
Final
STAFF SUMMARY OF MEETING

 COMMITTEE ON JOINT SELECT COMMITTEE ON REDISTRICTING

Date: 04/20/2011 ATTENDANCE

Time: 04:05 PM to 08:18 PM Brophy X
Carroll X

Place: SCR 356 Coram X
Nikkel X

This Meeting was called to order by Pabon X
Senator Heath Scheffel X

Schwartz X
This Report was prepared by Vigil X

Lauren Ris Balmer X
Heath X

X = Present, E = Excused, A = Absent, * = Present after roll call

Bills Addressed: Action Taken:
Discussion on Congressional District Maps Witness Testimony and/or Committee Discussion Only

04:06 PM  --  Discussion on Congressional District Maps

Representative Balmer called the meeting to order and provided introductory comments and discussed how 
the redistricting process will move forward.

04:07 PM

Representative Heath provided some introductory comments and asked the committee to come up with a 
list of Democratic and Republican guiding principles for drawing congressional districts.  He provided several 
power point slides as a guide for this process (Attachment A) 

04:13 PM

Representative Nikkel read a list of criteria for creating congressional districts from Colorado Revised 
Statutes.
 

04:18 PM

Senator Carroll commented about the importance of having equal population in each district.
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04:20 PM

The committee began discussing the criteria they believed are important in drawing maps.  They decided to 
group criteria by "agree" and "disagree" rather than "Republican" and "Democratic."  They discussed the following 
criteria:  voting rights act, compactness, communities of interest, minimization of prior district lines disruption, 
maintaining a Western slope and Eastern slope, competitiveness, and keeping Pueblo with the San Luis Valley.

04:37 PM

The committee further defined communities of interest to include the Western Slope, Eastern plains, ethnic 
communities, transportation corridors, water basins, agricultural and natural resources, and military bases.

04:38 PM

The committee discussed preserving political subdivisions as one of the criteria. 
 

04:43 PM

Senator Heath added criteria to further define competitiveness.
 

04:45 PM

Senator Schwartz discussed the importance of geography in defining communities of interest. 

04:46 PM

The committee discussed competitiveness as a criteria and whether it should be prioritized. 

04:59 PM

Senator Heath discussed the redistricting process in 2002 and the maps used by the Judge to determine the 
final district boundaries and how competitiveness played a role in the Judge's decision.
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05:03 PM

Representative Balmer discussed the reasoning for keeping Denver whole versus keeping El Paso County 
whole.  Senator Sheffel discussed some of his concerns with using competitiveness as a criteria for congressional 
maps.  The committee also discussed whether to take public testimony during the meeting.

BILL: Discussion on Congressional District Maps        
TIME:  05:14:40 PM
MOVED: Nikkel
MOTION: Moved to take public testimony.  The committee discussed whether or not the motion was in 

order.  The motion was withdrawn.
SECONDED:

VOTE
Brophy
Carroll
Coram
Nikkel
Pabon

Scheffel
Schwartz

Vigil
Balmer

Heath

Not Final     YES: 0     NO: 0     EXC: 0     ABS: 0     FINAL ACTION: 

05:28 PM

Senator Heath explained that there would be public testimony when the bill is heard in committee.  The 
committee continued discussing whether it was important to create competitive districts. 

05:33 PM

Representative Balmer discussed how to make Congressional District 5 competitive and whether El Paso 
County can be included in Congressional District 5.

05:36 PM

Senator Heath asked for an explanation of the Republican maps. 

05:40 PM

The committee discussed their goals for the meeting and what they hope to accomplish.
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05:44 PM

Senator Schwartz asked the Republicans to explain their priorities in drawing maps.  

05:52 PM

The committee recessed.

06:17 PM

Senator Heath called the committee to order and requested that the Republicans explain their revised maps. 

06:22 PM

Senator Brophy explained that the revised Republican maps are cleaned-up versions of previous maps that 
minimize city splits and county splits.  He listed the cities that were made whole by the revised maps.

06:31 PM

Senator Brophy explained the rational for each Congressional District in Republican Plan C Revised 
(Attachment B) and answered questions from the committee.

06:41 PM

Representative Balmer explained all of the districts in Balmer Map One (Attachment C) and answered 
questions from the committee.

07:05 PM

Representative Balmer continued discussing Balmer Map One and answering questions from the 
committee.

07:30 PM

The committee considered City Integrity Map 1 (Attachment D) and discussed Congressional Districts 1 
and 6.
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07:46 PM

Representative Nikkel and Senator Heath discussed the  1982 Carstens v. Lamm case.

07:51 PM

Senator Schwartz discussed the geography of the Western slope.

07:51 PM

Senator Carroll discussed how the population has changed in different parts of the state.  

07:58 PM

Senator Scheffel commented on the process of the committee.

08:04 PM

Representative Pabon commented on the Castens v. Lamm decision.

08:07 PM

Representative Balmer discussed the time needed to have a redistricting bill move through the legislative 
process.  

08:10 PM

Representative Vigil provided some comments about his hopes for the committee. 
 

08:12 PM

Representative Brophy asked for a commitment to draw maps at the committee's next meeting.  Senator 
Schwartz concluded that she saw that there may be some opportunities for compromise.

08:15 PM

Representative Balmer provided some closing comments about his hopes for the committee.

08:17 PM

The committee adjourned.
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