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Public Utilities Commission

 Operating Authority 
 Determine benefit to consumers in 

granting right to do business 

 Rates
 Maintain just and reasonable utility 

rates for consumers

 Service 
 Ensure consumers have reliable and 

responsive utility service

 Safety
 Minimize dangers for consumers 

related to regulated utility service

 Infrastructure 
 Ensure a constructive regulatory 

environment to recover capital 

MISSION
“The Colorado Public Utilities 
Commission serves the public 
interest by effectively regulating 
utilities and facilities so that the 
people of Colorado receive safe, 
reliable, and reasonably-priced 
services consistent with the 
economic, environmental and 
social values of our state.”



Colorado Electric Utilities

 Two investor-owned electric utilities (IOUs)
 Public Service Company of Colorado (Xcel Energy)

 1.4 million electric customers
 Black Hills/Colorado Electric Utility
 94,000 electric customers 

(Pueblo, Rocky Ford, Canon City)

 One wholesale generation and 
transmission cooperative
 Tri-State Generation and Transmission
 18 rural electric co-ops served



Interest in Water Usage

 04A-214E:  Comanche 3 Generation Unit.  
Xcel Energy proposed to utilize a low water use 
cooling technology in addition to emission control 
technologies.  Commitment to work with Pueblo 
community on water and water rights.

 10M-245E:  Clean Air-Clean Jobs Act.  Reduced 
water usage at Cherokee and Valmont stations 
(retirements/conversions/replacements)



Electric Resource Planning

 Reliability  
 Helps the Commission ensure that sufficient 

electricity resources are available 
 Informs the Commission how the utility intends “to 

keep the lights on”

 Cost-effectiveness  
 Helps the Commission ensure that utilities procure 

the best mix of new utility resources 
 Colorado’s public policy objectives
 Consideration of the benefits and cost of various 

alternatives



ERP Rules

 Commission took a “measured step” away from 
the least-cost resource planning in order to: 
 Incorporate changes from new energy legislation
 Enable the Commission to consider factors other 

than fuel costs, construction costs, conventional 
operating costs, and transmission costs in resource 
selection (e.g., water usage)

 Commission approves specific combinations of 
demand-side and supply-side resources

 Various scenarios or combinations of resources 
for the Commission to consider in approving a 
cost-effective resource plan



ERP Rulemaking (10R-214E)  

 Commission improved ERP practices based on 
the experiences we gained through first 
applications of the ERP process. 
 New legislative requirements (HB 10-1001)
 Consideration of water usage in existing and 

proposed generation resources in resource 
selection



Xcel Energy ERP(11A-869E)



Xcel Energy ERP(11A-869E)



Xcel Energy ERP(11A-869E)

 RFP review

 “Describe the water 
supply strategy for the 
project, including a 
description of water 
requirements, water 
supply source(s), 
discharge plans, 
new water pipeline 
requirements, and 
any work completed 
to date on the 
water supply plan.”



Xcel Energy ERP(11A-869E)



Information Meetings

 Nexus between electricity generation and water 
usage in the state of Colorado. 
 Drought resilience
 Supply diversity
 Recycled water
 Cooperative agreement (with municipalities and 

agriculture)
 October 22, 2012 and January 23, 2013

 Governor’s Office, Colorado Water Conservation 
Board, Denver Municipal Water, Colorado River 
Water Conservation District, Sandia National 
Laboratories, Xcel Energy, 
Western Resource Advocates



Public Utilities Commission

Contact Information
1560 Broadway, 
Suite 250 
Denver, CO 80202

Website
www.dora.co.gov/puc

303-894-2000 or 
1-800-888-0170

E-filings System
https://www.dora.state.co.us/pls/efi/EFI.homepage
(Search by docket number)


