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STAFF SUMMARY OF MEETING

 COMMITTEE ON JOINT EDUCATION

Date: 12/14/2015 ATTENDANCE

Time: 09:05 AM to 12:32 PM Buckner *
Everett *

Place: HCR 0112 Fields *
Garnett X

This Meeting was called to order by Holbert X
Senator Hill Johnston *

Kerr *
This Report was prepared by Lundeen X

Rachel Kurtz-Phelan Marble X
Merrifield X

Moreno X
Neville T. X

Priola E
Todd E

Wilson X
Windholz X

Woods X
Pettersen X

Hill X
X = Present, E = Excused, A = Absent, * = Present after roll call

Bills Addressed: Action Taken:
Presentation by Office of the State Auditor
Presentation by Department of Higher Education
Presentation by History Colorado
Presentation by Colorado Department of Education

Witness Testimony and/or Committee Discussion Only
Witness Testimony and/or Committee Discussion Only
Witness Testimony and/or Committee Discussion Only
Witness Testimony and/or Committee Discussion Only

09:07 AM  --   Presentation by Office of the State Auditor

Senator Hill, chair, called the meeting to order.  He invited Kerri Hunter and Jeffrey Kahn, representing the 
Office of the State Auditor (OSA), to come to the table to introduce themselves.  Copies of the Report of 
Outstanding Audit Recommendations (report) and OSA Annual Report for 2015 were distributed to the committee 
(Attachments A and Attachment B).  Ms. Hunter gave background information about OSA.  Ms. Hunter and Mr. 
Kahn went through the report and highlighted several parts pertaining to outstanding recommendations still 
unimplemented by the Department of Higher education and Department of Education.  They answered questions 
from the committee. 
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09:23 AM  --   Presentation by Department of Higher Education

Lieutenant Governor Joe Garcia, Executive Director, Department of Higher Education, and Kachina 
Weaver, Legislative Liaison, Department of Higher Education, came to the table to begin their presentation.  They 
distributed copies of the Division of Private Occupational Schools (DPOS) regulatory agenda (Attachment C) and 
copies of their power point presentation (Attachment D).  Lt. Gov. Garcia reviewed the mission, purpose, and 
structure of DHE and the Colorado Commission on Higher Education (CCHE).  He provided data and statistics 
pertaining to postsecondary education and workforce readiness, and talked about improving performance, the new 
funding allocation formula, and the department's master plan.  He described how funding is currently allocated to 
institutions.
 

09:58 AM

Lt. Gov. Garcia continued to discuss tuition policy and general fund allocations to higher education, the 
role of governing boards in tuition-setting policy, and the importance of efficiency, collaboration, and 
competitiveness.  He answered questions from the committee.

10:10 AM

Lt. Gov. Garcia continued to answer questions from the committee.

10:30 AM  --   Presentation by History Colorado

Bob Musgraves and Steve Turner, representing History Colorado, came to the table and introduced 
themselves.  They distributed a handout to the committee (Attachment E) and provided background information 
about History Colorado.  They spoke about the organization's museums and educational programs, and discussed 
the 2014 performance audit and plans for the future of the organization.  Mr. Musgraves and Mr. Turner answered 
questions from the committee.
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10:50 AM  --   Presentation by Colorado Department of Education

The representatives from the Colorado Department of Education (CDE) came to the table to begin their 
presentation, copies of which were distributed to the committee (Attachment F).  Elliott Asp, Interim Commissioner 
of Education, and Alyssa Pearson, Interim Associate Commissioner for Accountability, Performance, and Support, 
came to the table and introduced themselves.  Dr. Asp announced that a new commissioner of education has just 
been appointed.  He spoke about the mission and purpose of the department and outlined its performance plan.  He 
discussed in detail several programmatic areas, such as kindergarten readiness, graduation guidelines, assessment, 
and accountability.
 

11:13 AM

Ms. Pearson discussed the basis for school district accountability in Colorado as established by the 
Education Accountability Act of 2009.  She talked about several changes created by legislation enacted during the 
2015 legislative session, and about several accountability measures and options for school and district 
accountability for the 2016-17 school year.

11:26 AM

Representatives from CDE took turns coming to the table to answer questions from the committee.  Alisa 
Dorman, Executive Director of the Office of Literacy, came to the table to answer questions about literacy 
assessments.

12:05 PM

The representatives from CDE continued to answer questions from the committee.

12:32 PM

The committee adjourned.
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