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Location: DVR Denver Metro Office – 2211 W. Evans Ave, Columbine Room, Denver CO  80223
Date:  Wednesday, July 15, 2015 
Time: 4:30PM – 7:30PM
Present: Steve Anton, Bing Walker, Sue Richardson, Beth Schaffner, Ellen Golombek, Stephanie Veck, Liz King, Barb Casey, Julie Deden, Anna French, Cher Haavind, William Dowling,  Kristen Corash,  Geoff Peterson,  Patrick Teegarden, Sue Schierkolk
On phone: Buna Dahal, Julie Farrar, Debbie Petersen, Claudia Folska

A quorum was present.
CDLE/DVR Merger Update and Discussion:
Ellen Golombek, Kristen Corash and Cher Haavind provided an update and plan for DVR/CDLE merger and communication with stakeholders.    A Stakeholder Steering Committee conference call is scheduled for next week (the week of 7/20) and members of the SRC are invited to attend to discuss planning for the upcoming public comment hearings around the state.  
An SRC workgroup was formed to help with planning.  Members are Beth Schaffner, Sue Richardson, Debbie Petersen and Carol Feuerbacher.  
(see handouts)
Director’s Update: Steven Anton
Viki Manley, Director of the Office of Community Access and Independence, has resigned effective July 14th.  Her Deputy, Sarah Aurich, will step in as the Interim Director.  
Steve Anton provided an update to the council on DVR application data and efforts to increase new applications.  The Division has sent email blasts to stakeholder groups and clients and a CDHS press release to notify the public that we no longer have a waitlist but new applications numbers aren’t rising.   If these numbers continue to drop or hold at this level it will affect DVR funding.  If our funding is cut and then application numbers rise we may be unable to provide services.  We don’t want to risk having to go through another round of waitlisting.
DVR and CDLE will look at outcomes in other states after waitlist closures and will expand and refine customer service survey methods to encourage more client input and engagement to help set a course of action.  CDLE currently surveys clients while they are receiving services, either online or on a postcard, and provides a link to an online survey in the email signature of all staff.
(See Handout)
DVR Budget Report: Barb Casey
Barb Casey provided an update to the council on the DVR budget.  The lack of applicants is impacting funding.  We’re struggling to spend our dollars and are under-expended on our SWAP contracts.  We don’t get enough State matching dollars to draw down our entire federal match and we depend on SWAP for a large portion of our funding.
The way the SWAP contracts work, the school districts agree ahead of time what funds they will send us.  They send us the money monthly, then at the end of the contract period we determine how much of the fund has been used and unused funds are returned to the schools.  This year $360,000 goes back to the schools but that also affects the match that we can draw down from the Feds which would be over a million dollars.
(see handouts)
State Plan Update: Sue Schierkolk
Sue Schierkolk gave a general overview of the way the state plan was previously done.  Due to WIOA, the DVR state plan will now be part of a larger combined state plan including many other agencies.  
The new State Plan must be submitted in March but the goal is to submit in February at the latest. The rough time frames we will be following are: 
· July: Preparation
· August/September: Complete the Comprehensive Statewide Needs Assessment
· October:  Analyze CSNA data and determine DVR goals and the SRC recommendations to the Division
· October/November:  Hold public hearings
· January: Edit and prepare for submission.  
CDLE will be doing surveys ahead of the public comment hearings around the merger.  The timeframe is very similar it might be worthwhile to combine efforts but we may need to plan for an alternative format for consumers who are not able to use or do not have computers.
State Plan Workgroup: PPSP committee and Beth Schaffner 
(see handouts)
Policy, Procedure and State Plan (PPSP) Committee Update: Julie Deden
The committee will be working with Sue and CDLE on merger process feedback and the state plan.
Membership Committee Update: Julie Farrar
Membership is doing well and still working on recruitment.
Quality Assurance Committee Update: Beth Schaffner
The committee is working on developing a grid of data and sources.  Once we determine all available sources, we’ll hone in one specific data we would like to see regularly.  We’re hoping to complete this by September 1st and we hope to create a regular status report to present to the full council.  
Statewide Independent Living Council Report: Buna Dahal
Buna is no longer the chair of the SILC.  The council held their retreat in June and the upcoming schedule for 2015/2016 has changed.  SILC meetings will be held the 3rd Wednesday of August 2015, November 2015, February 2016 and May 2016.  Buna’s SILC term ends on September 30th so the SRC must recruit a replacement.
Behavioral Health Planning & Advisory Council Update: Larry Krause
No Report.
Developmental Disabilities Council Update: Julie Farrar
The 25th anniversary of the ADA is being celebrated on July 25th at Civic Center.  The event begins at 11am, please come.
Retreat Planning Discussion:
The Executive Committee will draw up a plan for an SRC Retreat and will present it to the Council for approval.  
Questions/Announcements
Next SRC meeting: September 9th at 4:30pm at the Denver Metro DVR office. 
A standing State Plan item will be added to all upcoming SRC meeting agendas.
Motion to Adjourn 
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