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Background 

• In 1996 Routt County received a delegation of 
authority to administer open burn permits. 

• From that time Open Burn permits have been issued 
by Environmental Health for air quality, and a second 
permit was issued by the local Fire Department to 
address fire safety issues.  

• In 2011 a new permit process was established 
between RCDEH and each Fire District of Routt 
County to required only one inspection that covers 
both fire safety and smoke issues.  

 

 



Changes 

• This year, Steamboat Fire Protection District created 
a Burn Season, allowing open burning only from 
November 1st- April 15th with the requirement of a 
minimum of 6 inches of snow on the ground. 

• Steamboat FPD would longer be issuing smoke 
permits. 

• Routt County Department of Environmental Health 
now tasked with Smoke Permitting for Open Burning.  

• Other Fire Protection Districts in Routt County are 
still following the previous model for Open Burning. 



New Application 



Inspections 

• Applicants are asked to submit pictures for 
single piles. 

• On-site inspections are conducted for 
applications with multiple piles, when no 
picture is submitted, or if the picture does not 
show a clear representation of the pile. 

 



Permitted Pile 



Picture is not exactly worth a thousand words 

This picture was submitted with an application request for burning 1 pile.  

Pile looks bigger than 10’ x 10’ as stated on permit. I decided to do an on-
site inspection of the purposed pile. 

 

Proposed burned pile at Steamboat Sand and Gravel-.pptx
Proposed burned pile at Steamboat Sand and Gravel-.pptx


Proposed burned pile- Picture submitted with permit by 
applicant 



Erosion control blankets- full of sediment, dirt 



Large stumps in the pile-roots full of dirt 



Numerous logs larger than 12” diameter– may be considered for 
firewood 

 



Green needles, pallets, stumps, numerous logs greater than 12” 
diameter. 



Treated lumber. Construction trash 



Inspecting purposed burn piles 
that are covered with snow 



Daily Smoke Dispersal Rating 
http://www.crh.noaa.gov/bou/?n=neco_firedss 

http://www.crh.noaa.gov/bou/?n=neco_firedss


Challenges 
• Steamboat Fire Protection District’s Open 

Burn Season 
– November 1st – April 15th: WINTER! 

– Good for fire prevention. Bad for Smoke Dispersal 



Challenges 

• Communication 

– Fire Dispatch was not referring burn notification 
calls to get permitted 

• A lot of unpermitted burning! 

– Poor, Fair, Good or Excellent Burn Days 

•  Announcing smoke dispersal rating on website 

•  Showing applicants how to use NWS website 

 

 

 



Challenges 

• Frequent inspections of piles that did not 
meet the requirements, e.g., piles with 
stumps, dimensional lumber, larger than the 
maximum size. Why? 

– Piles constructed before contacting RCDEH 

– Permit does not specify all restrictions 

– No written information on pile requirements 

 



New Brochure 



Work to Do! 

• Permit Fee? Inspecting takes a lot of time! 

• New application, more direction, less wasted 
time. 

• Smoke dispersal rating- easier to use on 
website, better communication 

• Collaborating with Steamboat Fire Protection 
and dispatch 

 


