














 
 
September 4, 2014 

 
Kathleen S. Snow, M.P.A. 
Office of Community Living, Supportive Living Options 
Department of Health Care Policy & Financing 
1570 Grant Street 
Denver, Colorado 80203 
 
Dear Ms. Snow: 
 
I am writing this letter in support of the proposal by ManorCare Health Services, LLC to construct and 
operate ManorCare Health Services-Lakewood, a 120-bed nursing facility to be located in the Lakewood 
area of Jefferson County.  I also wrote in support of this new facility in December 2013, and want to take 
this opportunity during the public comment period to once again express my support for this needed new 
post-acute facility. As I wrote in December, I believe the requested Medicaid beds are vital to ensure 
access for all patients who require post-acute rehab services, to assist them to return to the community at 
their highest possible functioning level. I am familiar with ManorCare’s new post-acute model of care, 
including their strong patient outcomes and success in achieving low hospital readmission rates. I believe 
the provision of this post-acute model of care, in a Medicaid-certified nursing facility, would be a 
tremendous asset to our community and would support our goals to assist seniors to remain independent 
in the community.  

Through my work with Jewish Family Services’ Colorado Senior Connections in Edgewater, Wheat 
Ridge and surrounding communities, I am very familiar with the needs of seniors in these communities.  
In fact, JFS also has a grant to develop the Senior Connections Program in Wheat Ridge  in response to 
the needs for Wheat Ridge seniors that we identified through our work in the Edgewater community. A 
key goal of our Senior Connections program is to assist seniors in these communities to remain 
independent in the community, through coordination of health and community services, case 
management, education, and civic engagement. We have discussed how ManorCare and JFS could work 
together to support these needs and to assist seniors to remain independent in their communities, and look 
forward to the opportunity to do so when MCHS-Lakewood opens in our community. 

There is a tremendous need for this new facility in Lakewood, as it will expand availability and 
accessibility to quality Medicaid-certified post-acute nursing facility services. The development of this 
facility is also supported by other need factors, including elderly population increases, and the need to 
provide quality services to patients discharged from the hospital who require intensive rehab prior to 
successfully returning to their homes.  I believe that MCHS-Lakewood would serve an important role in 
Lakewood as well in surrounding communities by working with our case management team to ensure that 
seniors who require post-acute nursing care, can transition successfully back to the community upon 
discharge. In the case of those seniors who require longer post-acute stays, the availability of MCHS-
Lakewood right in our community will enable seniors to maintain their community connections and 
support networks. 
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I urge you to approve a new Medicaid Provider Agreement for ManorCare Health Services-Lakewood, as 
it would be a tremendous asset to our community. We look forward to working with MCHS-Lakewood 
once it opens to ensure that the full continuum of healthcare is available for Lakewood area seniors. If 
you have further questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

 

Sincerely,  

 
Cathy Grimm, LCSW 
JFS Senior Solutions 
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