a criteria evaluation en-

suring programs are awarded to law enforcement 

agencies or other qualified applicants in a variety 

of geographic areas of the state, subject to availa-

ble moneys, and 

 Appointing a director for the authority who may 

employ staff as necessary to operate and adminis-

ter the authority, subject to available moneys. 

CATPA Programs CATPA Programs 

Attorney Generals Office  

Auto Theft Initiative 

Provides specialized statewide prosecution and 

support to local prosecutors and investigators for 

multijurisdictional and complex criminal investiga-

tions efforts focused on criminal organizations and 

enterprises involving auto theft and related crimes.     

Total funding: $285,629 

Beat Auto Theft Through  

Law  Enforcement 

Provides statewide coordination and partnerships 

led by the Colorado State Patrol for the investiga-

tion and apprehension of auto theft offenders uti-

lizing intelligence-led policing efforts.  Majority of 

the efforts are based on funding overtime and 

equipment to aid local, county and state agencies 

with centralized and coordinated investigatory 

efforts. 

Total funding: $1,400,000 

CATPA Metropolitan Auto  

Theft Team 

Provides metropolitan coordination and partner-

ships led by an metropolitan multiagency law 

enforcement Executive Board for the investiga-

tion and apprehension of auto theft offenders 

utilizing intelligence-led policing efforts.  This pro-

ject supports full-time and part-time specialized 

investigators to identify and apprehend offenders 

involved in pattern and series of auto theft relat-

ed crimes. 

Total funding: $2,026,000 

Auto Theft Intelligence  

Coordination Center 

Provides statewide centralization of auto theft crime 

information, assigned to the Colorado State Patrol, with 

full-time crime analyst dedicated to auto theft, and co-

ordination of analytical products to support task forces 

and other agencies with intelligence-led policing prod-

ucts.  This project is a national model and delivers a 

unique ability from other states in centralizing reported 

incidences of auto theft.  

Total funding: $620,000 

Coloradans Against Auto Theft 

Provides statewide coordination of public education 

and information for prevention of auto theft.  This pro-

ject delivers paid and earned media campaigns, social 

networking and other tools to support local, county and 

state agencies with educating the public for reduction 

of auto theft and related crimes 

Total funding: $750,000 

Crime Data Repository Initiative 

Colorado Bureau of Investigations 

Provides enhancing the capabilities of statewide crime 

reporting abilities reported by state, local and county 

law enforcement through the National Incident Based 

Reporting System.  This project aims to provide easy 

access and accurate information on the incidence of 

auto theft and related crimes occurring in Colorado.  

Total funding: $372,783 


