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STAFF SUMMARY OF MEETING

TRANSPORTATION LEGISLATION REVIEW COMMITTEE
Date: 09/10/2013 ATTENDANCE

Time: 03:03 PM to 05:01 PM Baumgardner
Buck
Place: Steamboat Springs, Colorado Coram
Everett
This Meseting was called to order by Fischer
Representative Tyler Jones
King
This Report was prepared by Kraft-Tharp
Kristen Johnson Lawrence

Lee
Mitsch Bush

Moreno
Peniston

Primavera

Scott

Todd

Heath

Tyler

X = Present, E = Excused, A = Absent, * = Present after roll call

Bills Addressed: Action Taken:

TLRC Field Hearing Steamboat Springs Witness Testimony and/or Committee Discussion Only

03:30PM -- TLRC Field Hearing Steamboat Springs

Representative Tyler, chair, called the meeting to order and welcomed the members of the committee and
the audience. No roll call wastaken. The members of the committee introduced themselves and told the area of the
state that they represent. Committee staff introduced themselves. Representative Tyler discussed the purpose of the
meeting and welcomed the public to sign up to testify.

03:34 PM

Representative Tyler invited Commissioner Kathy Connell, Colorado Transportation Commission, and Mr.
Joe Elsen, Colorado Department of Transportation (CDOT), to the table to brief the committee. Commissioner
Connéll thanked the committee and said that the safe passage of cars and bikesis critical and that many of the city's
employees live outside of the town. She said that US 40 isacritical route for Steamboat Springs' citizens. She
talked about work being done on State Highway 131.



Transportation Legislation Review Committee (09/10/2013) Final

Mr. Elsen continued the presentation and provided an overview of the region's demographics and discussed
current projects being undertaken. Commissioner Connell said that whenever something happens on Interstate 70
(1-70), truck traffic comes through Steamboat Springs and has a huge impact on the road conditions and on traffic
flows. The committee discussed projects on State Highway 13.

Commissioner Connell said that the Colorado Transportation Commission is looking at new ways to rate
the quality of roads. She discussed the Twin Tunnels project.

03:55 PM

Representative Tyler invited the panel from Routt County to the table. Mr. Dave Ruppel, Director, Y ampa
Valley Regional Airport, and Mr. Mike Mordi, Road and Bridge Director, Routt County, came to the table to brief
the committee. A handout was provided to the committee (Attachment A]. Mr. Ruppel discussed the importance if
the airport in the community and said that roughly 25 percent of sales tax revenue to the county come through the
airport and that 450 people work at the airport. He discussed the CDOT Aeronautics study, stating that Routt
County isin the process of completing the most current one. He said that there is no tax impact from the state for
the operation of CDOT Aeronautics, but that their impact on the community is huge. In response to a question from
Representative Mitsch Bush, Mr. Ruppel discussed location-neutral businesses and flight guarantees. He said that
there are a growing number of people who move to Steamboat Springs who are not employed in the area, but do
business from the town, which is the idea of being location-neutral. Flight guarantees, he explained, are the
community's payments to the airlines that fly into the region, before seats are actually purchased for the flights. He
added that about 110,000 people come in on flights to the region, annually, and that the amount of revenue brought
in by visitors far out paces the amount spent on seats.

Mr. Mordi continued the conversation, and stated that Routt County isin support of a sustainable source of
infrastructure funding. He stated that the county has a hard time keeping up with the maintenance on county roads.
He talked about the rating of some of the structuresin his county, noting that of the 110 that the county oversees, 10
structures have a sufficiency rating of 70 or less and three have arating of 40 or less. He said the county roads are
being impacted by local oil and gas exploration.

04:13 PM

Representative Tyler asked the Steamboat Springs panelists to come to the table. Ms. Debra Hinsvark,
City Manager, City of Steamboat Springs, began the presentation, and stated that Steamboat Springsis a vibrant
town with the industries of agriculture, mining, and tourism. She said that the city's economy is diverse. She said
that 30 percent of the population in Steamboat Springs worksin location-neutral positions, and that 40 percent of
the homesin Steamboat Springs are second homes, and since they are not primary residences, they are not included
in census calculations. She talked about the city's tax structure, noting that the city does not collect a property tax
from its home and property owners. She talked about the importance of the airport to the community and economy.
She discussed rail service in the city.
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Mr. Chuck Anderson, Director of Public Works, City of Steamboat Springs joined Ms. Hinsvark at the
table to discuss the state of the highways in and around the city. He discussed a situation afew years ago when a
snow storm closed Rabbit Ears pass for three days. He said that 30 percent of the tourism dollars that cometo
Colorado are from the ski resorts and that good, safe transportation is critical to economic health.

City Council President Bart Kounovsky, City of Steamboat Springs, commented on the need to revitalize
the 14 acres of land at the intersection of US 40 where it heads towards Hayden, Colorado.

Mr. Anderson thanked CDOT for adding a new chapter to their guidelines that deal with bike riders and
pedestrians. He said that bike travel isaway of lifein Steamboat Springs. He discussed the city's transit, saying
that busesin the city carry over 1 million passengers per year and that the transit operations budget is funded by the
city. The committee discussed transit in the city.

Mr. Jonathan Flint, Steamboat Springs Transit Operations Manager, joined the conversation and described
the types of buses that the city operates. He stated that the city buses are all run on electric motors. He talked about
additional buses that will be added to the city's fleet in the future. In response to a question from Senator King, Mr.
Flint said that heavy duty buses has a 12 year lifespan, and that light duty buses last about 7 years. He said that
after the heavy duty buses have operated for 12 years, the city sends the buses out to be refurbished and that adds an
additional 7 yearsto the bus' life.

Mr. Anderson continued. He discussed the Bob Adams Airport, and said that the community voted in 2011
to support the airport with atax increase. Committee discussion ensued regarding airport maintenance and
expansion projects.

04:43 PM

Ms. Hinsvark continued the conversation. She thanked CDOT for a great working relationship and for the
support CDOT providesto the city. Representative Lee asked about private-public partnerships between the city
and the ski resorts. Ms. Hinsvark responded that the ski resorts help out by providing about $1.1 million towards
the guaranteed flights airline subsidy. Representative Lee asked if the ski resorts help out with other road and
transportation needs. Ms. Hinsvark said that within the city, all street repairs are paid for with afour cent sales tax.

The following members of the public testified:

04:51 PM -- Ms. Marsha Daughenbaugh, representing the Community Agriculture Alliance, cameto
the table. She discussed the importance of the agriculture industry in the region. She said that more cattle is
shipped viathe railroad than any where elsein the United States and that almost all of the roads in the area are used
by 18-wheeler trucks. She talked about the increase in traffic volumes and seasonal traffic for tourism and
agriculture.

04:08 PM -- Ms. Nancy Kramer, representing the Northwest Colorado Cultural Heritage Tourism
Office, cameto thetable. She said that within the next 2-3 years, her office will be implementing the State
Agricultural Tourism plan. She discussed the work of her organization and responded to a question from
Representative Mitsch Bush about scenic byways.
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05:00 PM -- Ms. Catherine Carson, representing herself as a citizen of Steamboat Springs, came to the
table. She thanked the committee for visiting. She expressed support for a statewide transportation plan and said
that safety is the upmost concern.

05:01 PM

Representative Tyler thanked the panelists and the committee adjourned.
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