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What is GreenCO?  
An alliance of seven organizations representing the        

common interests of landscape-related trades 

 More than 2,500 member 

companies 

 Employ 40,000+ people  

 Green industry contributes 

$2.4B per year to the state 

economy 



 

 

GreenCO’s Water Mission 
 “To inform, encourage, and instill the practice           

of sound water use across Colorado                       

and ensure that built landscapes                        

remain an essential foundation                                  

of Colorado’s quality of life,                             

economic health and                                              

public image.” 



Green Industry and Water Conservation:  

Why Does it Matter? 

 

 

 Water is a limited resource. 

 Water use increases with population growth. 

 Improving urban water use efficiency aids in meeting 
increased demand. 

 “Using less water to satisfy a particular purpose”- does not 
mean eliminating attractive landscapes. 

 Sustainable growth is critical to the green industry.  

 One opportunity to be sustainable – quality design, proper 
installation and on-going maintenance. 



GreenCO Basic Principles 

 Healthy landscapes enhance water quality and the 

environment.  

 Over-irrigation is the primary source of water waste in 

landscaping.  

 Prevent/reduce pollution by controlling it at its source, 

rather than correcting its impacts. 

 Improved water quality and conservation are dependent on 

behavior changes.  

 Well designed and maintained  

    landscapes are key components  

    of sustainable communities. 

 Committed to conservation as a way                                    

of doing business. 

 

 

 



Evolution of GreenCO’s BMPs 
 2002:   

 Worked together with many stakeholders to 

compile industry BMPs 

 Developed initial GreenCO BMP Manual 

 2004:   

 Updated BMP Manual  

 Developed training/certificate program  

 Spanish release 

 2008:   

 Revised and expanded Manual 

 Began development of broader 

sustainability focus 

 2010: 

 GreenCO BMPs included in Colorado 

WaterWise Guidebook for Municipal Water 

Conservation 

 2013 

 Produced informational Fact Sheets and 

“How-To” videos on how and when to water 



GreenCO BMP Manual 

 
 3rd Release – May 2008 

  “Voluntary” practices to: 

• reduce landscape water use  

• protect water quality 

• promote sustainable 
landscaping 

 These practices are the industry 
standard 

 Basis of training program 

 Available in English and Spanish 

 Complimentary manual sent to all 
covered entities in CO 

 Accompanied  by the 
“Opportunities for Integration into 
CWCB Conservation Plans” packet 

 

Free download at www.greenco.org  

http://www.greenco.org/


Effort Supported by Many Partners 

 
 Colorado Water Conservation Board 

• Funded 2008 release  

 Governor’s Office of Energy 
Management and Conservation  

 Colorado State University 

 Colorado State University Cooperative 
Extension 

 Colorado Water Resources Research 
Institute 

 Colorado WaterWise 

 Colorado Foundation for Water 
Education 

 CDPHE Non-Point Source Program 

 CDPHE Pollution Prevention Partnership 

 Irrigation Association 

 EPA WaterSense 

 Wright Water Engineers, Inc. 

 Vetted by 100+ green/blue professionals 

 

 

 

 

Governor Bill Owens  

2005  Proclamation of Support 



 

 

 

Integration of BMPs into Local Practice 

 Governor Bill Owens Proclamation in 
2005 

 Adopted and funded by CWCB and 
CDPHE 

 Documented in Statewide Water 
Supply Initiative (SWSI II) 

 Included in Colorado WaterWise’s 
Guidebook for Municipal Water 
Conservation in Colorado 

 BMPs adopted in HB 10-1338 and                 
SB 13-183  

 Adopted/integrated by many cities and 
municipalities 

 Basis for informational Fact Sheets 
and How-To videos in May 2013 

 

 

 

GreenCO BMPs are the standard for outdoor water use in Colorado 



 

 

 

2013 GreenCO BMP Outreach Efforts 

 Educational Fact Sheets 
 How your sprinkler system can save water 

and money 

 Water conserving tips for HOAs and large 

commercial properties 

 Xeriscape is not a garden, it’s a system 

 When and how to water your yard 

 Help your yard survive the drought 

 

 “How-To” Videos 
 Protecting your trees in a drought 

 Sprinkler tips to save water 

 Helping your yard weather drought 

conditions 

 Xeriscape is not a garden, it’s a system 



BMP cycle when integrated into local practice 

Sustainable Built 
Landscape 

City Adopts 
BMPs 

City Sets 
Standards 

Contractors Bid 
Per Standards 

Design, Install 
and Maintain per 

BMPs 



 

 

 

BMP Related Legislative Efforts 
 

•House Bill 10-1358:    
Water efficiency options in new 
homes   

•Senate Bill 13-183:         
HOAs can’t have covenants 
that prohibit Xeriscape  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Policy Commitments 

 Water quality and storage 

projects must be a state 

funding priority. 

 

 Water projects should be 

balanced to accomplish 

conservation, quality and 

storage. 

 

 We are committed to 

innovative methods that 

water is used, stored and 

leased.  



 

 

Questions? 
 

Brenda O’Brien 

Water Projects & BMP Outreach 

303.973.4026 

 

Kristen Fefes 

GreenCO Executive Team & Legislative Liaison 

303.757.5611 

 

Hicks and Associates 

Lobbyist 

303.916.4414 

 www.greenco.org  

http://www.greenco.org/

