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HB05-1177 Water for 

the 21st Century Act 

created nine Basin 

Roundtables 

• The BRTs provide forums for 

locally driven, collaborative 

solutions 

• Broad range of 

stakeholders—municipal 

providers, counties, industry 

and interest groups have a 

seat at each table 



-   Groundwater is important to statewide water supply 

-  19 of Colorado counties rely heavily on ground water 

-  20% of state population rely  heavily on ground water 

-  Natural infrastructure and protection from evaporation 

-  Uncertainty and variable recharge rates 

-  Significant potential for storage 

 *  costs 

 *  alluvial vs bedrock aquifers 

 *  maintaining control over recharged water 

 *  retrieval of water 

  

 

 

Colorado Water Plan:  Groundwater 



Arkansas Basin 

 -  compact compliance 

 -  municipal supplies and reliability 

Colorado Basin 

 -  water quality 

 -  recharge potential for storage 

Rio Grande Basin 

 -  great detail throughout BIP 

 -  equally as important as surface water 

 -  formation of sub basins for sustainability 

South Platte Basin 

 -  storage      -  Denver Basin Aquifer 

 -  compact compliance  -  utilize tributary   

 -  administration       and non tributary 

 

Basin Implementation Plans 

 





Ogallala Aquifer 



Mining vs Sustainability 
•Ogallala declining 
•Rio Grande working to achieve sustainability 
•South Platte renewable on annual basis 











www.coloradowaterplan.com 


