
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
            
 
 
 
 
 

    

What natural resource problem(s) did the project address? 
 

Bent Conservation district used trees not only to address soil erosion on agricultural land, but also to interest 
urban residents in the small town of Las Animas in backyard conservation. The district offered education and 
cost-share opportunities and several urban residents showed a keen interest in the idea of planting trees and shrubs 
for wildlife or to improve air quality and reduce energy use around their homes. Some became so enthused they 
expressed an interest in contributing future volunteer time through the Natural Resource Conservation Service 
Earthteam corps of volunteers. In this way the districts generated interest in local conservation by new people 
and made connections to the broader spectrum of people that they represent as a conservation district.   

What was achieved? 
 

 Tree seminar held and attended by 20 people with educational materials and technical assistance from 
Colorado State Forest service staff. Interest in the conservation district from urban residents for the 
first time 

 20 applications for tree planting cost-share received by district and 9 requests funded. 
 614 trees planted  
 Five urban residents planted trees for wildlife benefit and to provide air quality and reduced energy use 

benefits.  
 Two existing tree windbreaks renovated and extended for long term effectiveness in controlling soil 

erosion. Two new windbreaks installed. 
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Trees offer benefits 
to rural and urban 
dwellers. They can 
provide food and 
shelter for wildlife, 
reduce dust and 
energy use around 
homes and other 
buildings, and 
prevent soil erosion 
by breaking up wind 
that whistles across 
open land. 


