
Appropriate Testing for Children with 
Pharyngitis 

 

Definition 

The percentage of children 3–18 years of age who were diagnosed with 
pharyngitis, dispensed an antibiotic and received a group A streptococcus 
(strep) test for the episode. A higher rate represents better performance 
(i.e., appropriate testing). 
 

Numerator 

A group A streptococcus test in the seven-day period from three days prior 
to the IESD through three days after the IESD 
 

Numerator Codes 
 

Group A Streptococcus Tests 
CPT 87070, 87071, 87081, 87430, 87650, 87651, 87652, 87880 

LOINC 11268-0, 17656-0, 18481-2, 31971-5, 49610-9, 5036-9, 
60489-2, 626-2, 6556-5, 6557-3, 6558-1, 6559-9, 68954-7, 
78012-2 

 

Denominator 

3 years as of July 1 of the year prior to the measurement year to 18 years 
as of June 30 of the measurement year. 
 

Denominator Codes 

Visit Type With Pharyngitis 
Diagnosis 

ONE ED Visit 
CPT: 99281, 99282, 99283, 99284, 99285 
UBREV: 0450, 0451, 0452, 0456, 0459, 0981 

J02.0, J02.8, 
J02.9, J03.00, 
J03.01, J03.80, 
J03.81, J03.90, 
J03.91 

ONE Outpatient Visit 
CPT: 99201-99205, 99211-99215, 99241-99245, 
99341-99345, 99347-99350, 99381-99387, 99391-
99397, 99401-99404, 99411, 99412, 99420, 99429, 
99455, 99456 
UBREV: 0510, 0511, 0512, 0513, 0514, 0515, 0516, 
0517, 0519, 0520, 0521, 0522, 0523, 0526, 0527, 
0528, 0529, 0982, 0983 

FOUR Observation Visits 
99217, 99218, 99219, 99220 



Appropriate Testing for Children with 
Pharyngitis 

 

Denominator Exclusions 

Exclude claims/encounters with more than one diagnosis and ED visits or 
observation visits that result in an inpatient stay. An ED visit or observation 
visit results in an inpatient stay when the ED/observation date of service 
and the admission date for the inpatient stay are one calendar day apart or 
less. 
 

Inpatient Stay (UBREV) 0100, 0101, 0110, 0111, 0112, 
0113, 0114, 0116, 0117, 0118, 
0119, 0120, 0121, 0122, 0123, 
0124, 0126, 0127, 0128, 0129, 
0130, 0131, 0132, 0133, 0134, 
0136, 0137, 0138, 0139, 0140, 
0141, 0142, 0143, 0144, 0146, 
0147, 0148, 0149, 0150, 0152, 
0152, 0153, 0154, 1056, 0157, 
0158, 0159, 0160, 0164, 0167, 
0169, 0170, 0171, 0172, 0173, 
0174, 0179, 0190, 0191, 0192, 
0193, 0194, 0199, 0200, 0201, 
0202, 0203, 0204, 0206, 0207, 
0208, 0209, 0210, 0211, 0212, 
0213, 0214, 0219, 1000, 1001, 
1002 

 
 

Measure Steward 

NCQA 


