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What natural resource problem(s) did the project address?


The Agate Conservation District supports both crop and range production in Elbert county. Agricultural producers within the district have shown considerable willingness to invest in protection of natural resources. In 2008 the district received requests for $53,500 in cost share to install conservation practices by landowners and $25,000 was distributed as 37% of cost-share for such installations. 


Through a local Resource Group, soil erosion and grassland health have been identified as priority conservation issues for the district. The district elected to address these issues through a landowner cost-share program funded through the CSCB Matching Grants Program. The two objectives’ were 1) reduce soil and water erosion on lands within the district and 2) enhance rangeland productivity and wildlife habitats.








Colorado State Conservation Board 2009Matching Grants Project:


Agate Conservation District: Landowner Cost Share Program





What was achieved?





6,230 acres of rangeland benefitted form installed conservation practices


10.5 tons of soil erosion per year saved


8 livestock water tanks and 3,120 feet of pipeline installed to optimize livestock grazing patterns for rangeland health, benefitting livestock and wildlife.


8,458 feet of fencing installed to control livestock grazing and prevent over or under grazing of areas


3,721 feet of tree windbreak installed to prevent soil erosion and provide livestock and wildlife shelter.


0.5 acres of Canada thistle noxious weed treated.


Landowners provided 57% match for conservation practices.


18 applications received and 11 projects funded











Access to water affects cattle grazing patterns and if water is scarce, overgrazing of some areas and undergrazing of others degrades range condition. Strategic installation of water tanks help with optimizing grazing management for the benefit of rangeland health and productivity. Tin tanks rust and leakage becomes a problem (above left) - tanks made out of recycled large tires or fiberglass can be expected to last longer (middle and right picture).








