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Questions related to Assessment: How is formative assessment being used/considered as a part
of Colorado’s assessment system/upcoming assessment opportunities/decisions? How are
assessments being brought to bear within the context of competency-based learning?

Formative vs. Summative Assessments

Formative assessments are on-going assessments, reviews, and observations in a classroom.
Teachers use formative assessment to improve instructional methods and student feedback
throughout the teaching and learning process. For example, if a teacher observes that some
students do not grasp a concept, she or he can design a review activity or use a different
instructional strategy. Likewise, students can monitor their progress with periodic quizzes and
performance tasks. The results of formative assessments are used to modify and validate
instruction.

Summative assessments are typically used to evaluate the effectiveness of instructional
programs and services at the end of an academic year or at a pre-determined time. The goal of
summative assessments is to make a judgment of student competency after an instructional
phase is complete. For example, in Colorado, the CSAP/TCAP is administered once a year -- it
is a summative assessment to determine each student's ability at a pre-determined point in time.
Summative evaluations are used to determine if students have mastered specific competencies
and to identify instructional areas that need additional attention.

The following table lists formative and summative assessments that are common in schools.
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Anecdotal record Final exams

Quizzes and essays Statewide tests (CSAP/TCAP)
Diagnostic tests National tests

Lab reports Entrance exams (SAT and ACT)

The State of Colorado administers the CSAP/TCAP to meet federal requirements. The delay in
getting the results does little to inform teacher’s instruction. The use of formative assessments
in the State of Colorado would allow teachers and administrators to regularly monitor students’
progress toward proficiency of the state standards. Formative assessments:

Brief and administered frequently

Provide immediate results

Predict student performance

Allow teachers to regularly monitor students' progress toward proficiency
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EVALUATE™

Online, formative assessments from EdisonLearning
Assess, Analyze, Improve

eValuate is EdisonLearning’s online formative assessment system that
combines monthly benchmark assessments aligned to individual state
standards with comprehensive and easy-to-use reporting and analysis tools.
Superior professional development and on-site support in data analysis make
eValuate an invaluable tool to driving instruction that increases student
achievement.

Powerful Reporting Options

Monthly benchmark assessments in math and reading are administered online with
automatic scoring. Assessments are aligned to state standards and reflect the focus
of each state’s high stakes test. Reports are made instantaneously available through
eValuate, including

o Reports at the school, grade, class, section or student levels, with breakdowns by
subject, strand, skill and question

e Monthly and longitudinal year-to-date reports

e Reporting by groupings such as gender, ethnicity and socio-economic factors,
such as Free and Reduced Lunch students

e Custom group reporting such as school-specific groups, afterschool programs,
reading groups, etc.

Professional Development

In addition to formative assessments and comprehensive reporting, eValuate is
accompanied by professional development, training and support, including

e Online videos, available on-demand, for on-going support in using eValuate

http://edisonlearning.com/evaluate 3/7/2012
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effectively

e On-site EdisonLearning teams that help to ensure successful implementation

e Job-embedded learning that occurs as educators engage in daily analysis of
eValuate data

@ EdisonlLearning’s research and assessment teams available to provide support ip,
understanding the data and making it actionable

“They focused to such an extreme extent on the data, and what the data shows. When
you make those analyses it really directs you to where the problems are, and that way
you know what you need to fix.”

Randall Malachi, Public Information Officer, Marlboro County, SC

How does eValuate work? -Learn More.
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Teachers can view their students' progress by subject, strand or skill. They can also
monitor customized groups of students.
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EVALUATE: HOW IT WORKS

Data-driven Feedback that Benefits Students, Teachers, and Administrators

All members of a school community can benefit from utilizing eValuate. The data-

driven feedback eValuate generates helps students, teachers, principals, and other

administrators understand where more focus is needed.

Student View

eValuate is designed to encourage students to actively engage in their own learning.

Students in and above second grade can log into the system to take assessments

online each month in reading and math. After each assessment, students can access

the previous month’s results, view their progress, and set goals for themselves.

- arn .
Eaa You v trivims Review
I ooy M4 0% »

= E = L "
-nv&.‘:-a-u-un— “
| n

’

255

vt Ao S ) !U-k\‘- NI “xois LA | Fag i NS ES) Change
CITIRE) 0550500 Serwct e — g re.Onm | ‘ﬂ?"m
...... oy = ] 4
This story takes
1. v2-Rending-Grade 4, APR 2005-2010 b
Question |
What's n » Name? © atTuip's schodl
| sty .. ol

| 6 = . © on the school
T

= i _.r‘-t-ru—u TS =T o C o -.v:,_'._.. T Pt t ]
) /| - Y :
[ Stugent Name: Doe, Ammda > Schoo! Name: John Smith Elementary School Teacher Name: Mrs. Davis
My Assessments

On the et oy of achocd, e tonchr wock sbombuacey, When she pot oy | O i 0he school Ebrary |
nane. e el exa, Tl befhens T B bt oy

oy Pand, aad th Ly boughend ¢ven Iovndos. The tearher s snideg oo |
nh dows s wy chair, wishing hat | conkd all @evmgh the oo,
'n--u--.- Masw aod Dind o s ohont ary ot day of s are
oot 1
qq-—.umnﬁ fine agaia.” My vasce was shaking |
aekod, “Way & pou wame tas Tubp? I's a oy sams! Everyoms longhe of
R ond mators e vt

My moss aighnd aned s, “Ocens bere, Tulbig® | wesd w sy awthes's side and
600 bugs.

you

sy oty
coch of oo paveams
5

123145628210 101213341516171819)

Students can view the assessments from the previous month to find out correct
answers, identify areas for further study and take ownership of their learning.

Teachers can control which types of feedback students view (marked answer, correct

answer, etc.) to guide learning and use past assessments as teaching tools.

http://edisonlearning.com/index.php?q=evaluate/about
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Teacher View

Teachers get a quick, reliable report on how their class is progressing toward mastery of
state standards. A wide variety of reports inform teachers of how students are
performing at each strand, skill, and subject, providing crucial insight into whether the
class is on track, and where more instruction is needed.
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Teachers can view individual students’ performance each month by question, and
look at overall class data. They can perform distracter analysis to understand which
concepts are clear to students and which need further instruction. Teachers can also
create groups to track their progress, such as to test the effectiveness of an
intervention or afterschool program, or to monitor students who have previously
needed additional support.
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Principal & Administrator View

Data from eVal/uate inform principals and administrators of whether schools and
classes are meeting standards. The longitudinal view of benchmark results by grade
and by class, with reports on both participation and improvement rates, help
administrators understand where resources are most needed.
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eValuate data is organized by question, as well as summarized by strand and skill,
allowing principals and administrators to analyze not only which grades or classes
need interventions, but also in which areas of focus. This level of specificity enables
administrators to focus resources in precisely the right places, so adjustments
address the greatest needs in the most cost-effective way.
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