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THE CHILD AND ADULT CARE FOOD PROGRAM (CACFP) IS HERE TO SUPPORT CHILD CARE 
CENTERS THAT ARE OPEN FOR BUSINESS DURING THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC. CACFP will 
reimburse participating child care centers for serving nutritious meals and snacks to 
children in care during this difficult time. 

 

HOW DO I ENROLL MY CENTER? 
Child care centers that are not currently enrolled in the CACFP have two options to apply: 

 

For either option above, contact the CACFP state office by phone or email and let 
them know you are interested. The CACFP staff will help you through the process. 

CACFP@STATE.CO.US | 303-692-2330 
 

 

What if my center can’t or does not want to prepare meals for children right now? 
If for any reason your child care center cannot or chooses not to prepare meals on-site, you can 
contract with a food service management company. These companies purchase food, prepare meals 
and snacks, and deliver them to your center. CACFP sponsors and the CACFP state office can help 
you find a food service vendor. There are several companies that offer this service for child care 
centers in Colorado, although they might not be available in all areas. 

CONNECT WITH AND ENROLL THROUGH A 
CACFP SPONSOR. This is the quickest way 
to participate. CACFP sponsors provide 
various support to child care centers, 
including administrative supports, claim 
submission, training, and program 
oversight. CACFP sponsors might retain 
up to 15% of the reimbursement to cover 
their costs for supporting you. The CACFP 
state office staff can help connect you with 
a sponsor. 

APPLY TO PARTICIPATE WITH CDPHE by 
calling or emailing the CACFP state office 
directly. The staff at the state office provide 
technical assistance and training, but 
cannot help with administrative tasks, like 
submitting claims or contracting with a 
food service vendor, as described below. 
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What if my center prepares meals on-site, but certain required food components are not 
available at the store? 
While participating child care centers are expected and strongly encouraged to maintain and meet 
the USDA Meal Pattern requirements for child care meals, the USDA recognizes the challenges 
child care center staff experience when purchasing food right now. The Meal Pattern Flexibility 
waiver provides flexibility in the meal patterns due to supply chain distribution and/or limitations 
by stores on quantities allowed to be purchased. If the food product becomes available again, 
providers must incorporate it into meal service as soon as possible. 

CACFP appreciates all that you do for the children and families of Colorado, especially during this 
difficult time. If you have questions, call CACFP at 303-692-2330 or email cdphe.pscacfp@state. 
co.us. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

USDA Nondiscrimination Statement 
In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the 
USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from 
discriminating based on race, color, national origin, sex, disability, age, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity in 
any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA. Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication 
for program information (e.g. Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.), should contact the Agency (State 
or local) where they applied for benefits. Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities may contact USDA 
through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program information may be made available in languages other 
than English. To file a program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, (AD-3027) 
found online at: http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, and at any USDA office, or write a letter addressed to USDA 
and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632- 
9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by: (1) Mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary 
for Civil Rights,1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; (2) Fax: (202) 690-7442; or (3) Email: program. 
intake@usda.gov. This institution is an equal opportunity provider. 
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