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Minutes of the May 27, 2014 

Action Meeting  

 

 

TOWN OF ARRIBA 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES ACTION MEETING 

Tuesday May 27, 2014 

Arriba Town Hall, 711 Front Street, Arriba, CO  80804 

 

Call to Order 

Mayor Alex Flores called the meeting to order at 7:30. Roll call for the Arriba Town Board was 

read and those answering were Jody Schifferns, Karen Kovar, Caleb Brent and Marcella Flores. 

Troy McCue arrived a few minutes late. Mike Koehn was absent. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance was led by Karen Kovar. 

 

Public Audience included: Ted Grundmeier. Ted Grundmeier suggested increasing the water 

and sewer tap fees to $2,000 each, and grandfathering in the taps that have been capped or 

abandoned. 

 

Approval of Agenda Trustee Kovar requested that ‘Minutes Discussion’ be added under 

Unfinished Business. Trustee Kovar moved to approve the Agenda as amended. Trustee McCue 

seconded and the motion passed. 

 

Water Rate Increase The Board reviewed a list of the Town’s water rates, and the water rates of 

Limon, Flagler and Seibert. (a copy of this has been included with the minutes and by reference 

are a part of these minutes). The Town has 112 active water customers. The average usage in 

Town is 4,000 gallons. KC Electric rates were increased by 1% for 2014. Black Hills Energy 

rates increased by 3.7%. 

The Board discussed decreasing the minimum gallons to 3,000. The Board discussed changing 

the minimum gallons to 4,000 since that is the average usage. The Board discussed raising the 

water tap fees and the sewer tap fees to $2,000 each. Right now they are $1500 each and this 

basically just covers the Town’s costs. Trustee Schifferns disagreed with Ted Grundmeier’s 

suggestion of grandfathering in taps that have been capped or abandoned.  

There was discussion on increasing the out of Town minimum water rate by 15%. The Board 

discussed if this was too high of an increase. There was discussion on increasing the out-of-

Town minimum so it is equal to the in Town minimum. 

There was discussion on how the Town will probably need to replace one of the linings at the 

sewer ponds sometime in the near future. There was discussion on the sewer pond repairs that 

had been done and how that breakdown out at the sewer pond had caused the Town to have bad 

effluent readings. Mayor Flores explained to the Board the item that Paul Reida had constructed 

for the Town’s sewer pond. 

Trustee McCue made a motion to increase the out of Town minimum fee to $38.50 for 3,000 

gallons, and to decrease the in-Town minimum gallons to 4,000 keeping the rate at $38.50, and 

changing the first tier to 5,000 through 27,000. Trustee Kovar seconded and the motion passed. 

Trustee Schifferns made a motion to increase the water tap fee to $2,000 and the sewer tap fee to 

$2,000. Trustee Kovar seconded and the motion passed. 
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Minutes The Board discussed what they wanted recorded in the minutes. The Board agreed that 

summarizing basic discussion, and pros and cons of an issue and recording the motion was all 

that was needed to be included in the minutes. They agreed that every comment did not need to 

be recorded. 

 

 Maintenance Position It was explained that Tom Rush will be working part-time for the Town 

as of June 1
st
. 

The Board discussed advertising the Maintenance position as a full time position with health 

insurance and retirement benefits. The person will be required to obtain water testing, water 

collection and water distribution licenses & a wastewater license. Salary will be negotiable and 

will increase as water and sewer licensing is obtained. The person must be able to operate heavy 

machinery. 

The position will be advertised as soon as possible, applications will be taken until July 9
th

. The 

Board will interview applicants and hire someone July 14
th

 at the regular meeting. 

There was discussion about the Town paying for the persons training and requiring them to sign 

a 5 year contract with the Town.  

The Board discussed comp time and being stricter about it. If an employee works a few hours in 

the night they will be required to take a few hours off during regular work hours within a certain 

timeline. Comp time will not be accrued or carried over. The Board discussed getting a time 

clock for Town employees. There was discussion on inventorying and stamping the Town’s 

tools. 

There was discussion on hiring school kids to maintain the park for the summer. There were 

concerns about if the Town’s workman’s comp and Insurance would cover the kids. It’s possible 

that the Town will be able to get a grant to pay the kids. The Board instructed Clerk Hart to 

contact the Limon Town Clerk for information on this. 

 

Comments Mayor Flores said that the Board needs to support decisions that are made at 

meetings and support decisions that are made as a Board, and that Board members need to 

support each other. 

Clerk Hart asked if there was any changes or additions to the Newsletter she would be sending 

out this week. The Board agreed it looked good, Trustee McCue suggested changing the word 

vet to veterinarian. 

Clerk Hart asked the Board if they wanted to discuss increasing the sewer rates at the next 

meeting. The Board agreed that at this time a water rate increase was enough. 

Clerk Hart told the Board that Lisa Crawford from Karval is putting together a bi-monthly 

newspaper for the small towns in the area. Lisa Crawford has requested information on clubs or 

groups in Arriba. She has also asked if she could include Board meeting minutes in the 

newspaper. 

Trustee Schifferns had concerns about the barking dogs behind the Cousins’ property, she said 

that the barking was horrible. The Board agreed that a letter and a copy of the dog ordinance 

should be sent to the dog owners. 
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Trustee Brent asked the Board about camper or RV hook ups on his property and how the tap 

fees and usage fees would be handled. The Board agreed that this would be handled as stated in 

the RV Hookup Permit Guidelines Resolution. 

There was discussion about Kelby Vick piling up stuff on his property to burn. There were 

concerns about people burning at night. The Board agreed that the newsletter will be sent out and 

then if burning is still an issue the Board will address it at that time. 

 

 

Adjournment There being no further business to bring before the Board, Trustee McCue moved 

to adjourn the meeting, Trustee Kovar seconded, and Mayor Flores adjourned the meeting at 

8:26pm. 

 

 

Submitted by:   Josie Hart 

                           

 

 

Signed by: 

 

 

Approved by the Board on: 
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(attachment) 

 

Arriba has 112 active water customers (out of 138 total customers) 

The average water usage is 4,000 gallons 

 

 

Town of Arriba 

In-town Water Rates 

 Minimum through 5,000 gallons                38.50   

         6,000 through 27,000 gallons      1.50 per thousand gallons used 

       28,000 through 54,000 gallons             2.00 per thousand gallons used 

   55,000 through 123,000 gallons   3.00 per thousand gallons used 

   123,000 through 172,000 gallons             4.50 per thousand gallons used                

173,000 and up                   6.50 per thousand gallons used 

 

Out of Town Water Rates 

 

               Minimum through 3,000 gallons                36.00   

         4,000 through 27,000 gallons      3.00 per thousand gallons used 

       28,000 through 69,000 gallons             5.00 per thousand gallons used 

       70,000 and up                                   8.00 per thousand gallons used                 

 

 

Seibert Rates 

3,000     27.00 

Per thousand over   2.50 

 

 

Flagler Rates 

2,000     9.90 

Per thousand over      1.10 

 

Flagler- Out of town 

2,000     22.50 

Per thousand over   2.10 

 

 

Limon Rates 

3,999      14.80 

4,000 - 14,999    3.55 

15,000 - 33,999   3.71 

 

 

Cost for 5,000 gallons: 

Arriba $38.5  Seibert $32.00 Flagler $13.20 Limon $18.35 


