


July 3, 2015 



State Water Plan 

“It’s a nice compendium of issues and subject 
matters of all things water in Colorado, but it’s 
not an action plan…. It doesn’t set an agenda for 
what Colorado needs to do in order to meet the 
challenges facing the state.”  

 

Jim Lochhead, CEO 

Denver Water 

 



RGB Water Plan 

“It’s a nice compendium of issues and subject 
matters of all things water in the SLV, but it’s  
not an action plan…. It doesn’t set an agenda for 
what the Roundtable needs to do in order to 
meet the challenges facing the Basin .”  

 

Some Interested Citizens 

 



BASIN’S TOP PRIORITY 

“The Rio Grande Inter-Basin Roundtable has determined 
that the single, most critical water issue confronting 
the Rio Grande Basin is the current unsustainable 
management of surface and ground water.  The RGBRT  
has made the decision that water activities that address 
this issue be favorably considered for funding from the 
Water Supply Reserve Account, SB 2005 -179 (WSRA 
Funds)…” 

Mike Gibson to CWCB 





Eric Harmon: 
“As context for your consideration of my comments, you should know 
that my firm, HRS Water Consultants, Inc., has ongoing contractual 
relationships with the Colorado Division of Water Resources / CWCB for 
the RGDSS and the Ground Water Rules, and the National Park Service 
(Great Sand Dunes).  HRS also represents public water suppliers, private 
water user groups, irrigationists, and others in the San Luis Valley.  In 
addition, HRS, at times in the recent past, has acted in a consulting 
capacity on ground water related activities on behalf of RGWCD, Conejos 

WCD, Rio Grande County Commissioners, and others in the basin.  The 
comments and thoughts offered in this letter are my 
own, and do not represent the opinions, thoughts, or 
positions of any individual or entity that my firm 
represents now, or has represented in the past.” 

With permission – and with our thanks …. 
 



Eric Harmon 

 
“The overriding impression I sense from Mr. 
Spielman’s memorandum is frustration at a 
long process that appears, as yet, to offer little 
in the way of specific direction for a Rio Grande 
Basin Water Plan.   
 
From my own, admittedly brief, review of the 
draft Rio Grande Basin Water Plan (DiNatale 
Water Consultants, “DWC”, 7/31/2014) I 
generally agree with this view.   
 
I find it disappointing that the majority of the 
draft document is devoted to developing an 
overview and background for the basin, with 
relatively little emphasis on the immediate and 
overriding issue: 
 

how to address and correct unsustainable 
water use in the San Luis Valley. “ 

 

Comments on 
Charlie Spielman’s 
memorandum of 
April 15, 2015 



Eric Harmon 

“In addition, the majority (although not all) of the 
projects identified in Section 6 of the draft [BIP] 
document do not address what I consider key issues:   

 

• What data or studies are needed to fill major 
data gaps, or gaps in our understanding, of the 
San Luis Valley aquifers in terms of ground water 
recharge, discharge, and interactions between 
ground water and surface water? 

  

• What baseline of information, and what ongoing 
measurements or monitoring, will provide the 
best and most robust understanding that can be 
incorporated into the RGDSS ground water model 
(or a successor model in the future) and efforts at 
achieving aquifer sustainability.” 

 

 

 



Eric Harmon 

Mr. Spielman’s memorandum contains a “starter list” of 
tasks and projects, in several categories.   In regard to 
geology and hydrology, several suggestions are made as to 
studies and projects needed, and a model of the ground 
water system.  Having been involved in the RGDSS 
development and refinement process since its inception, I 
can say that these components, tools, and documentation, 
for the most part, already exist.  However, the fact that 
there is still a call for these basic documents and studies 
suggests that some of the RGDSS documents and tools are 
so technical or complex that it is difficult for even a well-
informed and interested public to understand their 
content and workings.  Or, perhaps, it may be that many of 
the RGDSS documents are simply too hard to find.  It 
appears to me from Mr. Spielman’s list, and also from my 
participation in public presentations, peer review meetings, 
and various forums on the RGDSS over the past 17 + years, 
that there may be a need for an improved documentation 
and communication process.  

 

 

 



What is known? Not known? 

Unconfined Aquifer Storage Confined Aquifer Storage? 

0

1

2

3

4

5

6

Category
1

Category
2

Category
3

Category
4



Rio Grande Basin Action Plan 

April to August, 2015 

 

 

 

 



BASIN POLICY - TOP 
PRIORITY 

AQUIFER  & SUSTAINABLE SURFACE/GROUND WATER 
MANAGEMENT 

DATA & STUDIES 

GROUNDWATER- GEOHYDROLOGY 

SUSTAINABLE AG METHODS  

 

INFO & 
MONITORING 

UNDERSTAND AQUIFER 
SYSTEM 

DOCUMENTATION & 
COMMUNICATION 

RGDSS – ACCESSIBLE – 
UNDERSTANDABLE 

ECONOMIC AG STUDY 

WSRA & FUNDING 
PROCESS 

ACTIVE - PROACTIVE – A SENSE OF URGENCY - ACCESSIBLE- 
PRIORITIZED 





Rio Grande Basin Action Plan 
Request 

Support the Action Plan 

Support/Join the Working Group 

Anticipate Request for Funding 

 

 


