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101 CONCERNING CONTINUATION OF THE EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATOR
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Bill Summary

(Note:  This summary applies to this bill as introduced and does
not reflect any amendments that may be subsequently adopted. If this bill
passes third reading in the house of introduction, a bill summary that
applies to the reengrossed version of this bill will be available at
http://www.leg.state.co.us/billsummaries.)

Early Childhood and School Readiness Legislative
Commission. The early childhood educator development scholarship
program (scholarship program) exists in current law to provide stipends
to offset the costs of obtaining associate degrees for persons who are
employed in early childhood education. The scholarship program is
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funded solely through federal grants and other gifts, grants, and
donations.

The bill expands the scholarship program to provide stipends to
offset the costs of obtaining any postsecondary degree or certificate in
early childhood education for a person employed in early childhood
education. The criteria for awarding stipends are expanded to include
consideration of the diversity of applicants and to allow the state board of
education to choose to award stipends only to applicants who serve
high-needs children.

The bill authorizes the appropriation of state moneys, including
state education fund moneys, to fund the scholarship program. The bill
repeals the provision that repeals the scholarship program if the
department of education does not receive grants or donations for the
scholarship program.

1 Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Colorado:

2 SECTION 1.  In Colorado Revised Statutes, amend 22-9.7-101

3 as follows:

4 22-9.7-101.  Early childhood educator development scholarship

5 program - creation - eligibility. Subject to the receipt of sufficient

6 moneys pursuant to section 22-9.7-103, There is hereby created in the

7 department of education, referred to in this article as the "department",

8 the early childhood educator development scholarship program, referred

9 to in this article as the "scholarship program", to award PROVIDE stipends

10 to assist persons employed in early childhood education in offsetting the

11 costs incurred in obtaining an associate of arts A POSTSECONDARY degree

12 OR CERTIFICATE in early childhood education The department shall award

13 stipends on a need basis, based on the criteria specified in section

14 22-9.7-102. The stipends shall be awarded on a yearly basis, and OR IN A

15 RELATED AREA. SUBJECT TO AVAILABLE APPROPRIATIONS, THE STATE

16 BOARD OF EDUCATION, REFERRED TO IN THIS ARTICLE AS THE "STATE

17 BOARD", SHALL ANNUALLY AWARD STIPENDS BASED ON THE CRITERIA
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1 SPECIFIED IN SECTION 22-9.7-102. Recipients shall MUST reapply each year

2 that they are enrolled in the associate of arts degree OR CERTIFICATE

3 program. The scholarships shall be paid ARE PAYABLE from any moneys

4 available in the early childhood educator development scholarship fund

5 created in section 22-9.7-103.

6 SECTION 2.  In Colorado Revised Statutes, amend 22-9.7-102

7 as follows:

8 22-9.7-102.  Scholarship program - rules - criteria for awards.

9 (1)  The department by rule, STATE BOARD shall collaborate with the

10 department of human services, the Colorado community college system,

11 and the office of information technology to establish, BY RULE, the

12 procedures by which a person may apply for a stipend through the

13 scholarship program. At a minimum, the rules shall MUST specify the

14 information a person shall MUST submit and the deadlines for submitting

15 the application.

16 (2)  The STATE BOARD, TAKING INTO ACCOUNT RECOMMENDATIONS

17 OF THE department, shall award stipends to an applicant based BASE THE

18 STIPEND AWARDS on the following criteria:

19 (a)  The applicant's demonstrated degree of financial need, based

20 on the resources of the applying person and the cost of the associate of

21 arts degree OR CERTIFICATE program for which the applicant requests a

22 stipend;

23 (b)  The applicant's demonstrated degree of professional need;

24 (c)  The quality of the associate of arts degree OR CERTIFICATE

25 program for which the applicant requests a stipend;

26 (d)  The applicant's commitment to teach in early childhood

27 education for at least two years after receiving the associate of arts degree
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1 OR CERTIFICATE;

2 (e)  The applicant's current employment in an early childhood

3 capacity; and

4 (f)  THE RACIAL, ETHNIC, AND CULTURAL DIVERSITY OF THE GROUP

5 OF PERSONS SELECTED TO RECEIVE STIPENDS TO ENSURE, TO THE EXTENT

6 PRACTICABLE, THAT THE DIVERSITY OF PERSONS WHO RECEIVE STIPENDS

7 REFLECTS THE DIVERSITY OF CHILDREN WHO RECEIVE EARLY CHILDHOOD

8 EDUCATION; AND

9 (f) (g)  Any other criteria adopted by rule of the department STATE

10 BOARD to identify applicants in the greatest need of assistance in

11 obtaining a regionally accredited associate of arts degree OR CERTIFICATE

12 to improve their performance as early childhood educators.

13 (3)  IN ADDITION TO THE CRITERIA SPECIFIED IN SUBSECTION (2) OF

14 THIS SECTION, THE STATE BOARD MAY CONSIDER THE POPULATION OF

15 CHILDREN SERVED BY AN APPLICANT AND MAY CHOOSE TO AWARD

16 STIPENDS ONLY TO APPLICANTS WHO SERVE HIGH-NEEDS CHILDREN, AS

17 DEFINED BY RULE OF THE STATE BOARD.

18 (3) (4)  The STATE BOARD, TAKING INTO ACCOUNT

19 RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE department, shall set the amount of each

20 stipend awarded based on the applicant's degree of need, the cost of the

21 associate of arts degree OR CERTIFICATE program for which the applicant

22 requests a stipend, the amount available in the early childhood educator

23 development scholarship fund for the applicable budget year, and the

24 anticipated number of persons who will apply to the scholarship program

25 in the course of the applicable budget year.

26 (4)  Repealed.

27 SECTION 3.  In Colorado Revised Statutes, amend 22-9.7-103

-4- DRAFT



1 as follows:

2 22-9.7-103.  Early childhood educator development scholarship

3 fund - created - legislative declaration. (1)  It is the intent of the general

4 assembly that any costs associated with implementing this article shall be

5 paid for by the receipt of any available federal moneys or other gifts,

6 grants, or donations and that no additional general fund moneys be

7 appropriated for the implementation of the grant program.

8 (2)  The department is authorized to seek, accept, and expend any

9 federal moneys or other gifts, grants, or donations for the purposes of this

10 article. If necessary, THE DEPARTMENT SHALL TRANSMIT any gifts, grants,

11 or donations shall be transmitted RECEIVED FOR THE PURPOSES OF THIS

12 ARTICLE to the state treasurer who shall credit them to the early childhood

13 educator development scholarship fund, which fund is hereby created and

14 referred to in this section as the "fund". THE FUND ALSO CONSISTS OF ANY

15 MONEYS THAT THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY MAY APPROPRIATE TO THE FUND,

16 INCLUDING ANY MONEYS FROM THE STATE EDUCATION FUND CREATED IN

17 SECTION 17 (4) OF ARTICLE IX OF THE STATE CONSTITUTION. 

18 (3)  The moneys in the fund shall be continuously appropriated

19 ARE SUBJECT TO ANNUAL APPROPRIATION to the department for the direct

20 and indirect costs associated with implementing this article. Any moneys

21 in the fund not expended for the purpose of this article may be invested

22 by the state treasurer as provided by law. All interest and income derived

23 from the investment and deposit of moneys in the fund shall be credited

24 to the fund. Any unexpended and unencumbered moneys remaining in the

25 fund at the end of a fiscal year shall MUST remain in the fund and shall not

26 be credited or transferred to the general fund or another fund.

27 (4)  The department shall MAY retain only the actual amount of
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1 direct and indirect costs necessary to implement this article.

2 (5)  THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY HEREBY DECLARES THAT, FOR

3 PURPOSES OF SECTION 17 OF ARTICLE IX OF THE STATE CONSTITUTION, THE 

4 SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM IS AN IMPORTANT ELEMENT IN IMPLEMENTING

5 ACCOUNTABLE EDUCATION REFORM AND EXPANDING THE AVAILABILITY

6 OF PRESCHOOL AND KINDERGARTEN PROGRAMS AND MAY THEREFORE

7 RECEIVE FUNDING FROM THE STATE EDUCATION FUND CREATED IN SECTION

8 17 (4) OF ARTICLE IX OF THE STATE CONSTITUTION.

9 SECTION 4.  In Colorado Revised Statutes, repeal 22-9.7-104 as

10 follows:

11 22-9.7-104.  Repeal of article. (1) (a)  On or before July 1, 2011,

12 or July 1 of any year thereafter, the executive director of the department

13 shall notify the revisor of statutes in writing if federal moneys are not

14 received and allocated to the department or if gifts, grants, and donations

15 are not received by the department to provide for the award of grants

16 pursuant to this article.

17 (b)  If the revisor of statutes does not receive notice pursuant to

18 paragraph (a) of this subsection (1), on July 1, 2011, or on July 1 of any

19 year thereafter, the executive director of the department shall notify the

20 revisor of statutes in writing if federal moneys or gifts, grants, or

21 donations are not available to continue to provide for the award of grants

22 pursuant to this article.

23 (2)  This article is repealed, effective the July 1 following the

24 receipt of the notice by the revisor of statutes pursuant to paragraph (a)

25 or (b) of subsection (1) of this section.

26 SECTION 5.  Safety clause. The general assembly hereby finds,
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1 determines, and declares that this act is necessary for the immediate

2 preservation of the public peace, health, and safety.
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A BILL FOR AN ACT

101 CONCERNING THE CREATION OF THE EARLY CHILDHOOD QUALITY

102 INCENTIVE PROGRAM FOR ENHANCING EARLY CHILDHOOD

103 EDUCATION.

Bill Summary

(Note:  This summary applies to this bill as introduced and does
not reflect any amendments that may be subsequently adopted. If this bill
passes third reading in the house of introduction, a bill summary that
applies to the reengrossed version of this bill will be available at
http://www.leg.state.co.us/billsummaries.)

Early Childhood and School Readiness Legislative
Commission. The bill creates, in the department of education
(department) and within the Colorado preschool program (CPP), the early
childhood quality incentive program (program). Through the program, an
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eligible school district may apply to the department for a grant to cover
the cost of a school-readiness quality rating for the its preschool program
and, based on the quality ratings that the district's preschool program
achieves, receive a quality improvement grant that the district must use
to enhance the quality of the district's preschool program.

Once every 2 years, school districts, based on the recommendation
of the school district's preschool program advisory council, may apply to
the department to participate in the program. A school district is eligible
to participate in the program only if it has established a preschool
program through the CPP that is in compliance with the requirements of
the CPP and is licensed by the department of human services. School
districts that contract out all or any portion of the school district's
preschool program to a head start or child care agency must allow the
head start or child care agency to participate in the program.

A preschool program site that is rated at level one, 2, or 3 will
receive a quality improvement grant for 2 years to be used in furtherance
of the district's quality improvement plan generated by the quality
improvement rating. A preschool program site that is rated at level 4 is
eligible to receive an additional per child reimbursement that is 10% of
the base per pupil revenue established for the CPP. A preschool program
site that is rated at level 5 is eligible to receive an additional per child
reimbursement that is 20% of the base per pupil revenue established for
the CPP.

Each district that participates in the program must report specified
information to the department after the second year in which the district
receives the quality improvement grant. In addition, the department must
include certain information about the program in its annual report to the
general assembly regarding the CPP. The state board of education must
promulgate rules to implement and operate the program.

1 Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Colorado:

2 SECTION 1.  In Colorado Revised Statutes, add 22-28-115 as

3 follows:

4 22-28-115. Early childhood quality incentive program -

5 legislative declaration - definitions - eligibility - grants - rules.

6 (1)  THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY FINDS THAT:

7 (a)  QUALITY PRESCHOOL PROGRAMS ARE VITAL TO THE HEALTH

8 AND WELL-BEING OF THE CHILDREN IN COLORADO;
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1 (b)  THE HUMAN CAPACITY TO DEVELOP AND CHANGE IS GREATEST

2 FROM BIRTH TO FIVE YEARS, WHEN THE BRAIN IS MOST MALLEABLE AND

3 ABLE TO CHANGE IN RESPONSE TO EDUCATION AND STIMULATION;

4 (c)  THE INVESTMENT MADE IN QUALITY PRESCHOOL BENEFITS

5 CHILDREN, PARENTS, AND THE COMMUNITY IN THE LONG TERM;

6 (d)  CHILDREN WHO PARTICIPATE IN THE COLORADO PRESCHOOL

7 PROGRAM ARE LESS LIKELY TO REPEAT A GRADE OR REQUIRE SPECIAL

8 EDUCATION SERVICES AND MORE LIKELY TO SHOW DESIRABLE ACADEMIC

9 GROWTH AND ACHIEVEMENT;

10 (e)  HIGH-QUALITY PRESCHOOL PROGRAMS ARE KNOWN TO RESULT

11 IN GREATER KINDERGARTEN READINESS AND ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT;

12 AND

13 (f)  GRANTS TO IMPROVE PRESCHOOL PROGRAMS RECOGNIZE AND

14 SUPPORT THE COST OF PROVIDING HIGH-QUALITY EARLY LEARNING,

15 ENSURE PRESCHOOL PROGRAM SUSTAINABILITY, AND RESULT IN A BETTER

16 RETURN ON THE MONEY INVESTED IN THE PRESCHOOL PROGRAM.

17 (2)  AS USED IN THIS SECTION, UNLESS THE CONTEXT OTHERWISE

18 REQUIRES:

19 (a)  "PER PUPIL REVENUE" MEANS THE SCHOOL DISTRICT PER PUPIL

20 FUNDING RATE ESTABLISHED UNDER THE "PUBLIC SCHOOL FINANCE ACT

21 OF 1994", ARTICLE 54 OF THIS TITLE, FOR CHILDREN ELIGIBLE TO

22 PARTICIPATE IN THE COLORADO PRESCHOOL PROGRAM OR PRESCHOOL

23 SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES.

24 (b)  "PRESCHOOL CLASSROOM" MEANS A DISTRICT OR

25 COMMUNITY-BASED CLASSROOM THAT SERVES ONE OR MORE

26 PRESCHOOL-AGE CHILDREN WHO ARE ELIGIBLE FOR THE COLORADO

27 PRESCHOOL PROGRAM OR PRESCHOOL SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES.
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1 (c)  "PRESCHOOL PROGRAM" MEANS A PRESCHOOL PROGRAM

2 ADMINISTERED BY A SCHOOL DISTRICT AND THAT OPERATES ACROSS A

3 VARIETY OF EARLY CHILDHOOD SETTINGS THAT SERVE CHILDREN WHO ARE

4 ELIGIBLE FOR THE COLORADO PRESCHOOL PROGRAM OR PRESCHOOL

5 SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES.

6 (d)  "PRESCHOOL PROGRAM SITE" MEANS A DISTRICT OR

7 COMMUNITY-BASED PRESCHOOL SITE THAT SERVES ONE OR MORE

8 PRESCHOOL-AGE CHILDREN WHO ARE ELIGIBLE FOR THE COLORADO

9 PRESCHOOL PROGRAM OR PRESCHOOL SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES.

10 (3)  THERE IS CREATED IN THE DEPARTMENT WITHIN THE

11 COLORADO PRESCHOOL PROGRAM THE EARLY CHILDHOOD QUALITY

12 INCENTIVE PROGRAM, REFERRED TO IN THIS SECTION AS THE "PROGRAM".

13 A SCHOOL DISTRICT IS AN ELIGIBLE SCHOOL DISTRICT FOR PURPOSES OF

14 THIS SECTION IF IT HAS ESTABLISHED A PRESCHOOL PROGRAM THROUGH

15 THIS ARTICLE THAT IS IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE

16 COLORADO PRESCHOOL PROGRAM AND IS LICENSED BY THE DEPARTMENT

17 OF HUMAN SERVICES PURSUANT TO ARTICLE 6 OF TITLE 26, C.R.S. AN

18 ELIGIBLE SCHOOL DISTRICT MAY APPLY TO THE DEPARTMENT TO RECEIVE

19 AN INITIAL GRANT TO PAY THE COST OF OBTAINING A SCHOOL-READINESS

20 QUALITY RATING PURSUANT TO SECTION 26-6.5-106 (5), C.R.S., FOR THE

21 DISTRICT'S PRESCHOOL PROGRAM SITES AND, BASED ON THE QUALITY

22 RATING THAT THE DISTRICT'S PRESCHOOL PROGRAM SITES ACHIEVE, TO

23 RECEIVE A QUALITY IMPROVEMENT GRANT THAT THE DISTRICT MUST USE

24 TO ENHANCE THE QUALITY OF THE DISTRICT'S PRESCHOOL PROGRAM.

25 (4) (a)  THE SCHOOL DISTRICT'S PRESCHOOL PROGRAM ADVISORY

26 COUNCIL SHALL ASSESS THE SCHOOL DISTRICT'S NEED TO PARTICIPATE IN

27 THE PROGRAM AND RECOMMEND TO THE BOARD OF EDUCATION WHETHER
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1 IT WOULD BE BENEFICIAL FOR THE SCHOOL DISTRICT TO APPLY TO THE

2 DEPARTMENT TO PARTICIPATE IN THE PROGRAM. FOR THE 2014-15 BUDGET

3 YEAR AND EVERY SECOND BUDGET YEAR THEREAFTER, AN ELIGIBLE

4 SCHOOL DISTRICT MAY, UPON RECOMMENDATION OF THE SCHOOL DISTRICT

5 PRESCHOOL PROGRAM ADVISORY COUNCIL, APPLY TO THE DEPARTMENT TO

6 PARTICIPATE IN THE PROGRAM. ONLY THE PRESCHOOL PROGRAM SITES

7 WITHIN THE SCHOOL DISTRICT'S PRESCHOOL PROGRAM IN WHICH ONE OR

8 MORE STUDENTS ARE ENROLLED THROUGH THE COLORADO PRESCHOOL

9 PROGRAM MAY PARTICIPATE IN THE PROGRAM.

10 (b)  IF, PURSUANT TO SECTION 22-28-109, A SCHOOL DISTRICT

11 CONTRACTS OUT ALL OR ANY PORTION OF THE SCHOOL DISTRICT'S

12 PRESCHOOL PROGRAM TO A HEAD START AGENCY OR TO ONE OR MORE

13 CHILD CARE AGENCIES, THE SCHOOL DISTRICT SHALL ALLOW THE HEAD

14 START AGENCY OR CHILD CARE AGENCIES TO PARTICIPATE IN THE

15 PROGRAM THROUGH THE SCHOOL DISTRICT. A SCHOOL DISTRICT THAT

16 PARTICIPATES IN THE PROGRAM SHALL ENSURE THAT THE PROPORTION OF

17 TOTAL CHILD CARE AGENCIES AND HEAD START PRESCHOOL CLASSROOMS

18 WITH WHICH THE SCHOOL DISTRICT CONTRACTS IS EQUAL TO THE

19 PROPORTION OF TOTAL PRESCHOOL CLASSROOMS IN THE SCHOOL DISTRICT

20 THAT PARTICIPATE IN THE PROGRAM.

21 (5) (a)  THE DEPARTMENT SHALL OPERATE THE PROGRAM ON A

22 TWO-YEAR BUDGET CYCLE. IN THE FIRST BUDGET YEAR, AN ELIGIBLE

23 SCHOOL DISTRICT MAY APPLY TO THE PROGRAM AND RECEIVE A GRANT TO

24 COVER THE COST OF RECEIVING SCHOOL READINESS QUALITY RATINGS FOR

25 ITS PRESCHOOL PROGRAM SITES AS PROVIDED IN SECTION 26-6.5-106,

26 C.R.S. A PRESCHOOL PROGRAM SITE THAT IS RATED AT LEVEL ONE, TWO,

27 OR THREE MAY RECEIVE A QUALITY IMPROVEMENT GRANT IN THE FIRST OR
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1 SECOND BUDGET YEARS OF THE CYCLE IN AN AMOUNT EQUAL TO THREE

2 THOUSAND DOLLARS PER PRESCHOOL CLASSROOM AT THE PROGRAM SITE.

3 THE DISTRICT MUST USE A GRANT RECEIVED PURSUANT TO THIS

4 SUBSECTION (5) EITHER TO RECEIVE A SCHOOL-READINESS QUALITY

5 RATING OR IN FURTHERANCE OF THE PRESCHOOL PROGRAM SITE'S QUALITY

6 IMPROVEMENT PLAN BASED UPON THE QUALITY IMPROVEMENT RATING.

7 INVESTMENTS IN ELEMENTS OF QUALITY MAY INCLUDE, BUT NEED NOT BE

8 LIMITED TO, COVERING TEACHER TRAINING AND EDUCATION COSTS,

9 IMPROVING QUALITY OF THE LEARNING ENVIRONMENT, UTILIZING MENTAL

10 HEALTH CONSULTATION, SUPPORTING SOCIAL EMOTIONAL DEVELOPMENT,

11 PROMOTING EFFECTIVE TEACHER-CHILD INTERACTIONS, AND PROMOTING

12 PARENT INVOLVEMENT ACTIVITIES.

13 (b)  A PRESCHOOL PROGRAM SITE THAT IS RATED AT LEVEL FOUR IS

14 ELIGIBLE TO RECEIVE AN ADDITIONAL PER CHILD REIMBURSEMENT EQUAL

15 TO TEN PERCENT OF THE BASE PER PUPIL REVENUE ESTABLISHED FOR THE

16 COLORADO PRESCHOOL PROGRAM. A PRESCHOOL PROGRAM SITE THAT IS

17 RATED AT LEVEL FIVE IS ELIGIBLE TO RECEIVE AN ADDITIONAL PER CHILD

18 REIMBURSEMENT EQUAL TO TWENTY PERCENT OF THE BASE PER PUPIL

19 REVENUE ESTABLISHED FOR THE COLORADO PRESCHOOL PROGRAM. THE

20 PER CHILD REIMBURSEMENT MUST BE DISTRIBUTED BASED UPON THE

21 NUMBER OF PRESCHOOL PROGRAM STUDENTS ENROLLED AT THE

22 PRESCHOOL PROGRAM SITE.

23 (c)  A SCHOOL DISTRICT PRESCHOOL PROGRAM CLASSROOM THAT

24 IS OPERATED BY A HEAD START OR CHILD CARE AGENCY PURSUANT TO

25 SECTION 22-28-109 AND THAT RECEIVES A QUALITY IMPROVEMENT GRANT

26 PURSUANT TO THE PROGRAM MUST RECEIVE ONE HUNDRED PERCENT OF

27 THE GRANT ALLOWED IN EACH YEAR OF THE PROGRAM.
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1 (6)  AT THE CONCLUSION OF THE SECOND BUDGET YEAR IN WHICH

2 A DISTRICT RECEIVES A QUALITY IMPROVEMENT GRANT PURSUANT TO THIS

3 SECTION, THE DISTRICT SHALL SUBMIT A REPORT TO THE DEPARTMENT

4 THAT INCLUDES THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION:

5 (a)  THE NUMBER OF PRESCHOOL PROGRAM SITES FOR WHICH THE

6 SCHOOL DISTRICT RECEIVED QUALITY IMPROVEMENT GRANTS PURSUANT

7 TO THE PROGRAM;

8 (b)  THE PURPOSES FOR WHICH THE DISTRICTS USED THE QUALITY

9 IMPROVEMENT GRANTS; AND

10 (c)  THE PROGRESS MADE BY THE SCHOOL DISTRICT IN INCREASING

11 THE QUALITY OF THE SCHOOL DISTRICT'S PRESCHOOL PROGRAM AS A

12 RESULT OF THE QUALITY IMPROVEMENT GRANTS.

13 (7)  IN ITS ANNUAL REPORT TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

14 REGARDING THE COLORADO PRESCHOOL PROGRAM, THE DEPARTMENT

15 SHALL INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION ABOUT THE EARLY

16 QUALITY INCENTIVE PROGRAM:

17 (a)  THE NUMBER OF DISTRICTS THAT APPLIED TO PARTICIPATE IN

18 THE PROGRAM AND THE NUMBER OF DISTRICTS THAT WERE APPROVED TO

19 PARTICIPATE IN THE PROGRAM;

20 (b)  THE NUMBER OF PRESCHOOL PROGRAM SITES THAT ACHIEVED

21 A QUALITY RATING AS A RESULT OF THE PROGRAM AND THE QUALITY

22 LEVELS OF THE PRESCHOOL PROGRAM SITES THAT WERE RATED;

23 (c)  THE NUMBER OF QUALITY IMPROVEMENT GRANTS THAT WERE

24 AWARDED; AND

25 (d)  BASED ON THE INFORMATION PROVIDED IN THE DISTRICTS'

26 REPORTS TO THE DEPARTMENT PURSUANT TO SUBSECTION (6) OF THIS

27 SECTION, THE WAYS IN WHICH THE DISTRICTS USED THE QUALITY
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1 IMPROVEMENT GRANTS TO IMPROVE QUALITY IN THEIR PRESCHOOL

2 PROGRAMS.

3 (8)  THE STATE BOARD SHALL PROMULGATE RULES FOR THE

4 IMPLEMENTATION OF THIS SECTION. THE RULES MUST BE PROMULGATED

5 IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE "STATE ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURE ACT",

6 ARTICLE 4 OF TITLE 24, C.R.S., AND MUST ESTABLISH THE FOLLOWING:

7 (a)  AN APPLICATION PROCESS THROUGH WHICH AN ELIGIBLE

8 SCHOOL DISTRICT MAY APPLY TO THE PROGRAM, WHICH PROCESS IS

9 CREATED IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE COLORADO DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN

10 SERVICES AND COMPLIES WITH COLORADO PRESCHOOL PROGRAM

11 REQUIREMENTS, STATE LICENCING REQUIREMENTS, AND THE STATE'S

12 QUALITY RATING AND IMPROVEMENT SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS;

13 (b)  AN APPLICATION TIMELINE TO ENSURE THAT ALL ELIGIBLE

14 SCHOOL DISTRICTS THAT CHOOSE TO PARTICIPATE IN THE PROGRAM APPLY

15 IN THE FIRST YEAR OF THE PROGRAM'S TWO-YEAR CYCLE AND RECEIVE A

16 QUALITY RATING IN THE FIRST YEAR;

17 (c)  THE DEADLINE BY WHICH EACH SCHOOL DISTRICT THAT

18 PARTICIPATES IN THE PROGRAM MUST SUBMIT A REPORT TO THE

19 DEPARTMENT AS REQUIRED IN SUBSECTION (6) OF THIS SECTION;

20 (d)  A PROCESS AND CRITERIA FOR SELECTING SCHOOL DISTRICTS

21 TO PARTICIPATE IN THE PROGRAM IF THE NUMBER OF SCHOOL DISTRICTS

22 THAT APPLY TO THE PROGRAM EXCEEDS THE NUMBER OF SCHOOL

23 DISTRICTS THAT MAY PARTICIPATE IN THE PROGRAM BASED ON THE

24 AVAILABLE FUNDING AND RESOURCES FOR THE PROGRAM; AND

25 (e)  ANY OTHER RULES DEEMED NECESSARY TO IMPLEMENT AND

26 OPERATE THE PROGRAM.

27 (9) (a)  FOR THE 2014-15 BUDGET YEAR AND EACH BUDGET YEAR
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1 THEREAFTER, THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY SHALL ANNUALLY APPROPRIATE

2 MONEYS FROM THE STATE EDUCATION FUND OR ANY OTHER SOURCE TO

3 THE DEPARTMENT FOR THE PURPOSES OF THIS SECTION.

4 (b)  THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY HEREBY FINDS AND DECLARES THAT,

5 FOR THE PURPOSES OF SECTION 17 OF ARTICLE IX OF THE STATE

6 CONSTITUTION, THE EARLY CHILDHOOD QUALITY INCENTIVE PROGRAM

7 WITHIN THE COLORADO PRESCHOOL PROGRAM IS A PROGRAM FOR

8 ACCOUNTABLE EDUCATION REFORM AND MAY THEREFORE RECEIVE

9 FUNDING FROM THE STATE EDUCATION FUND CREATED IN SECTION 17 (4)

10 OF ARTICLE IX OF THE STATE CONSTITUTION.

11 SECTION 2.  Safety clause. The general assembly hereby finds,

12 determines, and declares that this act is necessary for the immediate

13 preservation of the public peace, health, and safety.
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child care assistance program, the duration of the child care authorization
notice, which authorizes payment of child care costs, is the same as the
period for which the child's family is eligible for child care assistance.
However, the state board of human services, by rule, may identify specific
circumstances in which the authorization notice term may be less than the
full period of eligibility. A county may reduce the number of families
served by the child care assistance program if necessary to avoid
overspending its child care block grant allocation for a fiscal year.

1 Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Colorado:

2 SECTION 1.  In Colorado Revised Statutes, 26-2-805, add (1) (e)

3 (I.5) as follows:

4 26-2-805.  Services - eligibility - assistance provided - rules.

5 (1) (e) (I.5)  TO THE EXTENT PRACTICABLE, THE DURATION OF THE CHILD

6 CARE AUTHORIZATION NOTICE, AS DEFINED BY RULE OF THE STATE BOARD,

7 FOR A CHILD WHO IS ENROLLED IN THE COLORADO CHILD CARE

8 ASSISTANCE PROGRAM MUST BE THE SAME AS THE CHILD CARE ASSISTANCE

9 ELIGIBILITY PERIOD FOR THE CHILD'S FAMILY; EXCEPT THAT, UNDER

10 SPECIFIC, LIMITED CIRCUMSTANCES DESCRIBED BY RULE OF THE STATE

11 BOARD, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO JOB-SEARCH PERIODS, THE

12 DURATION OF THE AUTHORIZATION NOTICE MAY BE LESS THAN THE

13 FAMILY'S FULL PERIOD OF ELIGIBILITY. A COUNTY MAY REDUCE THE

14 NUMBER OF FAMILIES SERVED PURSUANT TO THIS PART 8 IF NECESSARY TO

15 ENSURE THAT THE COUNTY, IN IMPLEMENTING THE PROVISIONS OF THIS

16 SUBPARAGRAPH (I.5), DOES NOT EXCEED THE AMOUNT OF THE COUNTY

17 BLOCK GRANT FOR THE COLORADO CHILD CARE ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

18 ALLOCATED TO THE COUNTY PURSUANT TO SECTION 26-2-804 FOR THE

19 APPLICABLE FISCAL YEAR.

20 SECTION 2.  Safety clause. The general assembly hereby finds,
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1 determines, and declares that this act is necessary for the immediate

2 preservation of the public peace, health, and safety.
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Early Childhood and School Readiness Legislative
Commission. The bill directs the department of education to work with
the state department of human services and the office of information
technology to establish procedures to link the student data collected by
publicly funded early childhood education programs with the student data
collected by school districts and public schools. The departments and the
office must begin implementing the procedures by October 1, 2014. If
necessary, the state board of education and the state board of human
services may promulgate rules to implement the procedures. The
department of education may receive state education fund moneys to
implement the procedures.

The early childhood and school readiness legislative commission
must meet annually with persons from the department of education and
the state department of human services to receive a briefing on the
departments' progress in linking the student data.

1 Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Colorado:

2 SECTION 1.  In Colorado Revised Statutes, 22-2-134, amend (4);

3 repeal (2); and add (5) and (6) as follows:

4 22-2-134.  Early childhood education - data - interagency

5 agreement - rules - legislative declaration. (2)  The working group shall

6 adopt protocols by which the department of education, the department of

7 human services, school districts, charter schools, the early childhood

8 councils, as described in section 26-6.5-103.3, C.R.S., and the early

9 childhood care and education councils, as defined in section 26-6.5-101.5

10 (6), C.R.S., shall cooperate in assigning the uniquely identifying student

11 numbers. The working group shall also consider methods by which to

12 encourage and facilitate the assignment of uniquely identifying student

13 numbers to students who are receiving early childhood education services

14 that are not subsidized by state or federal funding.

15 (4)  Following adoption of the protocols, THE DEPARTMENT OF

16 EDUCATION SHALL WORK WITH THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN
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1 SERVICES AND THE OFFICE OF INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY TO ESTABLISH

2 AND IMPLEMENT PROCEDURES TO LINK THE STUDENT DATA COLLECTED BY

3 PUBLICLY FUNDED EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION PROGRAMS WITH THE

4 STUDENT DATA COLLECTED BY SCHOOL DISTRICTS AND PUBLIC SCHOOLS

5 IN COLORADO. THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION SHALL BEGIN

6 IMPLEMENTING THE PROCEDURES BY OCTOBER 1, 2014. The state board

7 of education shall MAY promulgate rules pursuant to the "State

8 Administrative Procedure Act", article 4 of title 24, C.R.S., as IF

9 necessary for the assignment of uniquely identifying student numbers to

10 students receiving early childhood education services TO IMPLEMENT THE

11 PROCEDURES. IF the state board PROMULGATES RULES AS PROVIDED IN

12 THIS SUBSECTION (4), IT shall collaborate with the state board of human

13 services in promulgating rules as provided in this subsection (4) to ensure

14 that they THE RULES do not conflict with any rules promulgated by the

15 state board of human services pursuant to section 26-6-121, C.R.S.

16 (5)  FOR PURPOSES OF THIS SECTION, "PUBLICLY FUNDED EARLY

17 CHILDHOOD EDUCATION PROGRAMS" INCLUDE, BUT NEED NOT BE LIMITED

18 TO:

19 (a)  A HEAD START PROGRAM;

20 (b)  EARLY INTERVENTION SERVICES FUNDED THROUGH PART C OF

21 THE FEDERAL "INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES EDUCATION ACT", 20

22 U.S.C. SEC. 1400 ET SEQ.;

23 (c)  AN EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION PROGRAM THAT IS

24 AVAILABLE THROUGH THE COLORADO CHILD CARE ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

25 AS PROVIDED IN PART 8 OF ARTICLE 2 OF TITLE 26, C.R.S.; AND

26 (d)  AN EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION PROGRAM THAT RECEIVES

27 FUNDING THROUGH THE SCHOOL-READINESS QUALITY IMPROVEMENT
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1 PROGRAM PURSUANT TO SECTION 26-6.5-106, C.R.S.

2 (6) (a)  THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY FINDS THAT LINKING THE

3 STUDENT DATA COLLECTED BY PUBLICLY FUNDED EARLY CHILDHOOD

4 EDUCATION PROGRAMS WITH THE STUDENT DATA COLLECTED BY SCHOOL

5 DISTRICTS AND PUBLIC SCHOOLS IS NECESSARY FOR THE ANALYSIS OF

6 PUBLICLY FUNDED EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION PROGRAMS AND TO

7 MEASURE THE RETURN TO THE STATE ON INVESTMENTS IN EARLY

8 CHILDHOOD EDUCATION, THE EFFECTIVENESS OF EARLY CHILDHOOD

9 EDUCATION IN PREPARING STUDENTS FOR KINDERGARTEN, THE LONGEVITY

10 OF THE EFFECTS OF EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION, AND STUDENTS'

11 ACADEMIC GROWTH FROM PRESCHOOL THROUGH SECONDARY SCHOOL AND

12 HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION.

13 (b)  THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY DECLARES THAT, FOR PURPOSES OF

14 ARTICLE IX OF THE STATE CONSTITUTION, LINKING STUDENT DATA

15 COLLECTED BY PUBLICLY FUNDED EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION

16 PROGRAMS WITH STUDENT DATA COLLECTED BY SCHOOL DISTRICTS AND

17 PUBLIC SCHOOLS IN THE STATE IS AN IMPORTANT ELEMENT IN

18 IMPLEMENTING ACCOUNTABILITY REPORTING AND MAY THEREFORE

19 RECEIVE FUNDING FROM THE STATE EDUCATION FUND CREATED IN SECTION

20 17 (4) OF ARTICLE IX OF THE STATE CONSTITUTION.

21 SECTION 2.  In Colorado Revised Statutes, 26-6-121, amend (3);

22 repeal (2); and add (4) as follows:

23 26-6-121.  Early childhood education - data - interagency

24 agreement - rules. (2)  The working group shall adopt protocols by

25 which the department of education, the department of human services,

26 school districts, charter schools, the early childhood councils, as

27 described in section 26-6.5-103.3, and the early childhood care and
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1 education councils, as defined in section 26-6.5-101.5 (6), shall cooperate

2 in assigning the uniquely identifying student numbers. The working group

3 shall also consider methods by which to encourage and facilitate the

4 assignment of uniquely identifying student numbers to students who are

5 receiving early childhood education services that are not subsidized by

6 state or federal funding.

7 (3)  Following adoption of the protocols, THE STATE DEPARTMENT

8 OF HUMAN SERVICES SHALL WORK WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

9 AND THE OFFICE OF INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY TO ESTABLISH AND

10 IMPLEMENT PROCEDURES TO LINK THE STUDENT DATA COLLECTED BY

11 PUBLICLY FUNDED EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION PROGRAMS WITH THE

12 STUDENT DATA COLLECTED BY THE SCHOOL DISTRICTS AND PUBLIC

13 SCHOOLS IN COLORADO. THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES

14 SHALL BEGIN IMPLEMENTING THE PROCEDURES BY OCTOBER 1, 2014. The

15 state board shall MAY promulgate rules pursuant to the "State

16 Administrative Procedure Act", article 4 of title 24, C.R.S., as IF

17 necessary for the assignment of uniquely identifying student numbers to

18 students receiving early childhood education services TO IMPLEMENT THE

19 PROCEDURES. IF the state board PROMULGATES RULES AS PROVIDED IN

20 THIS SUBSECTION (3), IT shall collaborate with the state board of education

21 in promulgating necessary rules to ensure that they THE RULES do not

22 conflict with any rules promulgated by the state board of education

23 pursuant to section 22-2-134, C.R.S.

24 (4)  FOR PURPOSES OF THIS SECTION, "PUBLICLY FUNDED EARLY

25 CHILDHOOD EDUCATION PROGRAMS" INCLUDE, BUT NEED NOT BE LIMITED

26 TO:

27 (a)  A HEAD START PROGRAM;
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1 (b)  EARLY INTERVENTION SERVICES FUNDED THROUGH PART C OF

2 THE FEDERAL "INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES EDUCATION ACT", 20

3 U.S.C. SEC. 1400 ET SEQ.;

4 (c)  AN EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION PROGRAM THAT IS

5 AVAILABLE THROUGH THE COLORADO CHILD CARE ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

6 AS PROVIDED IN PART 8 OF ARTICLE 2 OF THIS TITLE; AND

7 (d)  AN EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION PROGRAM THAT RECEIVES

8 FUNDING THROUGH THE SCHOOL-READINESS QUALITY IMPROVEMENT

9 PROGRAM PURSUANT TO SECTION 26-6.5-106.

10 SECTION 3.  In Colorado Revised Statutes, 24-37.5-105, amend

11 (3) (k) and (3) (l); and add (3) (m) as follows:

12 24-37.5-105.  Office - responsibilities - rules - repeal. (3)  The

13 office shall:

14 (k)  Develop a comprehensive risk assessment that will be applied

15 to every new information technology project to assess risk levels related

16 to the project and determine whether the project should be classified as

17 a major information technology project; and

18 (l)  Assist the joint technology committee as necessary to facilitate

19 the committee's oversight of the office; AND

20 (m)  WORK WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION AND THE STATE

21 DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES TO ESTABLISH AND IMPLEMENT

22 PROCEDURES TO LINK THE STUDENT DATA COLLECTED BY PUBLICLY

23 FUNDED EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION PROGRAMS WITH THE STUDENT

24 DATA COLLECTED BY THE SCHOOL DISTRICTS AND PUBLIC SCHOOLS IN

25 COLORADO. THE OFFICE SHALL BEGIN IMPLEMENTING THE PROCEDURES BY

26 OCTOBER 1, 2014.

27 SECTION 4.  In Colorado Revised Statutes, 26-6.5-203, add (2)
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1 (a.5) as follows:

2 26-6.5-203.  Early childhood and school readiness legislative

3 commission - creation - membership - duties - funding.

4 (2) (a.5)  BEGINNING IN 2014, THE COMMISSION SHALL ANNUALLY MEET

5 WITH PERSONS FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION AND THE STATE

6 DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES TO RECEIVE A BRIEFING ON THE

7 DEPARTMENTS' PROGRESS IN IMPLEMENTING THE PROCESS REQUIRED IN

8 SECTION 22-2-134, C.R.S., AND SECTION 26-6-121 FOR LINKING THE

9 STUDENT DATA COLLECTED BY PUBLICLY FUNDED EARLY CHILDHOOD

10 EDUCATION PROGRAMS WITH THE STUDENT DATA COLLECTED BY SCHOOL

11 DISTRICTS AND PUBLIC SCHOOLS AND THE DEPARTMENTS' USE OF THE

12 DATA IN ANALYZING EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION PROGRAMS.

13 SECTION 5.  Safety clause. The general assembly hereby finds,

14 determines, and declares that this act is necessary for the immediate

15 preservation of the public peace, health, and safety.
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HOUSE BILL 13-1007

BY REPRESENTATIVE(S) Peniston, Exum, Fields, Fischer, Ginal,
Hamner, Hullinghorst, Labuda, Lebsock, Lee, Melton, Mitsch Bush, Pabon,
Primavera, Rosenthal, Salazar, Vigil, Williams, Young, Ferrandino, Court,
Duran, Moreno, Schafer;
also SENATOR(S) Hudak, Aguilar, Giron, Guzman, Hodge, Jones, Kefalas,
Newell, Nicholson, Steadman, Tochtrop, Todd, Ulibarri.

CONCERNING RECREATION OF THE EARLY CHILDHOOD AND SCHOOL

READINESS LEGISLATIVE COMMISSION.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Colorado:

SECTION 1.  In Colorado Revised Statutes, recreate and reenact,
with amendments, part 2 of article 6.5 of title 26 as follows:

PART 2
EARLY CHILDHOOD AND SCHOOL

READINESS LEGISLATIVE
COMMISSION

26-6.5-201.  Short title. THIS PART 2 SHALL BE KNOWN AND MAY BE

CITED AS THE "EARLY CHILDHOOD AND SCHOOL READINESS LEGISLATIVE

COMMISSION ACT".

NOTE: The governor signed this measure on 6/5/2013.

________
Capital letters indicate new material added to existing statutes; dashes through words indicate
deletions from existing statutes and such material not part of act.



26-6.5-202.  Legislative declaration. (1)  THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

FINDS THAT:

(a)  THE MOST ECONOMICALLY EFFICIENT TIME TO DEVELOP

CHILDREN'S SKILLS AND SOCIAL ABILITIES IS IN THE VERY EARLY YEARS

WHEN DEVELOPMENTAL EDUCATION ACROSS ALL OF THE FOUR DOMAINS OF

EARLY LEARNING, FAMILY SUPPORT AND EDUCATION, HEALTH CARE,
SOCIAL-EMOTIONAL HEALTH, AND MENTAL HEALTH, CAN HAVE THE MOST

EFFECT;

(b)  CHILDREN, FAMILIES, AND SOCIETY BENEFIT FROM QUALITY

INVESTMENTS IN EARLY CHILDHOOD DEVELOPMENT AND LEARNING.
COMPREHENSIVE EARLY CHILDHOOD DEVELOPMENT PROVIDES CHILDREN

AND THEIR FAMILIES WITH THE RESOURCES THEY NEED FOR EARLY

NURTURING AND FOR EARLY LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT AND LEARNING

EXPERIENCES AND THE PHYSICAL HEALTH SUPPORTS THEY NEED TO HELP

THEM ARRIVE AT SCHOOL THRIVING AND READY TO LEARN.

(c)  HIGH-QUALITY EARLY CHILDHOOD CARE AND EDUCATION DURING

THE CRUCIAL GROWTH YEARS FROM BIRTH TO FIVE YEARS OF AGE IS

NECESSARY TO ENABLE CHILDREN TO SUCCEED WHEN THEY START

KINDERGARTEN AND AS THEY CONTINUE THEIR EDUCATION;

(d)  RESEARCH DEMONSTRATES THAT PARENTAL SUPPORT AND

INVOLVEMENT, COMBINED WITH A HIGH-QUALITY PRESCHOOL EDUCATION

PROGRAM, INCREASES STUDENTS' SCHOOL READINESS AND ACHIEVEMENT IN

KINDERGARTEN AND SIGNIFICANTLY CONTRIBUTES TO OVERCOMING THE

EFFECTS OF STUDENTS' VARYING SOCIO-ECONOMIC CIRCUMSTANCES; AND

(e)  RESEARCH FURTHER SHOWS THAT IMPROVING EDUCATIONAL

PERFORMANCE THROUGH IMPROVED SCHOOL READINESS COSTS MUCH LESS

THAN SPECIAL EDUCATION, REMEDIATION, AND GRADE RETENTION.

(2)  THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY CONCLUDES THEREFORE THAT IT IS IN

THE BEST INTERESTS OF THE STATE TO CREATE A LEGISLATIVE COMMISSION

TO MEET ON A REGULAR BASIS THROUGHOUT THE YEAR TO STUDY ISSUES

AND RECOMMEND LEGISLATION CONCERNING EARLY CHILDHOOD AND

SCHOOL READINESS, INCLUDING HEALTH CARE, MENTAL HEALTH, PARENTAL

INVOLVEMENT, FAMILY SUPPORT, CHILD CARE, AND EARLY LEARNING.
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26-6.5-203.  Early childhood and school readiness legislative
commission - creation - membership - duties - funding. (1) (a)  THERE IS

CREATED A LEGISLATIVE COMMISSION FOR POLICY IMPROVEMENT RELATED

TO EARLY CHILDHOOD AND SCHOOL READINESS, INCLUDING THE AREAS OF

HEALTH, MENTAL HEALTH, PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT, FAMILY SUPPORT,
CHILD CARE, AND EARLY LEARNING, REFERRED TO IN THIS ARTICLE AS THE

"COMMISSION".

(b)  THE COMMISSION CONSISTS OF SIX MEMBERS, APPOINTED FOR

TERMS OF THREE YEARS; EXCEPT THAT, OF THE MEMBERS FIRST APPOINTED,
TWO MEMBERS SHALL BE APPOINTED FOR ONE-YEAR TERMS, TWO MEMBERS

SHALL BE APPOINTED FOR TWO-YEAR TERMS, AND TWO MEMBERS SHALL BE

APPOINTED FOR THREE-YEAR TERMS. THE APPOINTING AUTHORITIES SHALL

JOINTLY DETERMINE WHICH COMMISSION MEMBERS SERVE REDUCED TERMS.
EACH COMMISSION MEMBER SERVES AT THE PLEASURE OF THE APPLICABLE

APPOINTING AUTHORITY. VACANCIES SHALL BE FILLED BY APPOINTMENT OF

THE ORIGINAL APPOINTING AUTHORITY FOR THE REMAINDER OF THE

UNEXPIRED TERM. INITIAL APPOINTMENTS TO THE COMMISSION SHALL BE

MADE ON OR BEFORE JULY 1, 2013, AS FOLLOWS:

(I)  THE PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE SHALL APPOINT TWO SENATORS

TO SERVE ON THE COMMISSION, ONE OF WHOM SERVES ON THE SENATE

EDUCATION COMMITTEE, OR ANY SUCCESSOR COMMITTEE, AND ONE OF

WHOM SERVES ON THE SENATE HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE,
OR ANY SUCCESSOR COMMITTEE;

(II)  THE MINORITY LEADER OF THE SENATE SHALL APPOINT ONE

SENATOR TO SERVE ON THE COMMISSION WHO ALSO SERVES ON THE SENATE

EDUCATION COMMITTEE, OR ANY SUCCESSOR COMMITTEE;

(III)  THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES SHALL

APPOINT TWO REPRESENTATIVES TO SERVE ON THE COMMISSION, ONE OF

WHOM SERVES ON THE EDUCATION COMMITTEE OF THE HOUSE OF

REPRESENTATIVES, OR ANY SUCCESSOR COMMITTEE, AND ONE OF WHOM

SERVES ON THE PUBLIC HEALTH CARE AND HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE OF

THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, OR ANY SUCCESSOR COMMITTEE; AND

(IV)  THE MINORITY LEADER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

SHALL APPOINT ONE REPRESENTATIVE TO SERVE ON THE COMMISSION WHO

ALSO SERVES ON THE EDUCATION COMMITTEE OF THE HOUSE OF
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REPRESENTATIVES, OR ANY SUCCESSOR COMMITTEE.

(c)  THE PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE SHALL SELECT THE FIRST CHAIR

OF THE COMMISSION, AND THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

SHALL SELECT THE FIRST VICE-CHAIR. THE CHAIR AND VICE-CHAIR SHALL

ALTERNATE ANNUALLY THEREAFTER BETWEEN THE TWO HOUSES. THE CHAIR

AND VICE-CHAIR OF THE COMMISSION MAY ESTABLISH SUCH

ORGANIZATIONAL AND PROCEDURAL RULES AS ARE NECESSARY FOR THE

OPERATION OF THE COMMISSION.

(d)  NOTWITHSTANDING THE PROVISIONS OF SECTION 2-2-307, C.R.S.,
THE MEMBERS OF THE COMMISSION SHALL NOT RECEIVE COMPENSATION OR

REIMBURSEMENT FOR EXPENSES INCURRED IN FULFILLING THE DUTIES OF THE

COMMISSION.

(2) (a)  THE COMMISSION SHALL MEET AT LEAST FOUR TIMES

ANNUALLY. THE COMMISSION SHALL STUDY ISSUES CONCERNING EARLY

CHILDHOOD AND SCHOOL READINESS, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO

HEALTH CARE, MENTAL HEALTH, PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT, FAMILY

SUPPORT, CHILD CARE, AND EARLY LEARNING. THE COMMISSION SHALL

SOLICIT INPUT FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC, ESPECIALLY THOSE

INDIVIDUALS WITH EXPERTISE RELATED TO EARLY CHILDHOOD AND SCHOOL

READINESS ISSUES, TO AID THE COMMISSION IN ITS WORK. THE COMMISSION

SHALL CONSULT WITH THE EARLY CHILDHOOD LEADERSHIP COMMISSION,
CREATED IN SECTION 24-44.7-102, C.R.S., WITH REGARD TO POLICIES

CONCERNING EARLY CHILDHOOD AND SCHOOL READINESS.

(b)  THE COMMISSION MAY ACCEPT IN-KIND DONATIONS IN THE FORM

OF ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT FROM ONE OR MORE NONPROFIT

ORGANIZATIONS.

(c)  THE COMMISSION SHALL REPORT TO THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

BY THE DATE SPECIFIED IN JOINT RULE 24 (b)(1)(D). THE REPORT MAY

INCLUDE RECOMMENDATIONS FOR LEGISLATION, INCLUDING BUT NOT

LIMITED TO LEGISLATION CONTINUING THE COMMISSION AND AN

EXPLANATION OF THE ADDITIONAL TIME AND PROCEDURES THAT THE

COMMISSION MAY REQUIRE TO ACHIEVE THE COMMISSION'S STUDY GOALS.
LEGISLATION THAT THE COMMISSION RECOMMENDS SHALL BE TREATED AS

LEGISLATION RECOMMENDED BY AN INTERIM COMMITTEE FOR THE PURPOSES

OF THE INTRODUCTION DEADLINES AND BILL LIMITATIONS IMPOSED BY THE
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JOINT RULES OF THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

26-6.5-204.  Repeal of part. THIS PART 2 IS REPEALED, EFFECTIVE

JULY 1, 2018.

SECTION 2.  In Colorado Revised Statutes, 26-6.5-106, amend (5)
introductory portion and (9) (b) as follows:

26-6.5-106.  School-readiness quality improvement program.
(5)  School-readiness quality rating system. The state early childhood and
school-readiness LEGISLATIVE commission created pursuant to section
26-6-304 IN SECTION 26-6.5-203 shall adopt a voluntary school-readiness
quality rating system. Such THE rating system shall measure the level of
preparedness of and quality of services provided by an early care and
education provider to prepare children to enter elementary school. The
school-readiness quality rating system shall:

(9)  Evaluation - report. (b)  On or before April 1, 2009, and on or
before April 1 every three years thereafter, the state department, or any
private entity with which the state department is hereby authorized to
contract for this purpose, shall submit a consolidated statewide report, based
upon the reports prepared and submitted by the early childhood care and
education councils, addressing the items set forth in paragraph (a) of this
subsection (9) to the state early childhood and school-readiness
LEGISLATIVE commission and to the members of the education committees
of the house of representatives and the senate of the general assembly. 

SECTION 3.  In Colorado Revised Statutes, 26-6.5-203, amend as
added by House Bill 13-1007 (2) (a) as follows:

26-6.5-203.  Early childhood and school readiness legislative
commission - creation - membership - duties - funding. (2) (a)  The
commission shall meet at least four times annually. The commission shall
study issues concerning early childhood and school readiness, including but
not limited to health care, mental health, parental involvement, family
support, child care, and early learning. The commission shall solicit input
from members of the public, especially those individuals with expertise
related to early childhood and school readiness issues, to aid the
commission in its work. The commission shall consult with the early
childhood leadership commission, created in section 24-44.7-102, C.R.S.

PAGE 5-HOUSE BILL 13-1007



26-6.2-103, with regard to policies concerning early childhood and school
readiness.

SECTION 4.  Effective date. This act takes effect upon passage;
except that section 3 of this act takes effect only if House Bill 13-1117 is
enacted and becomes law, in which case section 3 of this act takes effect
July 1, 2013.

SECTION 5.  Safety clause. The general assembly hereby finds,
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determines, and declares that this act is necessary for the immediate
preservation of the public peace, health, and safety.

____________________________ ____________________________
Mark Ferrandino John P. Morse
SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE PRESIDENT OF
OF REPRESENTATIVES THE SENATE

____________________________  ____________________________
Marilyn Eddins Cindi L. Markwell
CHIEF CLERK OF THE HOUSE SECRETARY OF
OF REPRESENTATIVES THE SENATE

            APPROVED________________________________________

                              _________________________________________
                              John W. Hickenlooper
                              GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF COLORADO
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