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Highlights 

Consumptive and 
Nonconsumptive 
uses are intertwined 

Storage is essential 

Sustaining 
agriculture sustains 
the environment 



Challenges 

Groundwater 
augmentation, depletion 
& water quality 
Alluvial 

Designated Basins 

Denver Basin 

Understanding the 
“Gap” on a local or sub-
regional basis 

Source: Colorado Foundation for Water Education 

Denver Basin Aquifer Well Yields 



Opportunities 

Regional solutions to regional 
challenges 

Alluvial aquifer storage 

Watershed Health Coalitions 
Brings Consumptive and 

Nonconsumptive interests 
together 

Reaches across basin boundaries 

Expanding Funding Options 



Conclusions 
We have more work to do 

Public Outreach was very successful 

Continued engagement 

Implementation requires capacity 

Funding nexus with other programs 

• Canon City fire mitigation grant returned funds 

• GOCO, NRCS, U.S. Forest Service, U.S. Geologic Survey, 
Colorado State University, Colo. Ag Water Alliance 

Policy initiatives 

Convert Groundwater from a liability to an asset 



Questions and Comments 

Thank you on behalf of the  

Arkansas Basin Roundtable 



Contact Information 
Alan Hamel, Colorado Water Conservation 

Board Director for the Arkansas River Basin 
achamel1942@gmail.com; 719-251-9938 

Betty Konarski, Chair, Arkansas Basin 
Roundtable 
bkonarski@earthlink.net; 719-243-2292 

Gary Barber, Project Manager, Arkansas 
Roundtable Basin Implementation Plan 
barbergl@aol.com; 719-660-0948 
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