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State Noxious Weed Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes 
May 26, 2010 

Center Kiwanis Club Building, Center CO 
 
Meeting began at 9:00 am.  
 
Members in attendance: John Taylor, Steve Anthony, Scott Nissen, Jimmy Dunn, Sheila Grother, Terri 
Schultz, Karen Scopel, and Don Hijar 
 
Members excused:  Susan Spackman-Panjabi, Jay Jutten, Roc Rutledge, Bill Wilkinson, Tom McClure, 
Phyllis Lake, and Eve Todd-Pugh  
 
Staff present:      Crystal Andrews – Colorado Department of Agriculture, Kelly Uhing-Colorado 
Department of Agriculture, Jim Walker-Colorado Department of Transportation 
 
Guests:    Jim Clare San Luis Valley RC&D Council, Tim Garcia San Luis Valley RC&D Coordinator, Brenda 
Anderson Center CD, Clayton Davey US Forest Service, Gwen Nelson Center CD, Myron Price Saguache 
County,  
 

1. Introductions and opening comments:  
a. John reviewed outlined the agenda.   

 
2. Review agenda - call for additions/corrections  

a. Terri suggested that item, Site Led Final Review (4C under Old Business), be deleted from 
the agenda as this was approved at the last meeting.    Chair Taylor removed the item. 

 
3. Review minutes of last meeting:  

a. Sheila moved to approve the minutes of the January 28, 2010 meeting, seconded by 
Scott and Karen, motion passes.  
 
 

 
4. Old Business:  

a. New Plant Assessment Form Reviews: (Scott Nissen) 
 
There was some initial discussion before the committee delved into a systematic review 
of the list.   Don wanted to discuss Sericea first.    Terri suggested going through the high 
impact species.   John suggested that we discuss where on the list the new plants should 
go, if they were to be listed at all.   Terri stated that we should recommend species 
designations today.    Don expressed a concern that the list shouldn’t get too large.   
Sheila mentioned that the committee had discussed an “Alert List”-a list that would be 
used to increase awareness on potential new invasive species but without the legal 
ramifications of the A or B list.    Crystal commented that we do have an unofficial Alert 
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List, and she listed some species that are on that list.   The group decided that since we 
have an “A” list, that perhaps the term “Watch List” would be less confusing than the 
term “Alert List”.   Kelly suggested that we review New Mexico’s language for a 
definition of ‘watch list”. 
 
The assessments were done separately by review teams led by Scott Nissen and George 
Beck from Colorado State University.    This was done under contract by CSU from the 
Colorado Department of Agriculture.     
 
Forty-one reviews of plant species was done, 23 by Nissen and 18 by Beck.    Spread 
sheets were presented by both review teams for each group of species. 
 
The assessment forms had the following categories: 
 
Common name, scientific name, impact, invasiveness, distribution, ag/human impact, 
wildlands plant score, agricultural score, alert, name of reviewer, and date assessed. 
 
The consensus of the committee was to go through Scott’s list first in alphabetical order, 
listen to his synopsis of each species, and then make a determination of a future 
designation, if any, of that species. 
 
The committee decided on the following designations: 
 
A-List A 
B-List B 
C-List C 
W-Watch list 
U-Unlisted 
 
Scott led the group through a review of his list and had members of his review team 
participate via SKYPE (Cameron Douglas and Joe Vassios) 
 
The recommendations for the first list (Scott Nissen list) were as follows: 
 
Common name   Scientific name   Designation 
 
Arrowhead   Sagittataria sagittifolia  Unlisted 
Babysbreath   Gypsophila paniculata  Watch 
Common iceplant  M.  crystallinum   Unlisted 
Common reed   Phragmites australis  Watch 
Elongated mustard  Brassica elongata  A 
Eurasian watermilfoil  Myriophyllum spicatum  B (Currently “B”) 
Flowering rush   Butomus unbellatus  Watch 
Giant reed   Adundo donax   A 
Himalayan blackberry  Rubus armeniacus  Watch 
Hydrilla    Hydrilla verticillata  A 
Japanese knotweed  Polygonum cuspidatum  A 
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Pampasgrass   Cortideria jubata  Watch 
Scotch broom   Sytisus scoparius  Watch 
Sericea lespedeza  Lespedeza cuneata  Watch (Currently “A”) 
Siberian peashrub  Caragana arborescens  Unlisted 
Skeletonleaf bursage  Ambrosia tomentosa  Watch 
Water hyacinth   Eichhornia crassipes  Watch 
Water lettuce   Pistia stratiotes   Watch if on ANS list 
Wild parsnip   Pastinaca sativa   Unlisted 
Woodland draba  Draba nemorosa   Unlisted 
Yellow bedstraw  Galium verum *   Unlisted 
Yellow nutsedge  Cyperus esculentus  C  (Currently “B”) 
   
 
In George’s absence, Scott led the committee through the second list. 
 
The recommendations for the second list (George Beck list) were as follows: 
 
Common name   Scientific name   Designation 
 
African mustard   Malicomia africana  * see below 
Asian mustard   Brassica tournefortii  * see below 
Grassleaf mat daisy  Hirpicumarmeriodes  Watch 
Hairy willow herb  Epilobium hirsutum  Watch 
Matrimony vine   Lycium barbarum  Watch 
Meadow hawkweed  Hieracium caespitosium  A (Currently “A) 
Onionweed   Asphodelius fistulosus  Watch 
Syrian bean caper  Zygophyllum fabago  Watch 
Wooly distaff thistle  Carthamus lanatus  Watch 
Yellow sweetclover  Melilotus officinalis  # Unlisted  see below 
Bulbous bluegrass  Poa bulbosa   C list 
Tree of heaven   Ailanthus altissima  Unlisted 
Quackgrass   Elytrigia repens   B 
Common bugloss  Anchusa officinalis  Watch/Unlisted 
White byrony   Bryonia alba   Watch 
Cogongrass   Imperata cylindrical  Watch 
Swainsonpea   Sphaerophysa salsula  A or B 
Spiny cocklebur   Xanthium spinosum  A 
Wild caraway   Carum carvi   B 
 

 *Clarification needed on African mustard and Asian mustard-spread sheet lists African 
       Mustard as Brassica tourneforti which is Asian mustard.  African mustard is Malcoma  
 africana.   
 

#Yellow sweetclover-Terri made a motion, which was seconded and passed,  to draft a 
letter to Colorado Division of Wildlife, Natural Resources Conservation Service, Colorado 
Department of Transportation, the Conservation Districts, and the Bureau of Land 
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management to express concerns on behalf of the committee in regards to the use of 
yellow sweetclover in revegetation efforts. 
 
There will be further discussion on African mustard, Asian mustard, common bugloss, 
and swainsonpea. 
 
 
 

LUNCH  
 

5. New Business:  
a. San Luis Valley Resource Conservation & Development (SLVRC&D) 

i. This item was moved up so that our guests could give an update.   Tim Garcia, 
SLVRCD Coordinator reported on that organization’s weed management 
activities.   A new weed coordinator, Vern Elliot, has been hired, through grant 
funds, to focus solely on weed issues.    
 

6. Old Business (continued) 
 
b. Sub Committee Reports 
 

i. Site Led Review-canceled as it was approved in January. 
ii. Executive Committee-passed on report in the interest of time. 

iii.  Funding & Policy:   Report by Sheila Grother.  Sheila discussed the passage of 
Colorado Senate Bill 10-098. 
The legislation allows counties to cooperate with conservation districts and local 
governments to utilize Conservation Trust Fund monies for the purpose of weed 
management.   Sheila thanked the Colorado Weed Management Association 
(George Beck, JR Phillips & Ron Mabry) for their efforts in working on the 
passage of the bill. 

iv. Communication & Education:   Report by Karen Scopel.  Karen discussed Weed 
Wise and stated that the committee would like to update it.   John Taylor 
showed the group some examples of educational materials produced in Summit 
County. 

v. EDRR-Report by Crystal Andrews.   Crystal discussed that the committee needs 
to meet and develop a structure for the Watch List.   

 
 

7. Reports (Colorado Department of Transportation and State Weed Coordinator):  
 
a. CDOT-Report by Jim Walker.    Jim discussed a multi-agency partnership on hoary cress 

that took place on State Highway 139, Bureau of Land Management land and private 
land.   The project involved CDOT, BLM, the counties of Garfield, Mesa, and Rio Blanco, 
and many commercial applicators hired by EnCana.   Steve Anthony mentioned that 
kudos should go to Sparky Taber of the Grand Junction Resource Area BLM office for his 
efforts in organizing this project that resulted in 362 acres of whitetop treatment.   Jim 
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also discussed CDOT efforts on leafy spurge in Poudre Canyon and CDOT’s Russian-olive 
projects. 

 
b. State Weed Coordinator-Report by Kelly Uhing 

i. SWAC awards-Kelly suggested that the State Weed Advisory Committee 
consider giving out annual awards to recognize individuals and organizations 
involved in weed management.  Possible awards could include “Private 
Landowner of the Year” and “Conservationist of the Year” 

ii. Spruce Gulch update-Kelly reported that she was hoping to complete a draft 
letter for Commissioner John Stulp to Regional Forester Rick Cables outlining the 
need for the spotted knapweed in Spruce Gulch to be placed as a high priority 
with USFS.  

iii. Ag Commission Rules hearing-Kelly reported that this was May 5th.   The 
Commission updates the Rules Pertaining to the Administration and 
Enforcement of the Noxious Weed Act.    There were comments regarding the 
rules about requiring eradication of certain List B weeds (Russian knapweed, 
hoary cress) within 15’ of waterways.    The counties expressing concern that 
this wasn’t consistent with other parts of the rules were:   Garfield, Jefferson, 
and Mesa.   Kelly stated that the Ag Commission kept the rules as they were but 
did encourage the State Weed Coordinator to work closely with counties to find 
workable solutions. 

iv. NPDES update-NPDES  is the acronym for the National Pollutant Discharge 
Elimination System.   EPA recently released a draft general permit that would 
bring pesticide applicators within the Clean Water Act’s NPDES permitting 
program. EPA’s draft general permit stems from a 2009 federal court decision 
that invalidated EPA’s long-standing exemption from the NPDES program for 
pesticide applicators. That decision will require approximately 365,000 pesticide 
applicators nationwide to obtain NPDES permits by April 2011.  In Colorado, the 
permits will be administered by the Colorado Department of Public Health and 
Environment;  EPA will be taking comments on the draft general permit until 
July 19, 2010 and intends to finalize the permit in December, 2010.  

v. Resignation announcement-Kelly announced that she will be leaving the State 
Weed Coordinator position effective on June 4, 2010 to accept a position with 
the City and County of Denver as the Natural Areas Program Manager.   Kelly 
thanked the committee for their partnership with her over the last 3 years.     
The committee collectively expressed their gratitude and appreciation to Kelly 
for her efforts and wished her well in her new endeavor. 
 

8. Announcements/Comments-Around the table 
a. Chairman Taylor thanked our Center Conservation District hosts for their hospitality 

over the 2 days of field trips, meetings, and meals.   A special thank you to Brenda 
Anderson of the district.    Thanks to Gwen, Clayton, and Myron for their efforts on the 
field tour. 
Jimmy Dunn thanked everyone for coming to his home area.   Crystal mentioned that 
the Biological Control of Noxious Weeds in Colorado booklet is complete.   Don 
encouraged everyone to keep thinking of a multi-faceted approach in regards to weed 
management and stewardship-one that involves grazing, burning, and reseeding. 
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Sheila reminded the group that the next meeting/tour is scheduled to be in San Miguel 
County.    Karen said that CWMA weed calendar orders are due by July 1.  Steve also 
thanked the hosts and Kelly Uhing for her leadership to the state noxious weed 
program.   Scott Nissen reminded everyone that the tamarisk BMP Guide is available 
thorugh Denver Botanic Gardens. 
 

b. Next meeting arrangements/itinerary etc: 
August 25-26, San Miguel County details TBD. 
 

 
9. Adjourn meeting:   Chairman Taylor adjourned the meeting at 3:00pm  

 
 
 
Next Meeting: 
 
 
Date:  Wednesday, August 25, 2010 
 
Time: 10:00AM 
 
Place: Lakewood Colorado Dept. of Ag. Conference Room. 
 
R.S.V.P. Appreciated if you cannot make the meeting. 
 

  
 
 


