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Windbreak

Agate  
Conservation District 

Rangeland Management

Wind and water erosion projects:  

Windbreak; living snow fence with 
partnership from Elbert County Road 
and Bridge; two sediment basin/erosion 
control dams.

All benefiting 1,615 acres and providing 
public safety by protecting county 
roads. 

Rangeland health projects: 

Two pipelines, one livestock tank repair, 
one new livestock tank, two livestock 
wells, two solar pumping systems, and 
one electric pumping system.  

Total Project Cost - $64,001 
Matching Grant Funds - $25,000 
Match Contribution - $39,001

A cost-share program to install conservation practices promoting 
improvements in uniform grazing and also providing adequate 
water to utilize rangeland for grazing. 

Applications were ranked to determine funding approval based 
on acres benefited, first time cost-share funding, what type of 
conservation practices being applied, etc. 
 
Partners assisting in the grant were the landowners who provided 
up to 67% match. Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS) also provided in-kind match for technical assistance to 
landowners for needs on feasibility determinations, planning and 
design, completion check-out ensuring conservation practices 
were completed to NRCS technical standards and specifications, 
vehicle use for site   visits, office supplies and office equipment, 
and design  staking supplies. $
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New fiberglass stock tank

Branson-Trinchera  
Conservation District 

Rangeland Management

Landowners installed 2.7 miles of 
barbed wire fence to replace fences that 
were old and in poor condition, which 
helps establish more uniform grazing. 

Three solar pumps were installed, 
boosting the availability of                             
clean water, to replace windmills that 
either were not working or were not 
reliable.  

8,660 feet of water line were installed, 
along with four fiberglass tanks. 

These conservation projects affect 
11,701 acres.

Total Project Cost - $73,585 
Matching Grant Funds - $25,000 
Match Contribution - $48,585

The Branson-Trinchera Conservation District (B-TCD) implemented 
a range of conservation activities designed to enhance agricultural 
sustainability throughout the district. Specifically, the Range 
Management Cost-Share Program addressed issues regarding 
rangeland health, domestic and wildlife animal health, plant 
health, and plant diversity. 

While the actual number of landowners remains relatively 
small as compared to other districts (about 90), nearly all B-TCD 
district landowners possess larger rangeland tracts and have 
demonstrated their ongoing commitment to conservation 
practices. Letters were mailed directly to all landowners and 
follow-up phone calls were made by members of the Conservation 
District board.  NRCS employees, our district manager, and 
District Conservation Technician (DCT) compiled information and 
the necessary maps to complete the sign-up. 

Nearly half of the B-TCD landowners submitted 
applications (44) of which only 14 could be 
funded. 

$
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Windbreak

Burlington Conservation 
District Wind/Water 

Erosion Control

These projects directly address the 
BCD’s Long Range Plan activities.

Approximately 15 acres of new and 
renovated windbreaks, one solar pump, 
and one tank insulation was installed. 
Landowners were able to use both 
weed barrier and drip irrigation to   
establish better windbreaks.

Supporting this grant project were 
a team of experts from the NRCS, 
Colorado State Forest Services, the 
Division of Wildlife, CSU Extension 
Service, and Pheasants Forever. 

 

Total Project Cost - $54,739 
Matching Grant Funds - $25,000 
Match Contribution - $29,739$

The Burlington Conservation District (BCD) implemented 
conservation practices projects providing a cost share to small 
acreage landowners who may or may not be eligible for EQIP 
assistance, to plant new and/or renovate existing windbreaks, to 
plant cover crop multi-mixes along with tank insulation projects. 
The benefits from this project include improved soil and water 
erosion and improved wildlife habitat.

The District developed ranking criteria for applications based 
on EQIP rankings for windbreaks and tanks. The BCD Board of 
Supervisors reviewed each request and cost share for trees, 
mulch, tanks and drip supplies
.  
The Board of Supervisors donated approximately 213 hours of 
in-kind service, non-governmental partners provided materials 
match of more than $12,000 and donated in-kind match for 
necessary equipment and equipment storage.  Twelve of the 
nineteen (63%)applications were funded. 
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Attendees at the fifth annual Small Acreage Landowners Expo

Center Conservation District 
Small Acreage Expot

Twelve booths were set up and offered 
a speaking presentation each hour. Each 
booth provided information on issues 
pertaining to:

• water
• livestock and range
• soil health
• noxious weeds
• small acreage landowners

Speakers were from the Division of 
Water Resources; Colorado State 
Conservation Board; Division of Wildlife 
and Colorado State University, San Luis 
Valley Extension Service. 

Seventy-eight people attended. Center 
Conservation District will be looking for 
ways to increase participation next year. 

Total Project Cost - $14,581 
Matching Grant Funds - $4,162 
Match Contribution - $10,419

$

Center Conservation District has hosted the Small Acreage Landowners 
Expo for five years.  The goal for this event is to provide information and 
assistance to a group of landowners who do not fit into the traditional 
“Ag Landowner” but still have some of the same problems of a larger 
acreage landowner. Natural Resource issues included:  water quality/
quantity; livestock/range management; soil health; noxious weeds and 
small acreage issues.

Topics included fencing, wildlife, fire mitigation, noxious weeds, livestock 
management, gardening, composting and tree sales.  Saguache County 
and CSCB provided grant funding and Rio Grande CD assisted with the 
costs of the district manager time and RGWCEI provided labor for the 
event.  

Our other partner’s that gave their time to prepare a display for their 
booth and have representatives at the booth to provide handouts and 
answer questions included: Natural Resource Conservation Services; 
Mosca-Hooper Conservation District; Colorado Division of Water 
Resources; San Luis Valley Noxious Weed Assn.; Saguache 
County Land Use Department; Colorado State Forest 
Service; Colorado State Conservation Board; 
and US Division of Wildlife. 
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Arkansas #5 after project completion: diversion box installed

Debeque/Plateau Valley 
Conservation District Water 

Control/Efficiency

The District assisted 13 of 40 
targeted landowners with irrigation 
improvement projects, with a waiting 
list for assistance in implementing 
water efficiency projects. The District 
anticipates at least another 20 
landowners to apply in 2015.

More than 7,000 feet of gated pipe 
and four diversion boxes were installed 
increasing efficiency by 60-65% over 
flood irrigation.

Irrigation control structures and systems 
helped deliver water to and facilitate 
management on approximately 800 
acres in the Plateau Valley with reduced 
erosion equal to approximately eight 
tons of soil saved. 

Total Project Cost - $65,475 
Matching Grant Funds - $25,000 
Match Contribution - $40,475$

The DeBeque/Plateau Valley Conservation District chose to focus 
on water irrigation efficiency and water quality sedimentation. 
The project goals were water savings and quality improvement as 
drought continues, erosion reduction, reduced downstream salt 
loading and to teach improved water management in as many 
locations as possible. 

Project solicitation efforts reached an estimated 430 people 
directly and another 600 indirectly. Each application was ranked 
on a uniform set of criteria by the Board. The criteria included 
the number of our objectives achieved, the overall percentages 
of efficiency gained as well as the number of individuals that will 
be impacted. 

Overall operation and maintenance of irrigation control structures 
and systems will be monitored by District and NRCS personnel. 
Information will be provided to landowners on proper 
operation and maintenance of structures and systems 
including the use of measuring devices. 
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Livestock well with solar pump

Double El  
Conservation District  

Rangeland Management

Projects installed to NRCS technical 
standards and specifications were:

• Two livestock wells
• Four solar pumping systems
• One livestock tank

The projects benefitted a total of 2,880 
acres, with approximately saving six 
tons of soil erosion.

Total Project Cost - $32,666 
Matching Grant Funds - $12,000 
Match Contribution - $20,666

$

Double El CD assisted landowners with cost share reimbursements 
to install conservation practices that would improve rangeland 
health and management.  The practices promoted ability to improve 
uniform grazing and provide adequate water to utilize rangeland for 
grazing. 

The cost share program was widely advertised to the public along 
with one-on-one contacts with landowners by district staff, district 
board members, NRCS and participating landowner’s referrals. Six 
of eleven (55%) applications were approved.

Partners assisting in the matching grants program were landowners 
who provided up to 59% cash match and the NRCS, who provided 
office equipment and supplies, and vehicle use for site visits, 
along with technical assistance at no cost to landowners or the 
conservation district. Double El CD provided in kind match for grant 
administration by district manager for grant administration, reports 
and publicizing grant program and accomplishments and board 
members donated hours for cost share application 
review, ranking, approvals and payment 
approvals.
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Living Snow Fences

Double El  
Conservation District  

Soil Erosion Mitigation

Eleven windbreaks were installed for a 
total of 10,993 feet saving potentially 
eleven tons of soil erosion.

Six living snow fence projects totaling 
12,429 feet were installed, protecting 
6,214 feet of county roads. Maintenance 
savings to taxpayers totaled up 
to $1,200 per storm. Homestead 
protection energy saving from 10-40% 
on heat and air conditioning. 

Partners included El Paso and Elbert 
Counties and the NRCS.

The installed projects also provided 
income for Double El by sale of trees 
and survival accessories (weed barrier 
fabric, drip irrigation systems and 
polymer) for all projects. 

Total Project Cost - $46,007 
Matching Grant Funds - $10,000 
Match Contribution - $36,007

+
$

Double El CD (DECD) provided assistance to landowners to install 
windbreaks. DECD also partnered with the local counties to help 
with cost share reimbursement for living snow fences that lessen 
wind erosion and improve public safety. Living snow fences provide 
decreased blowing and drifting snow along county roads resulting in 
snow removal maintenance savings. 

The cost share program was widely announced along with one-
on–one contact with landowners by District Staff, District board 
members, NRCS and participating landowner’s referrals. Applications 
were ranked to determine length/size of windbreaks, amount of cost 
share requests, first time funding request, proximity to homestead 
or barns, etc. Seventeen of the twenty-five (68%) applications were 
funded.

NRCS provided in kind match for technical assistance to landowners for 
needs and feasibility determinations, planning and design, completion 
project check-out to determine practices were completed and 
met NRCS standards and specifications. The public was 
informed of these grant program accomplishments 
by a power point presentation at the DECD 
Annual Meeting.  
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Residential Project

Douglas County  
Conservation District  
Rainwater Harvesting

Five landowners installed rainwater 
harvesting system with a total holding 
capacity of 20,745 gallons.

The District also partnered with 
the Colorado Department of Water 
Resources for information on SB09-080 
and for the collection permits. NRCS 
contributed in-kind match through 
materials and time spent verifying the 
conservation practices.

The District will continue to offer 
rainwater harvesting to eligible 
landowners in 2015.

Total Project Cost - $29,197 
Matching Grant Funds - $7,000 
Match Contribution - $22,197

+
$

The Douglas County Conservation District (DCCD) helped landowners 
address water retention and erosion problems by installing rain 
harvesting systems. Water must be truck delivered in parts of 
Douglas County. 

Applicants had to submit a “Rooftop Precipitation Collection Permit” 
with the state, including a layout of the system to be installed. 
Senate Bill 09-080, passed in the 2009 legislative session, now 
allows for limited collection and use of precipitation for landowners 
under certain circumstances. Through this program, DCCD was able 
to assist five landowners (71% of applicants) in harvesting rainwater, 
resulting in slowing rooftop runoff and lessening the negative impact 
on water quality in water ways.

The rough rule of thumb for calculating rainfall runoff volume is 600 
gallons of water per inch of rain on a 1,000 square-foot catchment 
surface. Of the projects approved, the five landowners could collect 
an average of 119,329 gallons of precipitation per year. This 
will continue to have a significant impact on water 
resources, reducing the demand for ground 
water.
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Stock Tank Improvements

Flagler 
Conservation District  

Soil Health/Conservation

Projects completed include:

• Two miles of windbreaks
• 5000 feet of terraces
• Four miles of pipeline 
• Three new tanks 

Total Project Cost - $59,305 
Matching Grant Funds - $24,624 
Match Contribution - $34,681$

The Flagler Conservation District (FCD) supported cost-share 
applications for cover crops/terracing, pipelines, tanks, new 
windbreaks and cross fencing. 

The district offered the cost-share on a first come, first serve 
basis with the understanding if extra money was available there 
would be a possibility for more funding. The board agreed on a 
set amount of money for each applicant based on the applications 
and funding available. Ten of fifteen (67%) applications were 
approved for funding.

The FCD and NRCS worked very closely together to ensure that all 
projects met NRSC technical standards and specifications. Both 
FCD and NRCS contributed with in-kind matches.

The FCD has plans to continue to promote soil health and 
renovating older wind breaks along with the building of new 
windbreaks. Pipelines and tanks are always a needed 
factor to promote healthy and effective grazing 
along with their rotations.  
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Pond fenced - accessible to sage-grouse and safer for them to attain water

Gunnison Conservation  
District Sagebrush Habitat

Projects improving sagebrush and 
riparian habitats within the range of                        
Gunnison Sage-grouse and affecting 
approximately 2,252 acres:

• Fencing around a pond that was in 
danger of being lost to cattle activity

• Improving a spring development to 
re-wet a riparian area

• Installing water control structures in 
an area used as wildlife habitat

• Seeding forbs along the transition 
zone between a wet meadow and 
sagebrush

• Building a snow fence and seeding 
native forbs, grasses, and sagebrush 
in a degraded sagebrush site to 
restore the site

Total Project Cost - $58,768 
Matching Grant Funds - $15,000 
Match Contribution - $43,768

$

The Gunnison Basin is home to the Gunnison Sage-grouse. Past 
management practices, drought, and a lack of historic fire return 
intervals in sagebrush has degraded habitat for Gunnison Sage-
grouse and sagebrush obligates in the Gunnison Basin.  For these 
reasons, sagebrush habitat restoration projects are increasingly 
important in the area. 

Applications were reviewed and ranked by the Gunnison 
Conservation District Board of Supervisors. Five applications 
(100% of those that applied) were approved and funded.

Highest ranked properties were those properties within 2 miles 
of a lek (breeding ground) and contained both nesting and brood 
rearing habitat.  

Second ranked properties were those properties within 2 miles 
of a lek and contains suitable Gunnison Sage-grouse habitat. 
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Property After Grading & Re-seeding

Kiowa  
Conservation District  

Weed/Land Managment

The completed projects impacted more 
than 14,900 acres. 

Invasive weed mitigation was done on 
2210 acres which will control future 
growth of these weeds.

A windbreak of 1764 feet was planted to 
help control soil erosion and provide a 
habitat for local wildlife. 

KCD plans to monitor the progress of 
the conservation practices installed 
for a period of two years. An annual 
status review with the landowners will 
be done to ensure they are continuing 
with the conservation plan and properly 
maintaining applied practices.

Total Project Cost - $48,077 
Matching Grant Funds - $21,964 
Match Contribution - $26,113$

The Kiowa Conservation District (KCD) focused on two major areas 
for the 2014 Land Management Project. The first was noxious weed 
control due to the fact that Elbert County has no weed control unit. 
The other issue was erosion control. 

Applications were reviewed by the board using the district’s 
criteria, and approved applicants met with NRCS staff to establish a 
conservation plan. Twelve of the fourteen applicants (86%) completed 
projects.

Noxious weed assistance focused on controlled species which 
included: leafy spurge; Russian olive; diffuse knapweed; tallow 
toadflax; Canada thistle; musk thistle; and common mullein. 

Land management projects included terracing, building windbreaks, 
and re-seeding of critical areas.

KCD partnered with the Franktown NRCS for technical assistance 
in the design and layout of projects according to NRCS 
standards and specifications. NRCS also provided 
technical assistance in evaluating and 
certifying completed projects.
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1st Grade Water Lesson

Mancos 
Conservation District  

School to Farm Project

1500 students ranging from Pre-K to 
12th grade in 3 school districts received 
more than 14,700 hours of education.

604 Montezuma County students 
attended farm field trips. 135 students 
attended Summer Farm Camps.  

Evaluations showed that at least 
80% of students tested showed an 
understanding of the agricultural 
practices being taught.  The majority of 
students could successfully explain and 
show techniques and concepts learned 
such as how drip irrigation works or 
the reason for drought-resilient seed 
varieties.  

This collaborative development allowed 
MSTFP access to a consistent pool of 
100+ students 5 days a week for 5 hours 
a week.  

Total Project Cost - $96,878 
Matching Grant Funds - $40,000 
Match Contribution - $56,878

$

The Mancos Conservation District, in partnership with the Dolores  
Conservation District, is involved with the Montezuma School to 
Farm Project (MSTFP). This year, they looked at three distinct areas: 
1.  Responsible and sustainable water conservation through drought 
education; 2. Responsible and sustainable soil conservation; 3. 
Sustainable agricultural concerns.

MSTFP designed their programs to address the issues above through 
coordinating and facilitating weekly school garden experiential 
education programs in three school districts in Montezuma County. 
They also held farm field trips and summer farm camps whose 
curricula focused on effective drought, water/soil conservation and 
sustainable agricultural education methods. 

MSTFP implemented this design by placing a paid School Garden 
Coordinator at each school that was paired with an MSTFP AmeriCorps 
member.  Students worked with and received drought resilient seed 
varieties to take home, grew transplants to plant, sell and take 
home to their gardens, learned how to assemble and install 
different irrigation (drip tape, piping, sprinkler, etc.) 
and harvested and consumed the literal 
fruits of their labor. 
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Drainage Improvements

Middle Park Conservation 
District Irrigation Water 

Efficiency

Eleven water control structures were 
installed.

Total acreage benefitting from the 
projects is 1037, much higher than the 
initial estimate of 300 acres. 

MPCD anticipates a 5% increase in 
irrigation efficiency.

Total Project Cost - $59,000 
Matching Grant Funds - $24,553 
Match Contribution - $34,447

+
$

The Middle Park Conservation District’s (MPCD) goal was 
to improve irrigation water efficiency while increasing hay 
production and controlling soil erosion. Ideally, landowners would 
install irrigation water control structures including underground 
pipelines, gated pipe, irrigation diversions, flumes, and check and 
turnout pipes and structures.

The MPCD board reviewed and approved fourteen of twenty-one 
(67%) applications. Landowners were required to have all projects 
initiated under the guidance of the NRCS District Conservationist. 
Eleven projects were completed (79%).

The projects were completed after the end of haying season, so 
monitoring for efficiencies will continue over the next several 
years. They irrigation-induced soil erosion on these projects is 
anticipated to be reduced to near zero.

MPCD plans to continue the irrigation Cost Share 
Program for 2015 and may extend it to 2016 
if needed. 
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Drought Mitigation Project

Northeast Prowers  
Conservation District  

Rangeland Management

Projects installed to NRCS technical 
standards and specifications were:

• 19,753 feet, or 3 3/4 miles of fencing
• One livestock well 
• One solar pump 
• One pipeline 
• 203 trees planted for windbreaks
• 1520 feet of drip hose and 1250 feet 

of weed barrier

The District anticipates an increase of 
25% in range health quality.

 

Total Project Cost - $61,223 
Matching Grant Funds - $22,098 
Match Contribution - $39,125

+
$

Major land use within Northeast Prowers Conservation District 
(NPCD) consists of 41% rangeland. The region is susceptive to 
drought, and maintaining a healthy, productive range for livestock 
and wildlife can be challenging. It has become apparent that range 
under a rotational grazing system has been the most resilient 
against drought conditions. This grant addressed the concerns 
of producers being unable to rotationally graze their pasture 
lands due to lack of functional infrastructure (fencing), water and 
windbreaks to enhance the resiliency of the range.

Six projects were funded (100%) because the District chose to 
offer the program to more producers rather than one or two large 
projects. 

The NPCD Land Improvement Project was an open solicitation 
landowner cost-share. The District divided the funds equally 
between the producers that qualified for the matching grant. 

Without this program, many producers would have 
destocked their herds drastically due to 
low forage production levels.
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Fence Meeting NRCS Standards

Prowers  
Conservation District CRP  

Land Management

Installed 10.16 miles (53,633 feet) of 
fencing, saving approximately 6,400 
acres of CRP ground that might have 
been plowed under. 

The PCD Board contributed in-kind 
match  along with NRCS contributing 
in-kind match through materials and 
time spent verifying the conservation 
practices.

Total Project Cost - $61,386 
Matching Grant Funds - $25,000 
Match Contribution - $36,386

$

The Prowers Conservation District (PCD) was focused on the 
Conservation Reserve Program lands (CRP). The long-term goal of 
the program is to re-establish valuable land cover to help improve 
water quality, prevent soil erosion, and reduce loss of wildlife 
habitat. The grant money was used to incentivize landowners to 
keep their land in the CRP. The primary criterion was that the 
producer had to build at least a mile of fence by NRCS standards 
and specifications and had to be located within PCD. 

Ten of fourteen (71%) applications were approved for funding by 
the PCD Board.

The fencing should need no further monitoring.  However, the 
district will use this program to promote itself by showing how 
the district can provide a service left by a gap in the NRCS EQIP 
program.  

The district feels very strongly about keeping CRP in 
grass rather than plowing it out as contracts 
expire.        
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Finished Sand Trap

Prowers Conservation District 
Sand Trap Project 

Installed ten sand traps, five in Bent 
County and five in Prowers County,  
to prevent sand sediment depositing 
into the water and causing damage to 
pipelines and sprinkler systems along 
the canal.

Estimated Benefits:

• Shield approximately 9,000 to 
15,000 yards of sand from entering 
the ditch laterals per location

• Less sand in sprinkler systems and 
pipelines for 50 farms

• 12-18 hours of time for irrigation will 
be saved annually per 160 acres of 
flood ground

• $30,000 in labor costs for sand 
removal 

• Savings of $40/acre foot of water 
loss for lateral users and $1,000 in 
operational costs per trap

Total Project Cost - $41,826 
Matching Grant Funds - 25,000 
Match Contribution - $16,826

+

+

$

Prowers Conservation District’s (PCD) number one conservation 
priority as identified in its Long Range Plan is water quantity and 
quality issues.  PCD partnered with neighboring Bent Conservation 
District for this grant.

Since the Fort Lyon Canal Company had built two structures in 
2012 in a similar grant, they agreed to build the sand traps that 
needed new head gates.  

The sand traps should need no further monitoring. The District 
feels that it is important to help landowners in any way they can 
with water quality and quantity.  The District will also put this 
information into a newsletter that will reach many landowners/
producers throughout the county.     
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Field Day

Rio Grande 
Conservation District 

Conservation Education

16,496 students participated in different 
educational events.

RGCD reached 2765 community 
members and growers through their 
events. 

RGCD initiated a partnership with 
Adams State College in their Extended 
Studies Department to provide graduate 
and continuing education credits for 
professional skills building.

RGCD utilizes an education specialist in 
school classrooms and conducts field 
trips. 

The number of return attendees and 
groups is 88% of their core program 
attendance, up 1% from the previous 
year. 

RGCD will expand on their State and 
Basin Water Plan in 2015. 

Total Project Cost - $71,071 
Matching Grant Funds - $25,000 
Match Contribution - $46,071

+
$

The Rio Grande Conservation District (RGCD) expanded its 
Conservation Education Program in key areas of improved water, 
soil and resource management; building resource leaders in the 
Rio Grande basin; and comprehensive conservation education. 
Programs included the Professional Seminar Series; the Producer 
Forum; the Teachers Workshop; Waterfest; a Small Acreage 
Landowners Expo; FFA Ag workshops; Soil and Water Lecture 
and movie; a published newspaper article and radio series on 
narrowing the “water footprint” of area producers; hosting 
the Southern Rocky Mountain Ag Conference; and several 
educational events aimed at children. 

The RGCD strives to positively change the tone and content of 
conversations in regards to area resource needs. Producers have 
changed some practices, like utilizing multi-species cover crops 
and increasing their water efficiencies. Community members 
and students have changed their level of participation and 
agencies are becoming   regular participants. The 
RGCD will continue to expand its outreach in 
2015.
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Projects Funded By “Helping Hand” Program

San Juan 
Conservation District  

“Helping Hand” Program

Projects installed to NRCS technical standards 
and specifications were:

• Forest thinning by six landowners on 34 
acres, thinning the trees from 300 to 
150 stems per acre which improved the 
overall health of the forest

• Pasture seeding on 52 acres to improve 
forage on fields.  The quality of the 
forage was improved by 50% and the 
quantity was improved by 25%

• Rangeland condition improvements by 
increasing the residue left on the soil 
after grazing from nothing to a minimum 
of 400 pounds per acre

• Installing a water control diversion 
structure improving irrigation efficiency 
for 30 acres

• Installing  two stockwater ponds to help 
establish a grazing rotation plan for 
improved management affecting 184 
acres of rangeland

• Planting 150 trees and shrubs to prevent 
erosion and improve the forest health

Total Project Cost - $52,631 
Matching Grant Funds - $25,000 
Match Contribution - $27,631$

The San Juan Conservation District (SJCD) implemented the 
“Conservation Helping Hand” program in 2007 and they continue 
to offer the program which is designed to educate landowners 
about the importance of conservation and provide financial 
assistance for conservation projects. 

Eleven of thirteen (85%) projects were approved by the SJCD 
Board and funded. 

NRCS contributed in-kind labor for the implementation and 
design of the individual projects, materials, and mileage/vehicle 
expenses. 
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New Water Tank

Spanish Peaks/Purgatoire 
Conservation District Water 

Development Program

Projects installed to NRCS technical 
standards and specifications and 
benefitting 4,628 acres were:

• Installed two new water tanks
• Installed two refurbished water 

tanks
• Installed 15,383 feet of waterline
• Installed one solar pump 
• Re-seeded 140.43 acres of 

rangeland with native grass seed 
mix.  

Wildlife species most affected by 
improved watering sources and 
increased plant diversity are: elk; mule 
deer; antelope; coyotes; bear, fox; and 
many species of short-grass prairie 
birds. 

Total Project Cost - $49,852 
Matching Grant Funds - $17,119 
Match Contribution - $32,733

$

The Spanish Peaks-Purgatoire River Conservation District’s (SP-
PRCD) Water Development & Wind Erosion Cost-Share Program 
addressed the continuing need for high quality water sources 
for livestock and wildlife and lack of vegetation on pastures and 
fields due to drought. 

SP-PRCD widely advertised the grant opportunity and the Board 
approved 17 applicants. Ultimately, only eight (47%) completed 
their projects and were funded through this program. 

NRCS personnel provided numerous hours of technical assistance 
in putting together landowner applications, engineering of 
projects, and inspecting projects to make sure they met NRCS 
standards and specifications where applicable. 

The benefits to wildlife through this program were: increased 
rangeland health; increased plant diversity; and increased 
accessibility to clean water sources.  
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Envirothon Soil Group

West Greeley Conservation 
District “Envirothon”

Thirty five students in teams of five 
from across the state participated in 
the competition.  One team advisor 
represented each team. 

Twenty two people including Envirothon 
committee members, topic experts, 
proctors and general volunteers 
attended the competition. 

Materials were drawn from Project 
WILD, Project Wet, Project Learning 
Tree along with materials provided 
by WGCD, Colorado State University, 
Natural Resources Conservation 
Services, and other natural resource 
agencies.  

Students demonstrated on-the-
ground knowledge and skills in natural 
resources management by hands on, 
written and oral testing.

Total Project Cost - $2,926 
Matching Grant Funds - $1,250 
Match Contribution - $1,676

$

The goal of the West Greeley Conservation District’s (WGCD) Colorado 
Envirothon was to strengthen participants’ hands-on, problem-solving 
skills. This was done by providing the opportunity for students in grades 
9-12 to gain knowledge using science-based information to make wise 
decisions using water and its relationship to other natural resources 
through an environmental education competition. 

The Colorado Envirothon program was promoted by conservation districts, 
FFA chapters, 4H groups and natural resource partners. Participating 
teams completed training and testing in five natural resource categories, 
soils and land use, aquatic ecology, forestry, wildlife, and a current 
environmental issue, “Sustainable Agriculture/Locally Grown”. 

During years 2013-2014 teams were provided materials train for the 
competition during the school year.  Learning objectives, key topic points 
and resources were available to students and coaches on the Envirothon 
website. Materials were also available to students and advisors on request 
from topic experts and Envirothon committee. 

Students and adult sponsors were able to increase their 
knowledge and skills in furthering the role of agriculture 
and natural resources in today’s economy. 
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Timber Harvesting on Public Forest Lands

White River Conservation 
District Informational Video 

Spots

Five 30-second ads ran a minimum of 35 
times each for a total of 175 showings 
over four months, primarily on the Front 
Range urban community  stations.

Projections of capturing just 5% of 
RMPBS audience equals more than 
250,000 viewers during the  four 
months.

Using this video technique, WRCD 
was able to reach outside its 
normal audience and address forest 
management on a wider scale. 

District staff worked with multiple 
partners including the US Forest 
Service; State Forest Service; State 
conservation Board Staff; Past CSCB 
President Jack Burke; Saratoga Sawmill 
and RMPBS to develop the scripts for 
these videos.

Total Project Cost - $12,500 
Matching Grant Funds - $5,000 
Match Contribution - $7,500

+
+
+

$

The White River Conservation District (WRCD) partnered with Rocky 
Mountain Public Broadcasting to produce five different 30-second 
video ads to help residents of Colorado understand forest health 
and how it influences water quality, soil erosion and air pollution.

Subject matter of the videos is consistent from year to year so 
the initial investment will stay current for at least a decade.  The 
information conveyed is critical to any Colorado resident who lives 
close to any forest.

Video titles include: “Why Is Forest Management Important to You?”; 
“What Does a Healthy Forest Look Like?”; “Healthy Forests Through 
Management (Harvesting)”; Healthy Forests Through Management 
(Fire)”; and “Healthy Forests (Regrowth/Regeneration).”

This allowed the message to reach outside normal conservation and 
agriculture communities to broader audiences that may have felt 
the ramifications of deadly fires and floods in recent years.  
WRCD will continue to show the videos at upcoming 
Annual Meetings. 
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New irrigation system that allows for variable rate.

Yuma  
Conservation District  

Variable Rate Irrigation

Installed eight variable-rate irrigation 
systems covering 1410 acres.

Cumulative average of reduced water 
application saved 7,441.275 acre-inches 
or 620.10 acre-feet of water.

Average water savings equaled 21.35% 
per circle, far surpassing the anticipated 
5% predicted. 

Water savings reduced demand on the 
Ogallala Aquifer, reducing the long-term 
affect of this precious water source.

Total Project Cost - $52,901 
Matching Grant Funds - $21,136 
Match Contribution - $31,765

+
+
+
$

Due to on-going drought conditions on the eastern side of 
Colorado, the Yuma Conservation District (YCD) focused on 
implementing variable rate irrigation systems for its cost-share 
program.

The program was advertised and the YCD Board approved eight 
applications using a ranking sheet to determine projects with the 
greatest potential impact. 

Success of the program will be used to try to convince NRCS to 
add installation of variable rate irrigation systems to the area 
cost docket. 


