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  COLORADO BOARD OF HEALTH 

MEETING MINUTES 

March 20, 2013 

NOTE:  These minutes are a summary of the proceedings and motions of the March 20, 
2013 meeting of the Colorado Board of Health.  The complete and accurate record is 
the audio recording of the meeting.  Documents referenced in the minutes are 
available for public inspection at the Board of Health Office, Colorado Department of 
Public Health and Environment, Bldg. A, 5th Floor, 4300 Cherry Creek Drive South, 
Denver, CO., or call 303-692-3464 to request copies.     

Call to Order/Roll Call 

The March 20, 2013 Colorado Board of Health meeting was held by teleconference and 
called to order at approximately 10:05 a.m. by Dr. Christine Nevin-Woods, vice-
president. 

Members Present 

Kindra Mulch, District 4; Glenn Schlabs, District 5; Joan Sowinski, District 6; Christine 
Nevin-Woods, D.O., At-Large; Christopher Stanley, M.D., District 7; Sue Warren, At-Large; 
Christopher Urbina, M.D., MPH, Executive Director and Chief Medical Officer, (ex-officio).  

Members Absent: 

Philip Mehler, M.D., District 1; and Laura Davis, District 2. 

Staff Present:   

Karen Osthus, Board Administrator; Jamie L. Thornton, Program Assistant; Joni Reynolds, 
Health Programs Director; Jennifer L. Weaver, First Assistant Attorney General, legal 
counsel.    

Approval of Minutes 

None.       

Public comments regarding matters not on the agenda 

None. 

Board comments regarding matters not on the agenda 

None. 

 
Request for Approval of Funding Recommendations:  Health Disparities Grant Program FY 
13/14 
 
Because Dr. Nevin-Woods’ agency, the Pueblo City-County Health Department, was a 
potential grantee, Dr. Stanley assumed the responsibility of chairing the funding 
recommendation request.  Mauricio Palacio, Director, Office of Health Disparities, presented 
the recommendations for grant funding.  Mr. Palacio stated that Minority Health Advisory 
Commission had reviewed the requests and was recommending the approval of 15 
continuation grants, for a total of $2,827,920.  Mr. Palacio explained that the applications 
were for year two of a three-year grant cycle for these particular grantees.  He testified that 
while no new grant applications were considered, some of the recommended grants increase 
the number of people served or services provided.   
 
Ms. Mulch asked whether there were any particular requirements (e.g. citizenship or income 
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limitations) for people that participate in programs funded by the Health Disparities 
program.  Mr. Palacio explained that whether proof of citizenship or income verification is 
required depends upon the particular program and type of services being provided.  Mr. 
Palacio stated that he did not believe that participants were being charged for the services 
provided by the grantees.  Ms. Mulch stated that her questions were based on a concern 
that the programs become self-sustaining in the event that grant moneys became 
unavailable. Ms. Mulch also asked Mr. Palacio and his staff to consider how the Affordable 
Care Act may affect the programs currently funded in the future. 
 

MOVED by Mr. Schlabs, and seconded by Ms. Mulch, to accept the recommendations 
outlined in the memo dated March 1, 2013 for Fiscal Year 2013-14 in the amount of 
$2,663,342 with the exception of Grantee #7 (Pueblo City-County Health 
Department). 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

MOVED by Mr. Schlabs, and seconded by Ms. Mulch, to accept the recommendation 
outlined in the memo dated March 1, 2013 for Fiscal Year 2013-14 regarding Grantee 
#7 (Pueblo City-County Health Department) in the amount of $164,578. 

 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY (Dr. Nevin-Woods recused) 

 
Request for Approval of Funding Recommendations:  Colorado HIV and AIDS Prevention 
Grant Program FY 13/14 
 
Because Dr. Nevin-Woods’ agency, the Pueblo City-County Health Department, was a 
potential grantee, Dr. Stanley assumed the responsibility of chairing the funding 
recommendation request.  Richard Weinert, Planning Unit Coordinator, Community 
Partnerships, Planning, Resource Management, Sexually Transmitted Infections/HIV Section, 
Disease Control and Environmental Epidemiology Division, provided the Board with an 
overview of the funding recommendations.  Mr. Weinert explained that the Colorado HIV and 
AIDS Prevention Grant Program Advisory Committee had met and reviewed the funding 
applications of twenty-one (21) currently funded projects.  Twenty of the projects focus on 
providing prevention and education information regarding HIV and AIDS and one project is 
for continuing evaluation of the program.  The total amount of the grants recommended for 
year two funding is $1,755,017. 
 
Mr. Weinert and Melanie Mattson, Section Chief, Sexually Transmitted Infections/HIV 
Section, responded to Board questions concerning how the grants are funded and 
coordination efforts that are occurring as a result of the federal Affordable Care Act.  Ms. 
Mattson assured the Board that the program and the section have been focusing on capacity 
building and collaboration with all partners. 
 

MOVED by Mr. Schlabs, and seconded by Ms. Warren, to accept the 
recommendations outlined in the memo dated March 20, 2013 for Fiscal Year 2013-
14 in the amount of $1,705,301 with the exception of Grantee #19 (Pueblo City-
County Health Department). 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

MOVED by Mr. Schlabs, and seconded by Ms. Sowinski, to accept the 
recommendation outlined in the memo dated March 20, 2013 for Fiscal Year 2013-14 
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regarding Grantee #19 (Pueblo City-County Health Department) in the amount of up 
to $49,716. 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY (Dr. Nevin-Woods recused) 
 

Request for Waiver of Building and Fire Safety Regulations-Spanish Peaks Regional 
Medical Center-Request pursuant to 6 CCR 1011-1, Chapter II, §4.106 
 
Mr. Schlabs disclosed that he had previously represented Spanish Peaks Hospital concerning 
employment issues, but does not currently represent the hospital.  He stated that under the 
Board’s conflict of interest of rules he did not believe that he had a conflict of interest or was 
subject to recusal.  Dr. Nevin-Woods opened the issue to the Board members for comments 
and Ms. Weaver, legal counsel for the Board, stated that she did not believe a conflict 
existed. 
 
Randy Kuykendall, Deputy Director, Health Facilities and Emergency Medical Services 
Division, presented the waiver request.  Todd Oberheu, Chief Executive Officer, Spanish 
Peaks Regional Health Center, and Joe Ashcraft, architect for the project, were also present. 
Mr. Kuykendall explained that the waiver request was for locking mechanisms between the 
waiting room and the patient treatment area in the hospital’s new emergency department 
addition.  The locking of doors for security reasons meets the requirements of the 2012 
edition of the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) Life Safety Code but does not meet 
the requirements for a new facility under the current 2000 edition of the NFPA Life Safety 
Code.  Colorado’s current rules require compliance with the 2000 edition.   Mr. Oberheu 
explained the financial hardship the facility would suffer from having to provide security 
personnel in the emergency department (approximately$245,000 annually).  Mr. Ashcraft 
noted that the 2012 NFPA Life Safety Code recognizes the changed environment in hospitals 
that requires security/safety measures for personnel and patients that was not a 
consideration when the 2000 NFPA Life Safety Code was developed.  
 
Mr. Kuykendall testified that the staff had reviewed the waiver request and determined that 
the requested waiver would not adversely affect the health and safety of patients or staff; 
and strict adherence to the existing regulations would result in a financial hardship to the 
hospital.  Based on these findings, Mr. Kuykendall recommended the Board approve the 
waiver request.  
 
After Board discussion regarding the waiver request,  
 

MOVED by Ms. Mulch, and seconded by Ms. Sowinski, to grant the Waiver Request of 
Spanish Peaks Regional Health Center pursuant to 6 CCR 1011-1, Chapter II, §4.106 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
 
PUBLIC RULEMAKING:  Proposed amendments to 6 CCR 1015-8, Rules for Service Grants 
for the Dental Assistance Program – Fee Schedule 
Katya Mauritson, DMD, MPH (c), Director, Oral Health Unit, Prevention Services Division, 
presented the proposed amendments to the provider reimbursement fee schedule in the 
Rules for Service Grants for the Dental Assistance Program (6 CCR 1015-8).  Dr. Mauritson 
testified that the proposed amendments were identical to the emergency rules adopted by 
the Board in January.  Dr. Mauritson also informed the Board that the program had received 
one comment from a senior who was concerned that root canals were not covered by the 
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program.  Dr. Mauritson explained that the program worked with the commenter and s/he 
will receive the needed service through a combination of Department of Human Services’ 
Older Americans Act funding and the Old Age Pension Dental Assistance Program. 
 
Dr. Jeffery Hurst, member of the Dental Advisory Committee, explained the rationale behind 
the revised fee schedule.  He stated that the fee schedule was changed to encourage more 
dental providers to participate in the program and to place greater emphasis on more 
comprehensive dental evaluations and preventive services for the recipients.  Dr. Mauritson 
noted that the plan appears to be working because the program has seen an increase in the 
services provided to eligible recipients since January 2013 when the Board adopted the new 
fee schedule as an emergency rule. 
 

MOVED by Ms. Mulch, and seconded by Dr. Stanley, to adopt the proposed 
amendments to the provider reimbursement fee schedule in 6 CCR 1015-8, Rules for 
Service Grants for the Dental Assistance Program, along with the statement of basis 
and purpose and regulatory analysis 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
 
Executive Director and Chief Medical Officer Report – Joni Reynolds, Health Programs 
Director, for Chris Urbina, MD, MPH 
Ms. Reynolds informed the Board of the tragic shooting death of Tom Clements, Department 
of Corrections Executive Director, which had occurred on Tuesday evening.   
 
Ms. Reynolds told the Board that Chris Lindley, Director of the Prevention Services Division, 
had resigned from his position and that Karen Trierweiler would serve as the Interim 
Director.  Ms. Reynolds noted that it would be difficult to replace Mr. Lindley’s energy and 
enthusiasm but that she was very confident in Ms. Trieweiler’s skills and leadership to help 
the division carry on its important work.   
 
With respect to Amendment 64 (recreational use of marijuana), Ms. Reynolds reported that 
Dr. Urbina co-chaired the Consumer Safety/Social Issues Work Group and that one of the 
focuses of that group was  keeping marijuana out of the hands of children.  The final report 
from the statewide taskforce was released on March 13, 2013. 
 
In response to a question from Dr. Nevin-Woods regarding “sequestration”, Ms. Reynolds 
stated that like many other state and local agencies, the department is waiting to hear from 
its federal partners on what type of funding cuts could be forthcoming.  Ms. Reynolds noted 
that the impacts would likely differ from grant to grant but that the department’s leadership 
has committed to trying to keep the cuts away from the points of service delivery. 
 
Public Health Act Update – Kathleen Matthews, Director, Office of Planning and 
Partnerships, Community Relations 
None. 
 
Attorney General Report – Jennifer Weaver, First Assistant Attorney General, Health Care 
Unit 
Ms. Weaver reported that her office would be responding to the lawsuit Boyer and Todd v. 
Hickenlooper and Colorado Board of Health, Case No. 2013CV31066 during the first week of 
April.  Sue Warren volunteered to serve as the client representative for the Board in this 
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matter. 
 
Legislative Report – Karin McGowan, Director, Community Relations 
None. 
 
Administrative Business – Karen Osthus, Board Administrator 
Ms. Osthus informed the members that iPads had been purchased for their use and that 
they would likely receive them in April.  Members will receive training and guidance on how 
to use the iPad appropriately.   
 
Ms. Osthus stated that live streaming of the Board meetings was coming soon and would 
include audio as well as limited visual capabilities.  The live streaming initiative is part of an 
ongoing effort to make the process more transparent and Board proceedings more 
accessible.  She noted that the Water Quality Control Commission had experimented with 
the technology earlier in the month and discovered that a few kinks still need to be 
addressed.   
 
Finally, Ms. Osthus announced that she would be retiring from the department on April 30, 
2013.   She stated that the April 17 meeting would be her last meeting and that it had been 
a great honor to work for the Board.   
 
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 11:20 a.m.  
 
 
  
 
 


