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Arapahoe House

Colorado’s largest and leading provider of

substance use disorder treatment.
20 services and 11 locations.
Serves 15,000.

Adults, teens, pregnant women, women with

dependent children, and offenders.
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The number of individuals seeking treatment for
marijuana use at Arapahoe House has increased

62% since recreational legalization.
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Marijuana DUIs

The percentage of DUI patients in withdrawal
management (detox) who report marijuana as a
drug of choice jumped from 8 percent in 2013 to

13 percent in 2015.
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Since Legalization:

e The number of teens in our inpatient program with a
marijuana problem increased by 70%.

 Marijuana admissions to our teen outpatient
programs have increased by 12%.

 Marijuana has always been the number one drug of
use for our adolescents.
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Treatment with Teens

 Treating teens with marijuana addiction has become
extremely difficult because of legalization.

 Marijuana has been normalized; kids in treatment
don’t think it’s addictive.

e Adolescent patients tell us: it’s easy to get; it’s legal;
it’s a plant and also medicine, so how can it be bad?
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Treatment with Teens

Not smoking joints or pipes anymore.

Using in the form of candy, drinks, and edibles.

The most fashionable way to use marij

dabbing. Dabbing concentrates the TH

uana is
C by

using butane to heat it; can cause serious

burns.

Kids who are addicted to meth, heroin and
cocaine tell us they are “sober” if marijuana is

the only drug they are using.
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The Need for Treatment in Colorado

Substance use disorders are Colorado’s most
prevalent, complex, costly and untreated public
health challenge.

3 in 10 Coloradans suffer from a substance use or
mental health disorder.

A 2016 study ranked Colorado as one of the top
states in the nation for substance abuse.

In Colorado, an accidental drug overdose occurs every
9 hours and 24 minutes.




The Need for Treatment in Colorado

Nationwide, $27 per U.S. resident is spent on publicly
funded substance use treatment compared to $S7.50
spent per resident in Colorado.

Colorado ranks 5th nationwide in the proportion
individuals needing but not getting treatment for
alcohol use; 15t for illicit drug use.

Arapahoe House operates 124 beds with an average
utilization rate of 67%; 33% of our beds remain open
and available. We have the capacity, but lack the payor
sources to cover costs.

Today, we have 18 empty beds in our adult residential
treatment unit that have no funding.
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