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STAFF SUMMARY OF MEETING

  COLORADO REAPPORTIONMENT COMMISSION

Date: 08/15/2011 ATTENDANCE

Time: 06:00 PM to 10:56 PM Atencio X
Berry X

Place: University of Colorado - Boulder Carroll X
Jones X

This Meeting was called to order by Loevy E
Representative Jones Nicolais E

Salazar X
This Report was prepared by Tool X

Jessika Shipley Witwer X
Webb E

Carrera X
X = Present, E = Excused, A = Absent, * = Present after roll call

Bills Addressed: Action Taken:
Introductions and Welcome
Public Testimony

-
-

Note:  This meeting summary is not an official record of the commission or of the meeting.  It is not 
intended to serve as a transcript or minutes of the commission meeting.  The audio recording of the meeting 
is the official record of the meeting.  This summary may be used as a guide to the audio recording.  To 
access the audio recording of a commission meeting, visit the Colorado Joint Legislative Library located in 
the State Capitol, Room 048 (basement/ground floor level).  You will need to note the date, time, and 
location of the meeting to access the audio recording.  Copies of the audio recordings may be obtained at 
the library if you bring with you blank, recordable compact discs or a flash drive.  Librarians are on site 
and available to assist you with accessing an audio recording.

6:00 PM  --   Introductions and Welcome

Commissioner Jones called the meeting to order.  The members of the commission introduced themselves.

6:04 PM

Kate Meyer, Colorado Reapportionment Commission staff, read a prepared statement about the process of 
redistricting (Attachment A).

6:08 PM

Commissioner Jones explained that everyone would have a chance to be heard.
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6:09 PM  --   Public Testimony

The following individuals testified:

6:10 PM    --    Bill van Dusen, representing himself, spoke about his experience with redistricting in 
Longmont.  He spoke about the importance of compactness and the preservation of communities of interest in the 
city of Longmont.  He expressed his opinion that the proposed plan divides and fractures Longmont and is generally 
unconstitutional.  Mr. van Dusen responded to questions from the commission about specific changes he would 
make to the proposed map of House Districts 11 and 12.  He stressed the importance of keeping the Latino 
community in Longmont whole in order to have a strong voice in state government.  He recommended staying as 
close as possible to the current House districts

6:18 PM    --    Audy Leggere-Hickey, representing herself, read a prepared statement (Attachment B).  
She responded to questions from the commission.

6:22 PM    --    Rebecca Browning, representing herself, expressed her opinion that the primary goals of 
reapportionment are not reflected by the proposed plan.  She spoke about the interests of the citizens of the city of 
Boulder.  She indicated that the needs of Boulder County cannot be met with the number of elected legislators that 
are suggested by the proposed map.  Ms. Browning responded to questions from the commission about potentially 
splitting the Gunbarrel neighborhood.  She submitted her statement in writing (Attachment C).

6:26 PM    --    Dr. Peter Dawson, representing himself, read a prepared statement (Attachment D).

6:28 PM    --    Marilyn Hughes, representing herself, spoke about her experience as a long-time resident 
of Longmont.  She expressed her opinion that Longmont is too big to be in one House district and should have more 
than one representative.  She read from a portion of the Hobbs decision in In re Reapportionment of the Colo. Gen. 
Assembly , 45 P.3d 1237 (Colo. 2002) that specifically addressed the city of Longmont.

6:32 PM    --    Jake Marsing, representing himself, stated his opinion that the proposed map effectively 
disenfranchises approximately 10,000 Longmont citizens.  He suggested that the city of Longmont be divided more 
evenly by population.  He read the same portion of the Hobbs decision as Ms. Hughes.  He urged the commission to 
fulfill its constitutional requirements.

6:36 PM    --    Kaye Fissinger, representing herself, discussed what she characterized as the 
gerrymandering of the city of Longmont.  She indicated that the commission was lobbied by Republican operatives 
to disenfranchise approximately 10,000 citizens in the heart of Longmont.  Ms. Fissinger responded to questions 
from the commission.  She submitted her statement in writing (Attachment E).
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6:45 PM

Discussion ensued about the most appropriate way to respond to public testimony.

6:46 PM    --    Darwin Miner, representing himself, expressed his opinion that the current representation 
of House Districts 11 and 12 works very well.  He indicated that the proposed map amounts to gerrymandering.  He 
reiterated the testimony of prior witnesses about the disenfranchisement of some Longmont voters.  He stated his 
opinion that a more obvious boundary for the House districts exists along Highway 119.  Mr. Miner submitted his 
statement in writing (Attachment F).

6:51 PM    --    Scott Cook, representing the Longmont Area Chamber of Commerce, stated that the 
Chamber supports the proposed map of Longmont.

6:53 PM    --    Kathy Weber-Harding, representing the Longmont Area Chamber of Commerce, read a 
prepared statement of support for the proposed House map (Attachment G).

6:54 PM    --    Gretchen Diefenderfer, representing herself, read a prepared statement (Attachment H).

6:56 PM    --    Leona Stoecker, representing herself, read a prepared statement of support for the proposed 
map (Attachment I).

6:59 PM    --    Joel Davidow, representing himself, expressed support for proposed Senate District 18, but 
discussed his concerns with proposed House Districts 12, 13, and 26.

7:02 PM    --    Former State Representative Betty Swenson, representing herself, read a letter from her 
husband, former State Representative Bill Swenson.  The letter expressed support for the proposed map of 
Longmont.

7:05 PM    --    Maxine Berg, representing herself, expressed support for the proposed map of Longmont.  
She submitted her testimony in writing (Attachment J).

7:07 PM    --    Melinda Yale, representing herself, read a prepared statement (Attachment K).
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7:08 PM    --    Victor Galvan, representing Longmont Youth for Equality, spoke about the proposed 
map’s potential fracturing of the Latino community in Longmont.  He indicated that the proposal for House Districts 
11 and 12 would separate many of his friends and family into separate districts with vastly different interests.  
Discussion ensued about the Hispanic population of Longmont.

7:17 PM    --    Linda Marquez, representing herself, stated her opinion that Longmont is being 
well-represented by Representatives Deb Gardner and Matt Jones and the current situation does not need to change.  
She discussed the Latino community in Longmont.

7:20 PM    --    Suzanne Morales, representing herself, expressed her support for the proposed House map 
of Longmont and urged the commission to adopt it.

7:22 PM    --    Brigette Rodriguez, representing Vote Longmont, read a prepared statement (Attachment 
L).

7:24 PM    --    Cathy Jarrett, representing herself, read a prepared statement in support of the proposed 
House map of Longmont (Attachment M).

7:26 PM    --    Gabriel Santos, representing himself, read a prepared statement in support of the proposed 
House map of Longmont (Attachment N).

7:28 PM    --    Jeff Ilseman, representing himself, read a prepared statement and submitted the statement 
with a packet of tables for each House district in the Longmont area (Attachment O).  The attachment also contains 
a number of letters supporting proposed House plan H6001.

7:32 PM    --    Harry Hempy, representing himself, read a prepared statement (Attachment P).

7:35 PM    --    Janeill Flaig, representing herself, expressed support for the proposed House map of 
Longmont.

7:36 PM    --    George Flaig, representing himself, expressed support for the proposed House map of 
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Longmont.  

7:37 PM    --    John Olson, representing himself, expressed support for the proposed House map of 
Longmont.

7:38 PM    --    Chris Rodriguez, representing himself, read a prepared statement (Attachment Q).

7:41 PM    --    Laura Spicer, representing the Boulder County Democratic Party, discussed House 
Districts 10 and 13.  She asked the commission to restore the boundaries of those districts.  She talked about the 
mountain precincts of Boulder County.  She stated her opinion that those precincts should be represented by the 
same Representative and Senator.

7:47 PM    --    Victor Hauser, representing himself, read a prepared statement (Attachment R).

7:49 PM    --    Jonathan Singer, representing himself, spoke about his experience as a Longmont resident 
and as an employee of Boulder County.  He expressed his opinion that proposed House Districts 11 and 12 do not 
make sense.  He asked what Longmont gains by having only one representative.  He discussed the areas of common 
socioeconomic interests in Longmont and encouraged the commission not to fracture the heart of the Latino 
community and the business district.

7:53 PM    --    Dan Gould, representing the Boulder County Democratic Party, clarified that he does not 
know how to redraw the proposed House map.  He discussed the split of Longmont and reiterated the testimony of 
prior witnesses with regard to the proposed boundaries for House Districts 11 and 12.  He spoke specifically about 
his notion of proper representation for the Latino community in Longmont.  Mr. Gould responded to questions from 
the commission about the inclusion of Grand County with the western portion of Boulder County.

8:01 PM    --    Wyn Englehardt, representing Niki Enriquez, read a letter from Ms. Enriquez in support of 
the proposed House map of Longmont (Attachment S).

8:03 PM    --    Carolyn Hauser, representing herself, read a prepared statement in support of the proposed 
House map of Longmont (Attachment T).

8:05 PM    --    Frances Sinton, representing herself, read a prepared statement in support of the proposed 
House map (Attachment U).
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8:08 PM    --    Penny Nikel, representing herself, read a prepared statement in support of the proposed 
House map and submitted a written statement from her husband, Don Nikel (Attachments V and W).

8:10 PM    --    Stephen Bailey, representing himself, expressed support for the proposed House map of 
Longmont.  He discussed the proposed Senate map, focusing on the economic interests unique to Boulder County.

8:16 PM    --    Errol Heiman, representing himself, read a prepared statement (Attachment X).

8:18 PM    --    Christine Showers, representing herself, read a prepared statement (Attachment Y).

8:21 PM    --    Stan Showers, representing himself, expressed support for the proposed House map.  He 
discussed the cultural differences between Boulder and the surrounding communities of Longmont and Lyons.

8:23 PM    --    Donna Whipple, representing herself, read a prepared statement in support of the proposed 
House map (Attachment Z).

8:26 PM    --    Travis Whipple, representing himself, read a prepared statement in support of the proposed 
House map (Attachment AA) and provided a letter of support from his coworker, Michael Waters (Attachment BB).

8:29 PM    --    Brad Beck, representing himself, read a prepared statement (Attachment CC).

8:32 PM    --    Alan Olson, representing himself, stated his opinion that the citizens of Grand County do 
not want to be included in a House district with Boulder County.  He urged the commission to include Grand 
County in a House district with counties on the Western Slope.  He spoke about the protection of Grand County 
water.  He indicated that there is no road directly from Grand County to Boulder County.

8:34 PM    --    Scott Whipple, representing himself, read a prepared statement (Attachment DD).
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8:37 PM    --    Stan Tomkinson, representing himself, spoke about affordable housing in Boulder and 
Longmont.  He expressed support for the proposed House map.

8:39 PM    --    Gail Russo, representing herself, read a prepared statement (Attachment EE).

8:41 PM    --    James Butler, representing himself, discussed his experience as a resident of Gunbarrel.  He 
urged the commission to keep Gunbarrel whole in a single House district with eastern Boulder.  He outlined the 
boundaries of Gunbarrel and spoke about the neighborhood associations therein.  He discussed recent development 
in Gunbarrel.  Mr. Butler responded to questions from the commission.

8:49 PM    --    Pauline Christensen, representing herself, asked the commission to reconsider the proposed 
House map.  She spoke about the heart of Longmont and reiterated the testimony of prior witnesses about splitting 
the Latino community.

8:53 PM    --    John Bigger, representing himself, spoke about the proposed House map and its split of the 
Latino community in Longmont.

8:55 PM    --    John Gunsch, representing himself, expressed support for the proposed House map of 
Longmont.

8:57 PM    --    Paul Caldara, representing himself, expressed his opinion that Gunbarrel will not have 
proper representation as long as it is included in a district with the city of Boulder and the University of Colorado.  
He supported the proposed House map.

9:00 PM    --    Carole Zarrella, representing herself, read a prepared statement (Attachment FF).

9:02 PM    --    Mimi Kaplysh, representing herself, spoke about proposed House District 26 and the 
inclusion of Grand County in that district.  She urged the commission to keep Grand County in a House district with 
the Western Slope.  

9:06 PM    --    Harry Kottcamp, representing himself, expressed confusion about what will be submitted to 
the Colorado Supreme Court as part of the final plan.  He discussed the various reports that are included with the 
plan and the constitutional requirements for such reports.  Commissioners Witwer, Carroll, and Atencio made 
comments regarding the use of census data and redistricting criteria.  Mr. Kottcamp commented that not all of the 
constitutional criteria for redistricting are reflected in the reports generated by the commission.

9:16 PM    --    Cindy Leonard, representing herself, spoke about her dissatisfaction with the inclusion of 
Grand County in a House district with Boulder County.  She discussed the unique interests of citizens of Grand 
County.  She urged the commission to allow Grand County to elect a representative who understand those unique 
needs and interests.

9:19 PM    --    Rod Kauber, representing himself, reiterated the testimony of prior witnesses about the 
inclusion of Grand County in a House district with Boulder County.  Discussion ensued between Mr. Kauber and 
the commissioners about the constitutional criteria for redistricting.  The discussion continued, with several 
commissioners commenting about the reasons for including Grand County in a House district with Boulder County.
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9:32 PM    --    Ted Kaplysh, representing himself, spoke about his experience as a resident of Grand 
County.  He talked about the constitutional requirements for drawing House and Senate districts.  He discussed the 
population centers in Grand County.

9:37 PM    --    Rick Samson, representing the Longmont Area Chamber of Commerce, discussed his 
opinion that the city of Longmont should have its own representative in the state House of Representatives.

9:39 PM    --    William Hiler, representing himself, spoke about his experience as a resident of Grand 
County.  He reiterated the testimony of prior witnesses with regard to keeping Grand County with the Western 
Slope.

9:40 PM    --    Walter Engelhardt, representing himself, spoke about the rural community around the city 
of Longmont.  He discussed his experience as an organic farmer and as a long-time resident of Boulder County.  He 
submitted his written testimony and a proposal for a House map of Longmont (Attachment GG).

9:52 PM    --    Doug Young, representing himself, expressed support for the proposed Senate plan and 
misgivings about the proposed House plan.

9:57 PM    --    Lois Bjerke, representing herself, read a prepared statement (Attachment HH).

9:58 PM    --    Elizabeth Turner, representing herself, read a prepared statement (Attachment II).

10:00 PM    --    Barbara Hosmer, representing herself, read a prepared statement (Attachment JJ).

10:01 PM    --    Marisa Dirks, representing herself, spoke about her experience as a long-time 
Longmont-area resident.  She expressed concerns about proposed House Districts 11 and 12, which,in her opinion, 
splinters the voice of the Latino community in Longmont.  She stated that it makes sense for Longmont to have two 
strong voices in the state House of Representatives.

10:06 PM    --    John Gaddis, representing himself, urged the commission to give Longmont a very strong 
voice in the political arena going forward.  He discussed the communities surrounding Longmont that put Longmont 
in a unique place in the middle.  He commented that the proposed House map may not be perfect, but it is pretty 
good.

10:12 PM    --    Anne Bensard, representing herself, spoke about fundamental differences in water law 
between the Front Range and the Western Slope.

10:13 PM    --    Jane Mather, representing herself, expressed her opinion that Grand County should be 
included in a House district with Boulder, Gilpin, and Clear Creek Counties.  She spoke at great length about the 
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benefits of including Grand County in proposed House District 26.

10:27 PM    --    Claire Bensard, representing herself, expressed her opinion that Grand County and 
western Boulder County should be kept separate.

10:28 PM    --    Tom Waldow, representing himself, spoke about communities of interest in the alpine 
communities in Grand, Gilpin, Clear Creek, and western Boulder counties.

10:29 PM    --    Eileen Waldow, representing herself, expressed support for the inclusion of Grand County 
in proposed House District 26.  She indicated that the political parties in Grand County are not united in their 
opposition to the proposed House map.  Ms. Waldo spoke about water issues in Grand County.

10:34 PM    --    Marilee Nolte, representing herself, read a prepared statement (Attachment KK).

10:38 PM    --    Sally Martin, representing herself, discussed the best way to split the city of Longmont.  
She expressed support for a map that more equally splits the population of the city.  She reiterated the testimony of 
Mr. Bigger with regard to the minimization of minority groups.

10:44 PM    --    Sarah Levison, representing herself, spoke about the value of the FastTracks program to 
Longmont.  She indicated that the proposed House map of Longmont does not make sense.  Ms. Levison responded 
to questions from the commission.

10:50 PM    --    Sally Hempy, representing Allen Nelson, read a written statement from Mr. Nelson 
(Attachment LL).

10:54 PM

A number of written comments were submitted for the record (Attachment MM).  Commissioner Jones 
thanked everyone and adjourned the meeting.
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