
 

               
Mission:                                                  
To provide the highest quality 
of water at the most affordable 
price for current customers 
and to provide for the 
expansion of the District as 
growth occurs. 

    
    
    

    
 

Greetings & Salutations! 
 

Hello friends and neighbors!  Last month as I typed this 
letter, the snow was falling.  Today, Sunday, the birds are singing, 
the sun is shining and I’m sore everywhere from the yard work I 
did on Saturday! The results were good, the things are looking 
nice, the weeds have had application number one for spraying.  
And I was able to both aerate and fertilize the yard.  If we get 
snow soon, my guess is I’ll be mowing my grass by tax day!  I 
hope your spring brings many new promises to you and your 
families. 

 
Just a reminder, even though the school year is in progress, we 
still need to give our kids a brake!  Slow down and drive safely 
through our neighborhoods!  

 

Meter Reading:  The meter reading for May will be on the 6th 
for all neighborhoods.  I will post June’s date in my next letter.  
 
Community Calendar:   Once again Platte Valley Medical 
Center has a busy month of activities.  You can find them on the 
web at www.pvmc.org/events or just stop in.  Here are some of 
the topics for this month: 
 

Prenatal Pilates Exercise Class 
Tuesday May 7, 14, 21 & 28, 6:00 p.m. 

Contact Karen Vizyak 
kizyak@pvmc.org 

 
Stroke Recovery Support Group 
Monday May 6, 1:30 – 3:00 p.m. 

Contact Christine Buzzell 
303-498-1844 

 
Cancer Support Group 
Saturday May 11 & 25, 11a.m. 

Contact Vicki Kennedy 
vicki@pvmc.org 

 
 
 

 
Total Joint University 
Tuesday May14, 5:30 – 7:30 p.m. 

Contact Christine Buzzell 
cbuzzell@pvmc.org 

 
FREE Women’s & Newborn Center Tours 
Wednesday May 8 & 22, 6:00 p.m.  

Contact Karen Albrecht 
kalbrecht@pvmc.org 

 
Pilates Mat Class 
Thursday May 2, 9, 16, 23 & 30, 5:15 p.m. 

Contact Karen Vizyak 
kvizyak@pvmc.org 

 
Heart Rhythm Meditation 
Wednesday May 1 & 15, 12:30 p.m. 

Contact Call Christine Buzzell 
330-498-1844 

 
New Discussions:  Good news bad news!  As I shared in 
past letters, the alphabet of government watch dogs and 
controlling entities has us up against a wall with locations for an 
additional evaporation pond.  We selected a location we felt 
would be less costly than other locations.  We felt smart money 
was to build a pond close to or next to the current ponds since we 
already have the infrastructure needed.  We have been working 
with the developer on a deal and things were moving forward. 
 
I shared before that the location is in a flood-plain and the rules 
are a lot more expensive to work around.  So we had our 
engineering firm work up a plan to see if we could use the 
location and how much the cost would be.  On top of all our 
government fees, special requirements and needs, we could use 
that area for about $1.5 million.  We do have some capital money 
to work with, and we can probably get matching grant money for a 
portion of the cost, but we would still be about $750,000 short.   
 
So what’s our next move?  Our engineer tells us there is no way 
out, we will need an additional evaporation pond.  We discussed 
looking at a couple different options.  The first is a new location, 
possibly on the old sod farm just west of our water treatment 
facility in Box Elder Creek Ranch.  We would need at least 8 
acres to build a pond the size we need.  Our next question is 
should we look at purchasing additional land for future growth.  If 
we bought land in a 35 acre parcel, then we wouldn’t have to 
subdivide the area, adding to cost.  Lots of considerations before 
we move forward on this option. 
 
A second option proposed was to not process our water through 
the RO system during the summer months.  Since our 
evaporation ponds currently in use do not evaporate our brine as 
fast as we can produce it, in the summer we would resort to filter 
and chemical treatment methods that we did before we used the 
RO facility.  This option is one we can do without additional cost 
to us the homeowners.  It does not however solve our problem of 
evaporation and does mean that our water quality would 
change some.  Would most of us be able to see or taste 
the difference, my guess is probably not.  But this still 
doesn’t address the need of an additional pond. 
 
A couple of other items were kicked around for discussion; a fee 
for the high end users to pay that would be used to pay for the 
additional cost.  This still doesn’t address the issue of what to do 



with the extra brine that is created during those high use months 
or the need for the additional pond. 
 
The last thing we talked about was the possibility of installing non-
potable water for irrigation use in both Rocking Horse Farms and 
Great Rock North.  Although this could be an option, most of the 
Board felt this was likely the most expensive solution. 

 
Exciting News! Last month I wrote about this great new way 
to pay your water bill.  What I was negligent in sharing was that 
this was a service provided by the State of Colorado, and that 
they charged 2.5% of the bill as their fee.  So we discussed 
options, how can we pay our bills?  The following is a five point 
description of ways we can accomplish this. 
 
Customers have the following options to make payments: 

 -mail a check or money order 

-enroll in auto-pay - this option will automatically debit funds 
(the amount due for that month) from a checking account on 
the due date.  Application can be requested by calling the 
Utility Billing Department at 303-987-0835or via email 
at ljohnson@sdmsi.com.  This bill pay option is initiated by 
the District.  Once enrolled, the customer will continue to 
receive a monthly bill indicating the amount that will be 
debited on the due date.  

-enroll in bill pay with your bank (typically this service is free 
to the customer of the bank).  This bill pay option is initiated 
by the customer each month and should be completed well in 
advance of the due date. 

- pay portal – this is an online service in which a  

customer can initiate a payment via electronic check ($1 fee) 
or via credit card (fee = 2.25% of the total amount paid).  This 
option is initiated as a same day payment and can be made 
on the due date if a customer chooses without incurring a 
late fee. 

-walk-in payment – customers can drop payments off at the 
District’s offices at 141 Union Blvd., Ste. 150 in Lakewood. 

 
Communication:  Finally, word that the State has made 
some progress on our website server.  Lisa and her staff at 
SDMS are currently working on their portion of the website design 
so when the State does solve the server issues, we will be ready! 
 
As a reminder, you can join us on Facebook by searching for 
Greatrock North Water and Sanitation District and “Like” our 
page.  For Twitter, search for the name of the District as well, we 
show up as @Greatrock_North and you can follow us there.  We 
will use these sites to post meetings, neighborhood events and 
water outages.   

 
The Board continues to monitor water quality, so if you feel your 
quality is not what it should be, let us know.  We can’t fix it if we 
don’t know there’s a problem.  You can reach Wayne, Jeff or one 
of the team at 303-833-5505 or drop me a line at my email. 

 
Expenses:  Each month the District has to pay the bills, our 
expenses.  We all know that water comes at some cost.  Since 
each month’s expenses are different, I thought I would share 

each month just how much we as a District pay to keep us all in 
water, the bottom line. 

 
 
 
General Fund                $  41,366.56 
Debt Service Fund              $       220.00    
Capital Projects Fund         $   16,640.50 
Total Claims:                 $   58,227.0 
 

At our April meeting, Erik Hansen, Adams County Commissioner 
discussed his vision for growth and planning within the County.  
Some of the topics he highlighted in conversation were the growth 
of two additional Commissioners in 2015.  He told us that the 
current Board was working on the boundaries required for this 
new change.  He also discussed the issues with Denver and the 
deals that were brokered 25 years ago.  It seems that Denver is 
attempting to back out of financial obligations.  He also shared 
with us that they are developing a new citizens task force made 
up of people from both unincorporated and incorporated 
communities of Adams County.  You can learn more about this at 
http://www.adcogov.org/stormwater.  From my understanding, this 
group will work through the Storm Water Utility Fees issues. 
 
The Board used this as an opportunity to begin a working 
relationship with the Commissioner’s office.  We realize growth is 
imminent.  It’s going to happen with or without us.  We would like 
to take an active role in this growth to protect the water rights we 
have and to ensure future developments have a community 
presence. 
 
Community Comments:  I have been fielding a lot of 
emails about the storm water issues.  The following are websites 
and links you can check out if you want to learn more or become 
active in addressing this fee. 

 
http://spotlightoncorruption.wordpress.com/2013/03/31/contro
versy-brews-a-storm-in-adams-county-stormwaterutility/ 
 
www.StopStormwaterUtility.com  
 
http://www.adcogov.org/stormwater 

 
Remember, if you have any questions, concerns or comments, 
just drop me a line at my email! Our next Board meeting will be on 
May 7th at the United Power Building.  One thing to note is the 
door locks at 5:30pm.  If you drop by after 5:30pm, to the right of 
the doors are some windows.  We keep the blinds open and try 
and keep an eye out for those who are a little late in arrival.  Hope 
to see you all at our next meeting!!  
 
Be safe, have fun and enjoy life!   
 
Regards to all, 
 

Terry Krayenhagen, President                       
 terry.krayenhagen@gmail.com  


