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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

State properties part of 
National Historic Landmark designation

Denver — Wednesday, April 17, 2013 — Denver’s Civic Center, consisting of public spaces ranging from the State Capitol building to Denver’s Civic Center Park, was recognized by the National Park Service as the first National Historic Landmark in the city.

“We are honoring these iconic properties as an example of the ‘City Beautiful’ movement of the early 20th century,” said State Architect Larry Friedberg.  “We are especially proud that the National Park Service recognized the State’s architectural contribution to what is truly a grand public space at the heart of Denver.”

The NHL designation extends from the State Capitol on the east side of Broadway to the Denver City and County Building on the west side of Bannock. State properties included within the boundary include the State Capitol and its grounds; the State Office Building (northeast corner of Colfax and Sherman); the “Colorado State Museum” building (southeast corner of E. 14th and Sherman, which is now used as an office and meeting annex for the Capitol); and Lincoln Park (which includes Veterans Monument). City properties include Civic Center Park, the McNichols Building (Carnegie Library), the Greek Amphitheater, Voorhies Memorial, the Pioneer Monument and the City and County Building (14th and Bannock).

Colorado’s Department of Personnel & Administration is responsible for the ongoing care and maintenance of the Capitol, as well as all of the State’s properties that are recognized in the NHL designation.
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Colorado continues its commitment to preservation of its architectural treasures for this and future generations of Coloradoans as is evidenced by the current project to restore the Capitol’s gold dome more than a century after its construction.  Friedberg estimates the structural restoration and re-gilding of the gold dome will be completed in late summer 2014.

 Denver’s Civic Center joins a list of some of the most iconic, treasured and historically significant spaces in the United States. NHL designation places Civic Center alongside such sites as the Empire State Building, the Alamo and the Library of Congress. San Francisco’s Civic Center is the only other location of this type currently recognized as a NHL.

The nomination of Denver's Civic Center for consideration as a National Historic Landmark was prepared by Front Range Research Associates, managed by Historic Denver and reviewed by History Colorado's Office of Archaeology and Historic Preservation (the Colorado State Historic Preservation Office) and the National Parks Service. The effort was endorsed by the City and County of Denver, the Denver Parks and Recreation Department, the Civic Center Conservancy, officials with the State of Colorado, and U.S. Senator Michael Bennet. It was funded in part through a grant from the State Historical Fund, a program of History Colorado.

The Colorado Department of Personnel & Administration’s mission is to provide quality services to enhance state government success. From human resources to central services, procurement to payment, administrative courts to financial reporting, DPA is working together to serve Colorado.
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