
1.  D4342 
  
 Eliminate allowing 4 quadrants of scaling & root planing in a single visit. 
 
 Substitute: A maximum of two quadrants of scaling and root planing can be 
completed in a single visit.  If four quadrants are required the D4342 code must be 
applied on two separate dates to be reimbursed. 
 
 Rationale:  Scaling and root planing can be a very stressful procedure for 
patients of any age.  Most often requires use of multi injections and post-operative 
discomfort may be severe and limit a patient’s ability to eat comfortably for days.   I 
also question by what criteria a practitioner can evaluate an “individual’s ability to 
withstand extended treatment time” and their post-operative condition. 
 
2.  D5130, D5140, D5221, D5222 
 
 Allow Resin-based partial dentures to be considered for replacement after 3 
years rather than 5. 
 
 Rationale:  Resin-based partials are significantly more susceptible to fracture 
and/or failure than cast base partials.  They are retained with wire clasps rather 
than cast clasps and there is no underlying metal  framework to reinforce the 
denture base .  Under functional chewing stress the acrylic base and wire clasps  
used to retain weaken over time and therefore make them  more likely to  have a 
functional life expectancy of  three rather than five years  
 
3.  D5213, D5214 
 
 Amend the guidelines to require a healing period of at least four weeks after 
any extractions of three or more posterior molar teeth are to be performed before a 
cast  metal framework is made for an appliance. 
   
 Rationale:  Soft and hard tissue healing after extractions may be significant  
in highly compromised oral environments (periodontal disease, systemic 
conditions).   After four weeks  the swelling and bony recontouring has often 
resolved to the point when a rigid framework will fit properly in the mouth.  Prior to 
this time a framework that is made only approximates the final hard and soft tissue  
contours and there is a high likelihood that the framework will not fit properly or 
require multiple adjustments to achieve patient comfort. 
 
Note:  I recommend the guideline specify three or more posterior molar teeth to be 
extracted.  If bicuspids or anterior teeth are the only ones requiring extraction 
fabrication of the cast base partial framework would fit the current guidelines. 
 


