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 MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE  
MEDICAL SERVICES BOARD 

303 East 17th Avenue, 11th Floor Conference Room 
Denver, CO  

August 12, 2016  

Call to Order 

Christy Blakely called the meeting to order at 9:03 a.m.  

Roll Call 

The Board Coordinator called the roll.  There were sufficient members for a quorum 
with nine members participating. 

A. Members Present  

Christy Blakely, Bregitta Hughes, Jessica Kuhns, Charolette Lippolis, Paul 
Melinkovich, Amanda Moorer, Patricia Givens, and Mike Stahl.  

B. Members Excused 

David Potts and Donna Roberts 

C. Staff Present 

Gretchen Hammer, Deputy Executive Director/Director, Health Programs Office; 
Jennifer Weaver, First Assistant Attorney General; Chris Sykes, Board 
Coordinator; and Dan Hutchinson, Staff Support 

Announcements 

Ms. Blakely announced the next Medical Services Board Meeting will be held in the 
11th floor conference room at 303 East 17th Avenue in Denver on Friday, 
September 9th at 9:00 a.m. 

It is the policy of this Board and the Department to remind everyone in attendance 
that this facility is private property.  The capacity of the meeting room is 105. Please 
do not block the doors or stand around the edges of the room. Please turn cell 
phones off while in the meeting room as they interfere with the recording 
equipment. 
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Approval of Minutes 

Dr. Lippolis noted that the Board discussed Document 4 on the July Agenda. The 
July minutes were amended to reflect this. Dr. Melinkovich moved for the approval 
of the minutes. The motion was seconded by Ms. Kuhns. There were no comments 
and the minutes were approved as submitted, 9:0.  

Rules 

Mr. Stahl made a motion that all emergency rules that are adopted at this 
meeting include a finding that their immediate adoption is imperatively necessary 
to comply with State or Federal law or Federal Regulation or for the preservation 
of public health, safety or welfare and that compliance with CRS § 24-4-103 
would be contrary to the public interest. The motion was seconded by Dr. 
Melinkovich and approved by a vote of 9:0. 

A. Emergency Adoption AGENDA 

1) Document 09, MSB 16-08-09-A 
 

Revision to the Medical Assistance Rule Concerning Recipient Appeals, Section 
8.057  

Paul Ritzma, Legal Division, and Troy Peck, Delivery System & Payment 
Section, presented the proposed rule and explained that the justification for 
the emergency status is the preservation of public health, safety and welfare. 
It revises the rule to come into compliance with state and federal mandates.  

Board Discussion 

None 

Public Testimony 

There was no public testimony on Document 09. 

Ms. Moorer moved for the emergency adoption of Document 09. The motion 
was seconded by Mr. Stahl. The Board voted for the emergency approval of 
Document 09, 9:0. 

B. Consent AGENDA 

1) Document 01 MSB 16-03-22-B 

Revision to the Medical Assistance Home and Community Based Services Rule 
Concerning Supportive Living Program, Section 8.515.85 

2) Document 02, MSB 16-04-13-A 

Revision to the Medical Assistance Office of Community Living Rule 
Concerning Consumer Directed Care for the Elderly Section 8.518 
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3) Document 03, MSB 16-05-10-A 

Revision to the Medical Assistance Eligibility Rule Concerning Parents and 
Caretaker Relatives at Section 8.100.1 & 8.100.4.G 

 
Dr. Melinkovich moved for the final permanent adoption by consent of 
Documents 01, 02 and 03. The motion was seconded by Ms. Moorer. 

The Board voted for the final permanent adoption by consent of Documents 
01, 02 and 03, 9:0. 

C. Initial Agenda 

1) DOCUMENT 04, MSB 16-06-28-B 

Revision to the Medical Assistance Program Rule Concerning Outpatient Fee-
For-Service Substance Use Disorder Treatment Services, Section 8.746 

Amanda Forsythe, Health Programs Operations Section, presented the 
proposed rule and explained that language is removed from the appendix 
and inserted back into rule text.  

Board Discussion 

None 

Public Testimony 

There was no public testimony on Document 04. 

Ms. Hughes moved for the initial approval of Document 04. The motion was 
seconded by Dr. Melinkovich. 

The Board voted for the initial approval of Document 04, 9:0. 

2) Document 05, MSB 16-05-31-A 

Revision to the Medical Assistance Pharmacy Rule Concerning Medicaid 
Option for Prescribed Drugs by Mail, Section 8.800 

January Monano, Pharmacy Policy Specialist, presented the proposed rule and 
explained that Seate Bill 16-027 allows members to receive their Maintenance 
Medications through the mail without having to apply. The elimination of the 
application process removes an administrative burden for members, providers 
and the Department. Stakeholder engagement included, but was not limited 
to, Bethany Pay, CCLP, and Brad Young, RX Plus. 

Board Discussion 

Board discussion and questions included: 

A discussion regarding the definition of maintenance medications, chronic 
medication and schedule 2 drugs was held. The entity that determines what 
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qualifies as maintenance medications was asked and suggested to be 
inserted into the rule to remove vague language. There was discussion about 
language regarding enrolled providers.  

Public Testimony 

There was no public testimony on Document 05. 

Mr. Stahl moved for the initial approval of Document 05. The motion was 
seconded by Ms. Hughes. 

The Board voted for the initial approval of Document 05, 9:0. 

3) Document 06, MSB 16-04-28-A 

Revision to the Medical Assistance Nursing Facility Rule Concerning Fair 
Rental Allowance for Capital-Related Assets, Section 8.443.9 

Bryan Fife, Supportive Living Options Section, presented the proposed rule 
and explained this is technical changes to correct improper incorporation by 
reference. The proposed changes are regarding how the Deparment 
determines appraised value to arrive at the per diem rate. The changes do 
not have any impact on clients or providers. 

Board Discussion 

Board discussion and questions included: 

An overview of ow the appraised value assists in determining the per diem 
rate was requested, and clarification that this rule change impacts nursing 
facilities only was confirmed. 

Public Testimony 

There was no public testimony on Document 06. 

Dr. Melinkovich moved for the initial approval of Document 06. The motion 
was seconded by Ms. Kuhns. 

The Board voted for the initial approval of Document 06, 9:0. 

4) Document 07, MSB 16-06-20-A 

Revision to the Medical Assistance Rates Section Rule Concerning the Adding 
Definitions of Hospital Services, Section 8.300.1; and Payments for Outpatient 
Hospital Services, Section 8.300.6 

Andrew Abalos, Payment Reform Section, and Kevin Martin, Payment Reform 
Section, presented the proposed rule and explained the updates to the 
methodology for payment to hospitals for outpatient services that are 
provided to Medicaid clients and how they are designed to bring efficiency 
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and not overpay. There is concern regarding base rate setting from 
stakeholders.  

Board Discussion 

Board discussion and questions included: 

Potential changes to base rate setting were discussed and that rule language 
will alter between the initial presentation and the final presentation. A 
discussion about dates and the purpose of dates in the rule was held. Making 
these changes will facilitate greater accuracy in payment. It was requested 
that the Medical Necessity language be updated in this rule to reflect the 
newly approved language. 

Public Testimony 

There was no public testimony on Document 07. 

Mr. Stahl moved for the initial approval of Document 07. The motion was 
seconded by Ms. Moorer. 

The Board voted for the initial approval of Document 07, 9:0. 

5) Document 08, MSB 16-07-14-A 

Revision to the Medical Assistance Home and Community Based Services for 
Elderly Blind and Disabled Rule Concerning Non-Medical Transportation, 
Section 8.494 

Cassandra Keller, HCBS Benefits Section, presented the proposed rule and 
explained the changes are due to legislative changes, HB 16-1097. A new 
carrier type was created, new oversight and safety measures were all 
included in the revision. The legislative requirements were performed first, 
continue programmatic changes over the winter. The permit type is 
applicable to Non-Medical Transportation, NMT, and Non-Emergent Medical 
Transportation, NEMT, this rule revision is for NMT. NEMT is different 
program and will be revised at a later time. 

Board Discussion 

Board discussion and questions included: 

A discussion regarding how a family member becomes certified with the 
Colorado Public Utilities Commission and enroll as a provider was held. 
Switching current providers into the new permit type was discussed and how 
there will be no lapse in coverage. As providers need to renew, they will 
renew under the new permit type. These changes are less restrictive on 
providers but create more safety for members. The counseling session 
language was discussed. 

Dr. Melinkovich moved to strike the counseling session language on page 1 
at line 18. The motion was seconded by Dr. Lippolis.  The Board voted to 
strike the language, 9:0. 
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Public Testimony 

There was no public testimony on Document 08. 

Ms. Moorer moved for the initial approval of Document 08. The motion was 
seconded by Mr. Stahl. 

The Board voted for the initial approval of Document 08, 9:0. 

D. Consent Agenda Motion 

Dr. Melinkovich moved to place Documents 04, 06, and 08 on the Final 
Permanent Adoption by Consent agenda.  The motion was seconded by Mr. 
Stahl and approved, 9:0. 

E. Closing Motion 

Ms. Hughes moved to close the rules portion of the agenda.  The motion was 
seconded by Mr. Stahl. The Board voted to close the rules portion of the 
agenda, 9:0. 

Open Comments 

 None 

Department Updates 

 Department Updates/Questions – Gretchen Hammer, Medicaid Director, 
Deputy Executive Director 

 HIBI– David Smith, Benefits Coordination Section 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:58 a.m. 

The next scheduled meeting of the Medical Services Board is at 9:00 a.m. on Friday, 
September 09, 2016 in the 11th floor conference room at 303 East 17th Avenue, 
Denver, CO. 

Reasonable accommodations will be provided upon request for persons with disabilities.  
Please notify the Board Coordinator at 303- 866-4416 or chris.sykes@state.co.us or the 
504/ADA Coordinator hcpf504ada@state.co.us at least one week prior to the meeting. 
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