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COLORADO BOARD OF HEALTH 
Meeting Minutes  
April 18, 2012 

 
NOTE:  These minutes are a summary of the proceedings and motions of the April 18, 
2012 meeting of the Colorado Board of Health.  The complete and accurate record is the 
audio recording of the meeting.  Documents referenced in the minutes are available for 
public inspection at the Board of Health Office, Colorado Department of Public Health and 
Environment, Bldg. A, 5th Floor, 4300 Cherry Creek Drive South, Denver, CO., or call 
303-692-3464 to request copies.     

Call to Order/Role Call 

The April 18, 2012 Colorado Board of Health meeting was called to order at approximately 
10:05 a.m. at the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment, Sabin 
Conference Room, 4300 Cherry Creek Drive South, Denver, Colorado, by Laura Davis, 
president. 

Members Present 

Philip Mehler, M.D., District 1; Laura Davis, District 2; Crestina Martinez, District 3, County 
Commissioner; Kindra Mulch, District 4; Glenn Schlabs, District 5; Joan Sowinski, District 6; 
Christine Nevin-Woods, D.O., At-Large; Sue Warren, At-Large; Christopher Urbina, M.D., 
MPH, Executive Director and Chief Medical Officer, (ex-officio).  

Members Absent 

Christopher Stanley, M.D., District 7 

Staff Present 

Karen Osthus, Board Administrator; Jamie L. Thornton, Program Assistant; Jennifer L. 
Weaver, First Assistant Attorney General, legal counsel.    

Approval of Minutes 

BY UNANIMOUS CONSENT, the Board approved the March 21, 2012 as written. 

Public comments regarding matters not on the agenda 

None. 

Board comments regarding matters not on the agenda 

None. 

Request for Approval of Funding Formula: Local Public Health Planning and Support Program  

Staff Comments:  Kathleen Matthews, Director, Office of Planning and Partnerships, 
requested the Board approve a pilot funding formula for allocating funds to Local Public Health 
Agencies (LPHAs).  She remarked that releasing a pilot funding formula prior to the 
rulemaking hearing allows the Office of Planning and Partnerships (OPP) to evaluate the 
formula, solicit feedback from public health partners, and identify additional funding needs to 
improve the overall system. 

Ms. Matthews mentioned that OPP convened a workgroup to develop the pilot funding formula 
and discussed the creation and outcomes of the workgroup.  She talked about the various 
funding distribution levels, the difference between the old funding formula and the new 
funding formula, and the distribution of funds. 

She remarked that the estimated $7,924,220 committed to Local Planning and Support, 
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allocated by the department, for the FY 2012/2013, is appropriated by the General Assembly 
and would be disturbed using the pilot funding formula. 

Ms. Matthews responded to various questions and comments regarding the funding formula, 
the funding tiers, and the concept of regionalization.  She stated that the upcoming proposed 
rules would provide a concept rather than specific amounts and would include Board review 
every five years.  She remarked that the new approach is intended to bring agencies into 
better alignment across the state and to support LPHAs committed to providing core services.   

MOVED by Ms. Mulch, seconded by Dr. Nevin-Woods, to approve the funding formula 
for the Local Public Health Planning and Support Program.  

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY  

Request for Approval of Funding Recommendations: Nurse Home Visitor Program (NHVP) FY 
12/13    

Staff Comments:  Mary Martin, MSW, LCSW, Director, Home Visitation Programs, Prevention 
Services Division, presented the FY 2012/2013 funding recommendations for the Colorado 
Nurse Home Visitor Program for a total $ 11,141,152.  She reviewed the content of the 
materials provided to the Board that included; 1) a cover letter with information summarizing 
the application process; 2) application review summaries for each of the, nineteen, current 
program grantees; 3) a spreadsheet with funding recommendation amounts for FY 
2012/2013; and 4) a spreadsheet with the grant awards for FY 2011/2012.  She pointed out 
that the department expects to generate $1,263,155 from Medicaid revenue paid directly to 
the grantee sites.         

Ms. Martin noted that the Nurse Family Partnership National Service Office and Invest In Kids, 
as well as the University of Colorado, are partners of CDPHE in managing the Nurse Home 
Visitor Program.  

She responded to questions and comments pertaining to caseload requirements, program 
goals, programmatic challenges, cost efficiencies, and the disparities in funding amounts for 
each grantee.   

MOVED by Mr. Schlabs, seconded by Ms. Mulch, to approve the funding 
recommendations for the Nurse Home Visitor Program for all of the proposed 
recipients excluding Denver Health and Hospital Authority, Kit Carson County Health 
and Human Services, and Pueblo Community Health Center.   

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY  

MOVED by Mr. Schlabs, seconded by Ms. Warren, to approve the funding 
recommendations for the Nurse Home Visitor Program for Denver Health and Hospital 
Authority.    

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY (Dr. Mehler recused) 

MOVED by Mr. Schlabs, seconded by Ms. Warren, to approve the funding 
recommendations for the Nurse Home Visitor Program for Pueblo Community Health 
Center.    

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY (Dr. Nevin-Woods recused) 

MOVED by Mr. Schlabs, seconded by Dr. Mehler, to approve the funding 
recommendations for the Nurse Home Visitor Program for Kit Carson County Health 
and Human Services.    

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY (Ms. Mulch recused) 
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PUBLIC RULEMAKING HEARING: Proposed amendments to 5 CCR 1005-4, Newborn Screening 

Staff Comments:  David A. Butcher, Director, Laboratory Services Division, presented the 
Board with the proposed changes pertaining to the specimen collection and submission 
requirements of the Newborn Screening regulations.   

Mr. Butcher remarked that the proposed changes include requiring initial newborn screening 
specimens be obtained within 48 hours of birth and requiring overnight courier, when 
available, to deliver the specimen to the laboratory.  He commented that the proposed 
changes would greatly increase the ability to diagnose and treat infants with potential life 
threatening conditions more readily.   

Mr. Butcher responded to questions pertaining to the probable costs and benefits of the 
proposed rule, the collection rates for first and second newborn screening, the accuracy of the 
test results, and the importance of obtaining newborn sample collection within 24 hours.         

Public Comments 

Erica Wright, genetics counselor, Children’s Hospital, remarked that she supports the 
proposed changes to the rule.  She stated that the changes provide clarity and support best 
practices, which ensure that infants diagnosed with certain severe disorders, receive early 
treatment.  

Scott Matthew, Directory of Program Service, March of Dimes, testified in support of the 
proposed rules and he commended the department for being a national leader regarding 
newborn screening.    

MOVED by Ms. Sowinski, seconded by Dr. Mehler, to adopt the proposed 
amendments to 5 CCR 1005-4, Newborn Screening, along with the statement of 
basis and purpose, specific statutory authority and regulatory analysis.  

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY   

Informational Briefing: Autism Prevalence Update  

Lisa Miller, M.D., Division Director, Disease Control and Environmental Epidemiology Division, 
provided an overview regarding the prevalence of Autism.  Her presentation included a 
discussion on the definition of Autism, the methodology of the Autism and Developmental 
Disabilities Monitoring (ADDM) Network, and the results of the ADDM Network 2008 study.   

Legislative Update, Karin McGowan, Director, Community Relations   

Ms. McGowan updated the Board on various bills of interest on the department’s legislative 
agenda.  She discussed the Long Bill; HB12-1326, concerning assistance to the elderly; 
HB12-1161, regarding the Nutrients Scientific Advisory Board; HB12-1294, pertaining to 
licensure of state health facilities; HB12-1268, regarding the transfer of oversight for 
conducting health facility safety inspections to the Colorado Department of Public Safety; 
SB12-162, pertaining to illegal drug manufacturing lab cleanup; HB12-1109, concerning 
budget cuts to provide more funding for public school; SB12-130 concerning governance of 
child development programs.  Ms. McGowan noted that a late bill was introduced related 
to medical marijuana funds. 

PUBLIC RULEMAKING HEARING: Proposed amendments to 6 CCR 1011-1, Standards for 
Hospitals and Health Facilities, Ch. IX, Community Clinics and Community Clinics and 
Emergency Centers (Continued from March 21, 2012) 

Staff Comments:  Lorraine Dixon-Jones, Policy Analyst, Health Facilities and Emergency 
Medical Services Division, requested that the Board adopt the proposed amendments and she 
provided a brief overview of the proposed changes.  



Approved May 16, 2012 

Ms. Dixon-Jones stated that this rulemaking hearing is part of a broader effort initiated last Fall 
to comprehensively revise Chapter IX.  She reminded the Board that during the September 
2011 rulemaking hearing, the department was asked to expand the scope of amendments to 
address concerns raised by Board members and stakeholders.  She pointed out that research 
and stakeholder meetings were conducted in October/November, which resulted in the 
hearing being continued to March 2012.  She reminded the Board that in March the 
department requested an additional continuance in response to the introduction of proposed 
legislation, House Bill 12-1294 (HB12-1294), which includes provisions pertaining to 
community clinics.  She pointed out that since the General Assembly is still deliberating 
HB12-1294 it would be premature to present the broader package of proposed amendments.  

Ms. Dixon-Jones stated that the current proposed amendments specifically request an 
increase in licensure fees.  She pointed out that, upon passage, HB12-1294 would prevent 
the department from setting community clinic fees to a level sufficient for adequately 
conducting oversight responsibilities.  She reviewed the proposed fee structure and stated 
that the increase allows onsite inspections upon initial licensure and thereafter every 3 to 5 
years.   

Board Questions 

There was some discussion regarding licensing standards for various facilities, the criteria for 
setting licensure fees, the types of facilities the department regulates, and availability of 
reports associated with managing the program.   

Public Comment 

Brook Powers, Manager, ClinicNET, stated that although any increase in fees creates a certain 
level of burden, overall, ClinicNET supports the proposed changes.  She remarked that the 
potential for any negative impact and undue burden, to safety net clinics that serve un-insured 
and under-insured individuals, has been considered and is reflected in the proposed rule.  She 
shared her appreciation for the department’s hard work and collaborative approach in 
developing the proposed fee structure.      

Tom Hill, Regulatory Policy Director, Colorado Hospital Association, stated that he supports the 
proposed amendments and appreciates the department’s hard work.   

MOVED by Ms. Mulch, seconded by Mr. Schlabs, to adopt the proposed 
amendments to 6 CCR 1011-1, Standards for Hospitals and Health Facilities, 
Chapter IX, Community Clinics and Community Clinics and Emergency Centers, as 
presented, along with the statement of basis and purpose, specific statutory 
authority and regulatory analysis.  

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY (Dr. Mahler recused) 

Reports of the Executive Director and Chief Medical Officer, Chris Urbina, MD, MPH  

Dr. Urbina discussed the department’s progress in reconnecting with stakeholders, the 
development of seven priorities outlined in the strategic map, and the cultural changes 
occurring within the department.  Dr. Urbina responded to various questions from the Board.   

Attorney General’s Report, Eric Kuhn 

Eric Kuhn, Assistant Attorney General, updated the Board on the status of the following 
case: 

 Colorado Consumer Health Initiative (CCHI) vs. Colorado Board of Health  

o The Attorney General’s Office (AGO) is reviewing suggested revisions of 
CCHI’s motion prior to filing.  
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Administrative Business, Karen Osthus, Board Administrator  

Ms. Osthus remarked that she has been meeting with the administrators for the 
Department of Human Services Board and the Medical Services Board to review shared 
regulations and take steps to resolve any disparities or misconceptions of conflict.  She 
discussed the Board’s draft procedural rules and asked members for additional input.      

This meeting was adjourned at approximately 1:25 p.m.  

Copies of the rulemaking documents, reports, briefings, and presentations may be obtained by 
submitting a request to:  cdphe.bohrequests@state.co.us 

mailto:cdphe.bohrequests@state.co.us

