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Source of Metrics: AHA 2014 State Survey Data; based on visits/days per 1,000 population and CMS  State 
Expenditure Data, 2009. 

Colorado spends less per capita  
on health care than  

the U.S. average  
or comparable states.   

Here are a few reasons why --  



Source: CHA Discharge Data (1995 – 2015) 



The Impact of Cost Shift on Private Insurance 

 Private insurance paid $1.59 for each 
$1.00 of cost for services provided.  
The additional 59 cents is for: 
◦ 7 cents to hospital margin  
◦ 11 cents to margin shift from other 

payers 
◦ 41 cents to cost shift from 

reimbursement of other payers 
 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



Impact of Uncompensated Care on Insurance 
 The Cost to provide charity care was approximately  $320 million in 2014; or $380 
million lower than 2013 
◦ 2014 statewide charity care cost was 2.5% of net patient revenue  

 

 The undercompensated cost of care was approximately $1.9 billion in 2014; or $68 
million more than 2014 

 

 Change in Uncompensated Care   ($380 million) 

 Change in Undercompensated Care                                $  68 million 

 Over all change in Unreimbursed care               ($328 million) 

 Change as percent of Net patient Revenue       (2.4%) 



Colorado Premium Trends 2015 & 2016 
 Premiums on Colorado exchange have many drivers 
 Change in utilization, change in actuarial forecasts, changes in cost shift (provider and 

insurance), change in costs, and more 
  Individual Small Group 

Rating Area Description 2015 2016 2015 2016 

Rating Area 1 (Boulder) 0.4% 5.8% 2.6% 2.5% 

Rating Area 2 (Colo. Springs) -0.2% 10.0% 1.3% 5.8% 

Rating Area 3 (Denver) 0.8% 6.2% 2.8% 3.1% 

Rating Area 4 (Fort Collins) 5.3% 10.0% 3.2% 4.6% 

Rating Area 5 (Gr. Junction) -3.6% 9.4% -0.4% 3.8% 

Rating Area 6 (Greeley) 4.6% 9.1% 3.3% 2.8% 

Rating Area 7 (Pueblo) -4.9% 6.2% 0.3% 2.1% 

Rating Area 8 (East) 5.0% 9.0% 5.7% 3.7% 

Rating Area 9 (West) -7.4% 25.8% 1.1% -0.8% 

Source: Division of Insurance:  Colorado Total Health Cost and Geographic Areas 2016 Study 
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