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STAFF SUMMARY OF MEETING

  COLORADO REAPPORTIONMENT COMMISSION

Date: 08/20/2011 ATTENDANCE

Time: 06:59 PM to 08:02 PM Atencio E
Berry E

Place: Northeastern Junior College 
Sterling

Carroll E

Jones E
This Meeting was called to order by Loevy X

 Tool                                                                                                                                       Nicolais X
Salazar E

This Report was prepared by Tool X
Bo Pogue Witwer X

Webb E
Carrera E

X = Present, E = Excused, A = Absent, * = Present after roll call

Bills Addressed: Action Taken:
Welcome and Introductions Sterling
Witness Testimony Sterling

Witness Testimony and/or Committee Discussion Only
Witness Testimony and/or Committee Discussion Only

Note:  This meeting summary is not an official record of the commission or of the meeting.  It is not 
intended to serve as a transcript or minutes of the commission meeting.  The audio recording of the meeting 
is the official record of the meeting.  This summary may be used as a guide to the audio recording.  To 
access the audio recording of a commission meeting, visit the Colorado Joint Legislative Library located in 
the State Capitol, Room 048 (basement/ground floor level).  You will need to note the date, time, and 
location of the meeting to access the audio recording.  Copies of the audio recordings may be obtained at 
the library if you bring with you blank, recordable compact discs or a flash drive.  Librarians are on site 
and available to assist you with accessing an audio recording.

06:59 PM  --   Welcome and Introductions Sterling

The commission was called to order.  Commissioner Tool, acting chair, made some opening remarks and 
introduced himself.  Commissioners Loevy, Witwer, and Nicolais introduced themselves.

07:02 PM

Ms. Kate Meyer, Reapportionment Commission Staff, read a statement providing background on the 
commission and its appointments, and an overview of the time table for the commission’s work.  Ms. Meyer then 
briefed the audience on the federal and state legal criteria that must be observed in redrawing Colorado’s state 
House and Senate boundaries following each decennial census.

07:08 PM  --   Witness Testimony Sterling

The following persons testified at the Sterling meeting:



Colorado Reapportionment Commission (08/20/2011)   Final

2   Final

07:08 PM    --    Ms. Marilyn Van Well expressed objection to drawing the incumbent in House District 63 
into a new district, citing certain legal criteria that the commission must observe as it performs its duties.  She asked 
that the commission keep the Eastern Plains whole and that it be apportioned the number of districts to which it is 
entitled.  Ms. Van Well submitted her written testimony for the record (Attachment A).

07:12 PM    --    Mr. Don Jones objected to Morgan County being split in the proposed House plan, and 
suggested that additional population be drawn from Weld County for House District 65.  He cited communities of 
interest in northeastern Colorado, and geographic features that define the area.  He also cited issues of concern to 
the people of the area.  Discussion ensued about a House plan proposed for the Eastern Plains that was not selected 
by the commission.  Commission members received a modified version of this proposed plan (Attachment B).

07:18 PM    --    Mr. Russell Smith asked the commission about the change in population in the current 
House districts.

07:18 PM    --    Ms. Bonnie Kuntz discussed the process that led to the drafting of the plan shown in 
Attachment B, and expressed a desire for the representation of the Eastern Plains to remain intact.

07:24 PM    --    Ms. Lola Mathais continued to discuss Attachment B.  Ms. Kuntz returned to discuss the 
district colored in red on Attachment B, and urged the commission to consider this plan and keep certain areas of 
the Eastern Plains together.  Discussion ensued regarding a desire by the residents of southeastern Colorado to keep 
the Arkansas Valley together, and the proposed district in Attachment B that groups Baca, Las Animas, and Pueblo 
Counties together.

07:30 PM    --    Mr. Norm Blackburn asked about the population of a portion of Morgan County that is 
grouped into House District 57 in the proposed plan, and the reason for splitting Morgan County in the plan.  Mr. 
Blackburn discussed differing and changing communities of interest in Weld County, and differences between Weld 
County and counties to the east.

07:34 PM    --    Mr. Monty Willike objected to Morgan County being split in the commission’s proposed 
House plan, and discussed the potential for representation on the Eastern Plains to come from near the Denver 
Metropolitan area under the proposed plan.  Commissioner Witwer discussed the potential ramifications of keeping 
Morgan County whole in the House plan.  Commissioner Tool discussed the impact of changes in population on 
Colorado’s Eastern Plains relative to the rest of the state.  Commissioner Witwer asked the audience to give its 
views on how to mitigate potential issues in keeping Morgan County whole in the House map.

07:41 PM

Mr. Jones returned to ask the commission why there are only four members of the commission at the 
meeting.
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07:42 PM

Ms. Van Wells asked about moving a portion of Weld County into the proposed House District 65 in order 
to keep Morgan County whole, and requested that the current House incumbent representing northeastern Colorado 
be kept in the proposed House District 65.

07:46 PM

Ms. Kuntz returned to discuss the current representation of the House districts on the Eastern Plains and 
which districts the incumbents would be drawn into under the proposed House plan.  Ms. Kuntz responded to 
questions regarding her preference for dividing the Eastern Plains vertically rather than horizontally.  She also 
objected to drawing portions of Aurora into a district with Eastern Plains counties.  Discussion ensued regarding the 
differing issues facing southeastern Colorado and northeastern Colorado, and the House redistricting preferences of 
southeastern Colorado.  Ms. Kuntz responded to questions regarding the potential for someone from southeastern 
Colorado to represent northeastern Colorado.

07:56 PM    --    Mr. Dean Schuman discussed where the commissioners reside, and asked whether any of 
the commissioners are from rural areas.  Discussion ensued on this point.

08:00 PM    --    Ms. Joann Smith asked about the timing of the reapportionment process.  Commissioner 
Nicolais explained that audio from the public hearings is available to the commissioners not present.  Commissioner 
Tool advertised the commission’s website.

08:02 PM

A number of public comments received by the commission via e-mail were entered into the public record 
(Attachment C).  The commission adjourned.
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